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Plusnet plc

Strategic report

The directors present their annual report for Plusnet plc (the “Company”’), together with the financial statements
and auditor’s report, for the year ended 31 March 2023.

Review of business

The UK broadband market remains very competitive, with other providers offering discounted broadband and
phone bundles in order to gain market share. Increase in demand for fibre optic broadband continued during the
year with customers prioritising speed and reliability as they are increasingly reliant on their broadband
connection for working from home and everyday life. During the year Plusnet invested in marketing
expenditure to.increase its brand awareness and due to competitive market pressures focussed on customer
value rather than volume growth.

The Company has issued the following key performance indicators to assess its performance:

2023 2022

£m £m

Turnover 423 419
Gross profit 164 169
EBITDA 69 74
Customer volume growth % )% 1%
Number of employees 990 972

Tumover is slightly higher year-on-year with annual contractual prices rises being largely offset by a 5%
reduction in the customer base. Gross margin has decreased by 3 p.p. with a larger proportion of customers on
lower-margin fibre optic products and increased Openreach costs. Reduced EBITDA reflects lower gross profit.

Net assets are down 1% at £158m (2022: £160m), this primarily the result of the utilisation of the prior years
deferred tax asset.

‘During the year Plusnet has continued to focus on the value broadband and phone market as well as the SIM-
only mobile sector. The continued move to home-working has highlighted the importance of home connectivity
and reliable, high-speed broadband. As a result fibre optic broadband has also grown strongly during the year,
with 75% of the Company’s broadband customers now having a fibre product.

Plusnet continues to be recognised for providing customers with reliable and award winning fibre broadband at
great value. Over the last 12 months Plusnet has simplified the business, resetting the brand to being more
straight forward, making the Plusnet portfolio relevant and relatable for all households, families and
individuals. The company won 'Most Reliable Broadband Provider' and came runner up for both 'Best Value
Broadband Provider' and 'Best Overall Provider' at the Choose Broadband Awards 2023. As well as being
recognised at Uswitch Broadband and Mobile awards, winning Highly Commended for ‘Most Popular
Broadband Provider’ and gaining a Which Best Buy endorsement for its router Hub two.

During the year the average number of employees has increased by 2%, driven by an increase in sales advisors
and a shift in the use of inhouse rather than partner agents.
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Plusnet plc

Strategic report (continued)

Risk and uncertainties
How the Company manages risk

During 2020, Plusnet introduced a new risk management framework to help risk owners make the right decisions
and take on the right risks, whilst operating with discipline. The risk management framework provides reasonable
(but not absolute) assurance that risks and uncertainties posing a threat to the Company’s business objectives are
identified, assessed, managed, and monitored.

Plusnet’s Principal Risk and Uncertainties

The principal risks are listed below and are categorised into strategic, compliance and operational risks.

Strategic risks
» Strategy and Competition

Compliance

o Data Regulation
o Communications regulation

Operational risks

Third Party Management
Transformation Delivery
Customer Service and Billing
People, Health and Safety

Please refer to the Director’s report for further information on financial risk management.

Strategic Risks

Strategy and Competition
Risk description:

¢ Failing to prepare and respond to uncertain and/or worsening political or economic conditions, technological
developments, growing competition or failing to create new products and services to keep up with customer
expectations and market dynamics.

Why this risk is important to Plusnet:

e The conflict in Ukraine has contributed towards economic uncertainties including the current cost of living
crisis which could impact customers, resulting in reduced demand for Plusnet’s products and services.

o New technology developments, entrants and mergers within the marketplace and growing competition could
affect Plusnet’s position in the market as a leading value provider.

e Plusnet’s Uswitch leadership status validates the Company’s commitment to maintain a competitive lead in
the marketplace whilst providing commercial benefits.
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Plusnet plc

Strategic report (continued)

Examples of how the Company manages the risk:

o Perform analysis on how the Company can manage the product portfolio against an uncertain economic
outlook.
e Monitoring technology developments and competitor activity.

Compliance

Data Regulation

Risk description:

¢ The Company or contracted third parties fail to fulfil obligations towards existing data regulations and/or fail
to properly anticipate and prepare for future data regulations.

Why this risk is important to Plusnet:

o Data protection breaches result in significant reputational damage, loss of customer trust, harm to Company
employees, customers, and suppliers.
e The financial loss from fines, penalties and potential litigation could be substantial.

Examples of how the Company manages the risk:

¢ A Data Governance programme addresses existing and future data regulatory risks.

o Data protection/handling training and tools are provided to Company employees to support risk-aware
decisions in daily activities.

o Reviewing activities across the Company that utilise personal data to ensure compliance with data protection
policies.

Communications Regulation

Risk description:

¢ Non-compliance with regulations set out by its regulators, notably Ofcom. This includes new and future
regulations which could materially impact the Company’s operation.

Why this risk is important to Plusnet:

s Non-compliance can result in regulatory action, leading to reputational damage, loss of public trust and
financial loss.

o A lack of supportive regulation can reduce the Company’s ability to invest at pace and scale, impacting
innovation.

Examples of how the Company manages the risk:
s Proactively engaging with regulators on multiple policy matters.

o Setting policies to comply with regulation to build trust, enabling future dialogue with policymakers.
s Provide training programmes to coach and develop employees with regulatory responsibilities.
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Plusnet plc

Strategic report (continued)

Operational Risks

Third Party Management
Risk description:

o Failure of the third party selection process or the ongoing management of third parties and supply chain. This
includes the Company impact of supplier dependences where geographic locations could cause disruption
due to conflicts.

Why this risk is important to Plusnet:

o Failing to properly manage suppliers and sub-suppliers could result in business disruption, regulatory fines,
and reputational damage.

e Selecting inadequate suppliers to meet the Company’s requirements and/or over-dependence on suppliers
could result in poor commercial terms with a detrimental impact on Plusnet’s strategic, market and
competitive position. ‘

Examples of how the Company manages the risk:

¢ Conduct pre-contract supplier due diligence in a wide range of areas including financial health and regulatory
compliance.

e Monitor in life risk management and obtain assurance relating to financial, environmental, social, and labour
standards.

Transformation Delivery

Risk description:

o Ineffective implementation of changes required to simplify processes, products and modernise Plusnet’s
technology could lead to difficulties obtaining the Company’s strategic goals.

Why this risk is important to Plusnet:

e Failure to realise transformation benefits could negatively impact customer and colleague experience,
operational efficiency, and Plusnet’s ability to make future investments.

o Failure to have the right processes, tools, techniques and people in place to execute Plusnet’s transformation
agenda may impact benefits realisation.

Examples of how the Company manages the risk:

» Investing in new capabilities and developing employee skills to ensure Plusnet has the right talent to deliver
change effectively.

e Monitor performance in each operational area of the Company’s plan using financial and non-financial
measures to ensure value is generated.
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Plusnet plc

Strategic report (continued)

Customer Service and Billing

Risk description:

e Failure to provide Plusnet’s customers with quality, cost-effective service and trouble-free billing could
impact the Company’s ability to grow and retain customer relationships.

Why this risk is important to Plusnet:

o Failure to-maintain customer satisfaction through competitive propositions and o/utstanding levels of
customer service will increase the risk of customer churn and reputational damage.

o Billing inaccuracy can result in a reduction of customer advocacy, regulatory intervention, financial loss as
well as reputational damage.

Examples of how the Company manages the risk:

e Planning with all customer service suppliers to manage the future impact of a pandemic resurgence.
» Billing incident processes monitor, report and resolve potential billing issues.

People, Health and Safety
Risk description:

e Ability to fulfil the Company’s duty of care to manage and control risks that could impact employee health,
safety, wellbeing, and engagement.

Why this risk is important to Plusnet:

e Failure to provide a safe working environment for colleagues can result in accidents, penalties and
reputational damage.

¢ Poor engagement can undermine productivity, innovation, and the pace of transformation and/or potentially
lead to industrial action.

Examples of how the Company manages the risk:

e Monitor the health, safety, and wellbeing of Company colleagues through surveys and focus groups and
measure performance using an incident reporting system.

» Provide health, safety and wellbeing training to all Plusnet colleagues and provide clear responsibilities and
accountabilities. '
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Plusnet plc

Strategic report (continued)
Section 172(1) Statement
Section 172 of the Companies Act 2006 requires a director of a company to act in the way he or she considers,

in good faith, would most likely promote the success of the company for the benefit of its members as a whole.
In doing this, section 172 requires a director to have regard, amongst other matters, to the:

. likely consequences of any decisions in the long-term;

. interests of the company’s employees;

. need to foster the company’s business relationships with suppliers, customers and others;

. impact of the company’s operations on the community and environment;

. desirability of the company maintaining a reputation for high standards of business conduct; and
. need to act fairly as between members of the company.

In discharging our section 172 duties we have regard to the factors set out above. We also have regard to other
factors which we consider relevant to the decision being made. Those factors, for example, include the interests
and views of our employees and our relationship with Ofcom. We acknowledge that every decision we make will
not necessarily result in a positive outcome for all of our stakeholders. By considering the Company’s purpose,
vision and values together with its strategic priorities and having a process in place for decision-making, we do,
however, aim to make sure that our decisions are consistent and predictable. 853

As is normmal for large companies, we delegate authority for day-to-day management of the Company to
executives and then engage management in setting, approving and overseeing the execution of the business
strategy and related policies. We review risk and compliance, legal, and health and safety matters at every Board
meeting. We also review other areas over the course of the financial year including the Company’s financial and
operational performance; stakeholder-related matters; diversity and inclusivity; and corporate responsibility
matters. This is done through the consideration and discussion of reports which are sent in advance of each Board
meeting and through presentations to the Board.

The views and the impact of the Company’s activities on the Company’s stakeholders (including its workforce,
customers and suppliers) are an important consideration for us when making relevant decisions. While there are
cases where the Board itself judges that it should engage directly with certain stakeholder groups or on certain
issues, the size and spread of both the stakeholders and the BT Group means that generally stakeholder
engagement best takes place at an operational or group level. We find that as well as being a more efficient and
effective approach, this also helps us achieve a greater positive impact on environmental, social and other issues
than by working alone as an individual company. For details on the some of the engagement that has taken place
with the Company’s stakeholders so as to help the directors to understand the issues to which they must have
regard, and the impact of that feedback on decisions, please see the stakeholders section in the strategic report of
BT Group plc’s 2023 Annual Report.

During the period we received information to help us understand the interests and views of the Company’s key
stakeholders and other relevant factors when making decisions. This information was distributed in a range of
different formats including in reports and presentations on our financial and operational performance, non-
financial KPIs, risk, ESG matters and the outcomes of specific pieces of engagement. As a result of this we have
had an overview of engagement with stakeholders and other relevant factors which allows us to understand the
nature of the stakeholders’ concerns and to comply with our section 172 duty to promote success of the company.

One example of how we have had regard to the matters set out in section 172(1)(a)-(f) when discharging our
section 172 duties and the effect of that on decisions taken by us is the payment of the dividend. Throughout the
year the Board assessed the strength of the Company’s balance sheet and future prospects relative to uncertainties
in the external environment. During the financial year ended 31st March 2023, the Board recommended an

@ Document Integrity Verified Adobe Acrobat Sign Transaction Number: CBJCHBCAABAAM_krrkCWo2mRZVsefpbUB3IPoCiawau o



Plusnet plc

Strategic report (continued)
Section 172(1) Statement (continued)

interim dividend of £60m. In making this decision the Board considered a range of factors. These included the
long-term viability of the Company; its expected cash flow and financing requirements; the ongoing need for
strategic investment in our business and workforce, and the pricing expectations of our customers and suppliers,
as well as the expectations of our members.

Future developments

Following a strategic review it has been decided that Plusnet will withdraw from the SIM-only mobile sector and
focus on the broadband and phone market.

On behalf of the Board

Stephen Harris (Sep 26, 2023 10:37 GMT+1)

Stephen Harris
26 September 2023
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Plusnet plc

Directors’ report
The registered number of the company is 03279013.
Principal activities

The Company’s principal activity during the year was the provision of telephone and internet access services in
the UK. '

There have been no significant changes in the Company’s principal activities in the year under review.

Results

The profit before taxation was £60.6m (2022: £60.7m). The tax on profit was £2.87m (2022: £(0.55)m) which
results in a profit for the financial year of £57.7m (2022: £61.2m).

Dividends

The directors have declared and paid a dividend amounting to £60.0m (2022: £65.0m).

Political contributions

The Company made no political donations or incurred any political expenditure during the year (2022: £nil).
Directors

The directors of the company who were in office during the year and up to the date of signing the financial
statements were: 98} :

Mr M Allera

Mr S Harris

Miss A Capitanio (resigned 31 January 2023)
Miss J Carman

Financial risk management
The Company follows the Group policy to manage its financial risks, which include liquidity and credit risk.

The Company’s long-term funding is provided by an uncommitted loan facility with its parent company. The
Company actively maintains liquidity to ensure that it has sufficient available funds for operations and planned
expansions.

Credit risk arises from cash and cash equivalents, as well as credit exposures to wholesale and retail customers,
including outstanding receivables and committed transactions. If wholesale customers are independently rated,
these ratings are used. If there is no independent rating, risk control assesses the credit quality of the customer,
taking into account its financial position, past experience and other factors. Individual risk limits are set based
on internal or external ratings in accordance with limits set by the board. The utilisation of credit limits is

Further detail of the Group’s policies can be found in the annual report and financial statements of BT Group
plc, the ultimate parent undertaking, for the year ended 31 March 2023, which does not form part of this report.
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Plusnet plc

Directors’ report (continued)
Employee engagement
Plusnet colleagues are central to delivering its vision, goals, strategy and transformation.

Plusnet colleagues want it to:

share their personal values

¢ provide flexible and agile ways of working

o provide career opportunities, development and training; and

o reward performance with fair and competitive pay and benefits.

How does Plusnet engage and what is the outcome of its engagement?

For reasons of efficiency and effectiveness, much of this engagement takes place at the Group level. For more
information on the group level engagement, see the stakeholders section in the strategic report of BT Group plc
Annual Report.

The BT Board receives regular updates from the Chief Executive on its colleagues, progress against key people
strategy initiatives and overall sentiment within the organisation. The companies cultural transformation
programme and efforts on diversity and inclusion, meant that wellbeing was a focus of the BT Board’s
discussions on colleagues again this year. The BT Board also spent time discussing people and culture and the
diversity and inclusion strategy at its meetings this year.

The BT Board uses the Colleague Board as its chosen method of engagement with its workforce under the UK
Corporate Governance Code 2018. There is a designated non-executive Director for workforce engagement
across BT Group. They have formal meetings and informal discussions with Colleague Board members.

When Plusnet responds to feedback from colleagues, it first picks areas and initiatives that will make the
biggest and quickest impact. Longer term, Plusnet continually shapes and informs what it does to create a
culture where colleagues can be their best — with a focus on skills development, diversity and inclusion, and
health, safety and wellbeing.

Employees with disabilities

BT Group is an inclusive employer and actively encourage the recruitment, development, promotion and
retention of disabled people.

We’re a member of Valuable 500, a global business collective made up of 500 CEOs and their companies that
are committed to disability inclusion. At the disability summit held December 2022, we renewed our
commitment to three priorities: Workplace adjustment; Disability advocacy; and Career progression of our
junior managers.

These priorities support our Valuable 500 commitment: To accelerate the pace of progress we’re making for
disabled and neurodiverse colleagues, and those that have an impairment, or a long-term health condition. We
renewed our status as a Disability Confident Leader and continue to work with several teams across the
business, our Able2 People Network, and external partner the Business Disability Forum.

Please see the Diversity and Inclusion Report for more at bt.com/diversity-and-inclusion

Directors’ indemnities

As permitted by the Articles of Association, the Directors have the benefit of a Directors’ and Officers’ liability
insurance, which is a qualifying third-party indemnity provision as defined by Section 234 of the Companies

11
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Plusnet plc

Act 2006. This indemnity, purchased by BT Group plc and applicable to the directors of Plusnet plc was in
force throughout the last financial year and is currently in force. Neither the insurance nor the indemnity
provides cover where the person has acted fraudulently or dishonestly.

Disclosure of information to the Auditors

So far as each of the Directors is aware, there is no relevant information that has not been disclosed to the
Company’s auditors and each of the directors believes that all steps have been taken that ought to have been
taken to make them aware of any relevant audit information and to establish that the Company’s auditors have
been made aware of that information.

Going concern

The Company’s business activities, the factors likely to affect its future development and position, and the
principal risks and uncertainties faced by the Company, are set out under s414C(11) in the Strategic report. The
Directors have no reason to believe that a material uncertainty exists that may cast significant doubt about the
ability of the Company to continue as a going concern.

The Company is expected to continue to generate positive operating cash flows for the foreseeable future. It is
financially strong with net assets of £158m and has a number of financing arrangements in place. The Company
operates under the BT Group cash pooling arrangement where cash generated during the year is transferred to
BT and results in an intercompany debtor balance at year end, which is repayable on demand. The Company is
therefore deemed to have sufficient funds to meet its liabilities as they fall due and remain a going concern.

On the basis of the assessment of the Company’s financial position, taking into account plausible downsides,
including the rising cost of living, the Directors have a reasonable expectation that the Company will be able to
continue in operational existence for the foreseeable future, and thus continue to adopt the going concern basis
of accounting in preparing the Company annual financial statements.

Auditor

KPMG LLP is the auditor of the Company. Pursuant to Section 487 of the Companies Act 2006, the auditor
will be deemed to be reappointed and KPMG will continue in office.

The directors’ report on pages 10 to 13 was approved by the Board of directors on 26 September 2023 and were
signed on its behalf by: :

Stephen Harris (Sep 26, 2023 10:37 GMT+1)

Stephen Harris
26 September 2023
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Plusnet plc

STATEMENT OF DIRECTORS’ RESPONSIBILITIES IN RESPECT OF THE STRATEGIC REPORT,
THE DIRECTORS’ REPORT AND THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS

The directors are responsible for preparing the Strategic Report, the Directors’ Report and the financial statements
in accordance with applicable law and regulations.

Company law requires the directors to prepare financial statements for each financial year. Under that law they
have elected to prepare the financial statements in accordance with UK accounting standards and applicable law
(UK Generally Accepted Accounting Practice), including FRS 101 Reduced Disclosure Framework

Under company law the directors must not approve the financial statements unless they are satisfied that they give
a true and fair view of the state of affairs of the company and of the profit or loss of the company for that period.
In preparing these financial statements, the directors are required to:

e select suitable accounting policies and then apply them consistently;
e make judgements and estimates that are reasonable and prudent;

. state whether applicable UK accounting standards have been followed, subject to any material departures
disclosed and explained in the financial statements;

. assess the company’s ability to continue as a going concern, disclosing, as applicable, matters related to going
concern; and

. use the going concern basis of accounting unless they either intend to liquidate the company or to cease
operations, or have no realistic alternative but to do so.

The directors are responsible for keeping adequate accounting records that are sufficient to show and explain the
company’s transactions and disclose with reasonable accuracy at any time the financial position of the company
and enable them to ensure that the financial statements comply with the Companies Act 2006. They are responsible
for such internal control as they determine is necessary to enable the preparation of financial statements that are
free from material misstatement, whether due to fraud or error, and have general responsibility for taking such steps
as are reasonably open to them to safeguard the assets of the company and to prevent and detect fraud and other
irregularities.

13
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Independent auditor’s report to the members of Plusnet plc

Opinion
We have audited the financial statements of Plusnet plc (“the Company”) for the year ended 31 March 2023 which

comprise Profit and Loss Account and Other Comprehensive Income, the Balance Sheet, the Statement of
Changes in Equity and related notes, including the accounting policies in note 1.

In our opinion the financial statements:

. give a true and fair view of the state of the Company’s affairs as at 31 March 2023 and of its profit for
the year then ended,;

. have been properly prepared in accordance with UK accounting standards, including FRS 101 Reduced
Disclosure Framework; and

o have been prepared in accordance with the requirements of the Companies Act 2006.
Basis for opinion

We conducted our audit in accordance with International Standards on Auditing (UK) (“ISAs (UK)”) and
applicable law. Our responsibilities are described below. We have fulfilled our ethical responsibilities under, and
are independent of the Company in accordance with, UK ethical requirements including the FRC Ethical Standard.
We believe that the audit evidence we have obtained is a sufficient and appropriate basis for our opinion.

Going concern

The directors have prepared the financial statements on the going concern basis as they do not intend to liquidate
the Company or to cease its operations, and as they have concluded that the Company’s financial position means
that this is realistic. They have also concluded that there are no material uncertainties that could have cast
significant doubt over its ability to continue as a going concern for at least a year from the date of approval of the
financial statements (“the going concern period”).

In our evaluation of the directors’ conclusions, we considered the inherent risks to the Company’s business model
and analysed how those risks might affect the Company’s financial resources or ability to continue operations
over the going concern period.

Our conclusions based on this work:

. we consider that the directors’ use of the going concern basis of accounting in the preparation of the
financial statements is appropriate;

. we have not identified, and concur with the directors’ assessment that there is not, a material uncertainty
related to events or conditions that, individually or collectively, may cast significant doubt on the Company's
ability to continue as a going concern for the going concern period.

However, as we cannot predict all future events or conditions and as subsequent events may result in outcomes
that are inconsistent with judgements that were reasonable at the time they were made, the above conclusions are
not a guarantee that the Company will continue in operation.
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Independent auditor’s report to the members of Plusnet plc - continued

Fraud and breaches of laws and regulations — ability to detect
Identifying and responding to risks of material misstatement due to fraud

To identify risks of material misstatement due to fraud (“fraud risks”) we assessed events or conditions that could
indicate an incentive or pressure to commit fraud or provide an opportunity to commit fraud.

Our risk assessment procedures included:

e  Enquiring of directors and inspection of policy documentation as to the Company’s high-level policies and
procedures to prevent and detect fraud that apply to this Company as well as enquiring whether the directors have
knowledge of any actual, suspected or alleged fraud;

e Reading board minutes;

¢ Considering remuneration incentive schemes and performance targets for management and directors
including the BT divisional EPS target for management remuneration;

e  Using analytical procedures to identify unusual or unexpected relationships.

We communicated identified fraud risks throughout the audit team and remained alert to any indications of fraud
throughout the audit

As required by auditing standards, we perform procedures to address the risk of management override of controls,
in particular the risk that management may be in a position to make inappropriate accounting entries. On this audit
we do not believe there is a fraud risk related to revenue recognition because revenue is not judgemental and
consists of a high number of low value transactions.

We did not identify additional fraud risks.
We performed procedures including:

» Identifying journal entries to test based on risk criteria and comparing the identified entries to supporting
documentation. These included those posted by senior finance management, those posted containing key words
indicative of fraud, those posted and approved by the same user, those posted to unusual or seldom used accounts
and those posted after the system closure date. '

e  Assessing whether the judgements made in making the accounting estimates are indicative of a potential bias.

15
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Independent auditor’s report to the members of Plusnet plc - continued

Identifying and responding to risks of material misstatement due to non-compliance with laws and regulations

We identified areas of laws and regulations that could reasonably be expected to have a material effect on the
financial statements from our general commercial and sector experience and through discussion with the directors
(as required by auditing standards) and discussed with the directors the policies and procedures regarding
compliance with laws and regulations.

We communicated identified laws and regulations throughout our team and remained alert to any indications of
non-compliance throughout the audit.

The potential effect of these laws and regulations on the financial statements varies considerably.

Firstly, the Company is subject to laws and regulations that directly affect the financial statements including
financial reporting legislation (including related companies legislation), distributable profits legislation and
taxation legislation and we assessed the extent of compliance with these laws and regulations as part of our
procedures on the related financial statement items.

Secondly, the Company is subject to many other laws and regulations where the consequences of non-compliance
could have a material effect on amounts or disclosures in the financial statements, for instance through the
imposition of fines or litigation. We identified the following areas as those most likely to have such an effect:
health and safety, anti-bribery, employment law, regulations affecting telecommunication providers and certain
aspects of Company legislation, recognising the nature of the Company’s activities (including compliance with
Ofcom regulation). Auditing standards limit the required audit procedures to identify non-compliance with these
laws and regulations to enquiry of the directors and inspection of regulatory and legal correspondence, if any.
Therefore, if a breach of operational regulations is not disclosed to us or evident from relevant correspondence,
an audit will not detect that breach.

Context of the ability of the audit to detect fraud or breaches of law or regulation

Owing to the inherent limitations of an audit, there is an unavoidable risk that we may not have detected some
material misstatements in the financial statements, even though we have properly planned and performed our audit
in accordance with auditing standards. For example, the further removed non-compliance with laws and
regulations is from the events and transactions reflected in the financial statements, the less likely the inherently
limited procedures required by auditing standards would identify it.

In addition, as with any audit, there remained a higher risk of non-detection of fraud, as these may involve
collusion, forgery, intentional omissions, misrepresentations, or the override of internal controls.

Our audit procedures are designed to detect material misstatement. We are not responsible for preventing non-
compliance or fraud and cannot be expected to detect non-compliance with all laws and regulations.

16
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Plusnet plc

Independent auditor’s report to the members of Plusnet plc - continued

Strategic report and director’s report

The directors are responsible for the strategic report and the directors’ report. Our opinion on the financial
statements does not cover those reports and we do not express an audit opinion thereon.

Our responsibility is to read the strategic report and the directors’ report and, in doing so, consider whether, based
on our financial statements audit work, the information therein is materially misstated or inconsistent with the
financial statements or our audit knowledge. Based solely on that work:

. we have not identified material misstatements in the strategic report and the directors’ report;

. in our opinion the information given in those reports for the financial year is consistent with the financial
statements; and

. in our opinion those reports have been prepared in accordance with the Companies Act 2006.
Matters on which we are required to report by exception
Under the Companies Act 2006 we are required to report to you if, in our opinion:

. adequate accounting records have not been kept, or returns adequate for our audit have not been received
from branches not visited by us; or

. the financial statements are not in agreement with the accounting records and returns; or

. certain disclosures of directors’ remuneration specified by law are not made; or

o we have not received all the information and explanations we require for our audit

We have nothing to report in these respects.

Directors’ responsibilities

As explained more fully in their statement set out on page 13 the directors are responsible for: the preparation of
the financial statements and for being satisfied that they give a true and fair view; such internal control as they
determine is necessary to enable the preparation of financial statements that are free from material misstatement,
whether due to fraud or error; assessing the Company’s ability to continue as a going concern, disclosing, as
applicable, matters related to going concern; and using the going concern basis of accounting unless they either
intend to liquidate the Company or to cease operations, or have no realistic alternative but to do so.

Auditor’s responsibilities ‘

Our objectives are to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the financial statements as a whole are free from
material misstatement, whether due to fraud or error, and to issue our opinion in an auditor’s report. Reasonable
assurance is a high level of assurance but does not guarantee that an audit conducted in accordance with ISAs
(UK) will always detect a material misstatement when it exists. Misstatements can arise from fraud or error and
are considered material if, individually or in aggregate, they could reasonably be expected to influence the
economic decisions of users taken on the basis of the financial statements.

A fuller description of our responsibilities is provided on the FRC’s website at
www.frc.org.uk/auditorsresponsibilities.

IDte ’Tég\/

Kate Teal (Senior Statutory Auditor)

for and on behalf of KPMG LLP, Statutory Auditor
Chartered Accountants

66 Queen Square

Bristol

BS14BE

26 September 2023
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Plusnet plc

for the year ended 31 March 2023

Turnover

Cost of sales

Gross profit

Administrative expenses
Operating profit
Interest receivable and similar income

Interest payable and similar expenses

Profit before tax

Tax on profit

Profit for the financial year

All results derive from continuing operations.

been presented.

Note

m— @ Document Integrity Verified

Profit and Loss Account and Other Comprehensive Income

2023
£'000

423,352
(259,290)

164,062
(107,934)

56,128
5,885

(1,400)

60,613
(2,869)

57,744

The notes on pages 21 to 35 form an integral part of these financial statements.
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2022
£'000

419,115
(250,227)

168,888
(109,209)

59,679
1,082

(78)

60,683
551

61,234

There has been no other comprehensive income during either 2023 or 2022 other than as disclosed in
the profit and loss account and therefore no separate statement of total comprehensive income has
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Plusnet plc

Balance Sheet

at 31 March 2023

Note
Non-current assets
Intangible assets 9
Tangible assets 10
Contract assets 2
Deferred contract costs 2
Current assets
Stocks 11
Debtors - due within one year 12
Amounts owed by Group undertakings 12
Contract assets 2
Deferred contract costs 2
Deferred tax asset 13
Total assets
Creditors: amounts falling due within one year:
Trade and other payables 15
Contract liabilities 2
Amounts due to Group Undertakings - BT
Net current assets
Creditors: amounts falling due over one year:
Deferred tax
Total assets less current liabilities
Net assets
Equity
Called up share capital 18

Share premium account
Retained earnings

Total equity

The notes on pages 21 to 35 form an integral part of these financial statements.

2023 2022
£'000 £'000
31,236 31,012
1,603 5,424
1,561 129
947 1,353
35,347 37,918
2,751 5,035
9,604 12,595
134,582 125,140
4,962 6,457
10,548 13,414
20 2,389
162,467 165,030
197,814 202,948
(31,421) (33,574)
(7,993) (9,485)
(39,414) (43,059)
123,053 121,971
(500) N
158,400 159,889
157,900 159,889
61 61
3,339 3,339
154,500 156,489
157,900 159,889

The financial statements on pages 18 to 35 were approved and authorised for issue by the board of

directors and were signed on its behalf by:

Stephen Harris (Sep 26, 2023 10:37 GMT+1}
Stephen Harris
Director

26 September 2023
Company registered number - 03279013

@ Document Integrity Verified
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Plusnet plc

Statement of Changes in Equity

Called up Share Retained Total
share remium earnings Equity
capital P & q

£'000 £'000 £'000 £'000

Balance at 1 April 2021 61 3,339 159,903 163,303

Profit for the financial year - - 61,234 61,234
Total comprehensive income for the

year - - 61,234 61,234

Dividends - - (65,000) (65,000)

Share based payments - - 352 352

Balance at 31 March 2022 61 3,339 156,489 159,889

Balance at 1 April 2022 61 3,339 156,489 159,889

Profit for the financial year - - 57,744 57,744
Total comprehensive income for the

year - - 57,744 57,744

Dividends - - (60,000) (60,000)

Share based payments - - 267 267

Balance at 31 March 2023 61 3,339 154,500 157,900

The accompanying notes form an integral part of these financial statements.
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Plusnet plc

Notes to the financial statements
1. Accounting policies
Plusnet plc provides telephone and internet access services in the UK.

The Company is a Public company limited by shares and is incorporated and domiciled in England
and Wales within the United Kingdom. The address of its registered office is The Balance, 2 Pinfold
Street, Sheffield, S1 2GU. The registered company number is 03279013.

Basis of preparation

The financial statements have been prepared in accordance with Financial Reporting Standard 101,
“Reduced Disclosure Framework” (FRS 101), which involves the application of International
Financial Reporting Standards (IFRS) with a reduced level of disclosure.

The financial statements have been prepared on a going concern basis under the historic cost
convention and in accordance with the Companies Act 2006 as applicable to companies using FRS
101.

Going concern

The financial statements have been prepared on a going concern basis which the Directors consider to
be appropriate for the following reasons.

The Directors have prepared cash flow forecasts for a period of 12 months from the date of approval
of these financial statements which indicate that, taking account of reasonably possible downsides on
the operations and its financial resources, the Company will have sufficient funds to meet its liabilities
as they fall due for that period.

The risks considered in the downside assumption include the full financial impact of a reduced
customer base due to increased competition and cost of living, higher wage inflation and increased
bad debt write offs also linked to cost of living. The stress test demonstrates that the degree of
downside assumption required to result in a liquidity issue is not plausible.

Consequently, the Directors are confident that the Group and Company/Company will have sufficient
funds to continue to meet its liabilities as they fall due for at least 12 months from the date of approval
of the financial statements and therefore have prepared the financial statements on a going concern
basis." ‘
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Plusnet plc

Notes to the financial statements (continued)
1. Accounting policies (continued)

Exemptions

The company’s ultimate parent undertaking, BT Group plc, includes the Company in its consolidated
financial statements. The consolidated financial statements of BT Group plc are prepared in
accordance with International Financial Reporting Standards and are available to the public and may
be obtained from The Secretary, BT Group plc, Newgate Street Secretaries Limited, 1 Braham Street,
London, E1 8EE.

In these financial statements, the company has applied the exemptions available under FRS 101 in
respect of the following disclosures:

e (Cash Flow Statement and related notes;

o Certain disclosures regarding revenue;

o Comparative period reconciliations for share capital, tangible fixed assets and intangible
assets; )

o Disclosures in respect of transactions with wholly owned subsidiaries;

¢ Disclosures in respect of capital management;

o The effects of new but not yet effective [FRSs;

¢ Disclosures in respect of the compensation of Key Management Personnel; and disclosures of
transactions with a management entity that provides key management personnel services to
the company.

o [FRS 2 Share Based Payments in respect of group settled share based payments

e Certain disclosures required by IAS 36 Impairment of assets in respect of the impairment of
goodwill and indefinite life intangible assets;

e Certain disclosures required by IFRS 13 Fair Value Measurement and the disclosures
required by IFRS 7 Financial Instrument Disclosures.

Where required, equivalent disclosures have been given in the consolidated financial statements of BT
Group plc.

The company intends to continue to take advantage of these exemptions in future years.

The preparation of financial statements in conformity with FRS 101 requires the use of certain critical
accounting estimates which are discussed within this note. It also require management to exercise
judgement in the process of applying the company’s accounting policies.

Accounting Policies
Revenue
Identification of performance obligations and timing of revenue recognition

On inception of the contract we identify a “performance obligation” for each of the distinct goods or
services we have promised to provide to the customer. The consideration specified in the contract
with the customer is allocated to each performance obligation identified based on their relative
standalone selling prices and is recognised as revenue as they are satisfied.

Below we summarise revenue recognition policy for each of the major performance obligations we
have identified. Also detailed is revenue expected to be recognised in future periods for contracts in
place at 31 March 2023 that contain unsatisfied performance obligations.
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Plusnet plc

Notes to the financial statements (continued)
1.  Accounting policies (continued)

Fixed access subscriptions

Fixed subscription charges are recognised as revenue on a straight line basis over the period that the
services are provided. Upfront charges for non-distinct connection and installation services are
deferred as contract liabilities and are recognised as revenue over the same period. Variable charges
such as call charges are recognised as and when the related services are delivered. Where installation
activities are distinct performance obligations, revenue is recognised at the point in time that the
installation is completed.

Mobile subscriptions

Subscription fees, consisting primarily of monthly charges for access to broadband and other internet
access or voice and data services, are recognised as the service is provided. One-off services such as
calls outside of plan and excess data usage are recognised when the service is used.

Equipment and other services

Revenue from equipment sales is recognised at the point in time that control passes to the customer.
Where payment is not received in full at the time of the sale, such as with equipment provided as part
of mobile and fixed access subscriptions, contract assets are recognised for the amount due from the
customer that will be recovered over the contract period. Revenue to be recognised is calculated by
reference to the relative standalone selling price of the equipment. For other services, revenue is
recognised over the period that the related performance obligations are satisfied, which could be over
time or at a point in time depending on the nature of the service.

Contract Assets and Liabilities

We recognise contract assets for goods and services for which control has transferred to the customer
before consideration is due. These assets mainly relate to customer-provided equipment (CPE)
provided upfront but paid for over the course of a contract. Contract assets are reclassified as
receivables when the right to payment becomes unconditional.

Contract liabilities are recognised where we have received advance payment for goods and services
that we have not transferred to the customer. These primarily relate to fees received for connection
and installation services that are not distinct performance obligations.

Contract costs

Connection costs are deferred as contract fulfilment costs because they allow satisfaction of the
associated connection performance obligation and are considered recoverable. Sales commissions and
other third party contract acquisition costs are capitalised as costs to acquire a contract unless the
associated contract term is less than 12 months, in which case they are expensed as incurred.
Capitalised costs are amortised over the minimum contract term. A portfolio approach is used.

Costs related to delivering services under long-term contractual arrangements are expensed as
incurred except for an element of costs incurred in the initial contract set-up, transition or
transformation phase. These costs are recorded as assets and amortised on a straight line basis over the
remaining contract term, unless the pattern of service delivery indicates a more appropriate profile.
These costs are directly attributable to specific contracts, relate to future activity, will generate future
economic benefits and are regularly assessed for recoverability.
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Plusnet plc

Notes to the financial statements (continued)
1.Accounting policies (continued)
Impairment

The company recognises loss allowances for expected credit losses (ECLs) on financial assets
measured at amortised cost (notably trade receivables) and contract assets.

When determining whether the credit risk of a financial asset has increased significantly since initial
recognition and when estimating ECL, the company considers reasonable and supportable information
that is relevant and available without undue cost or effort. This includes both quantitative and
qualitative information and analysis, based on the company’s historical experience and informed
credit assessment and including forward-looking information.

The gross carrying amount of a financial asset is written off (either partially or in full) to the extent
that there is no realistic prospect of recovery.

Intangible assets

Intangible assets are valued at cost less accumulated amortisation. Acquired customer lists are
amortised over the expected customer life, which has been assessed as 5 years, taking into account
expected levels of customer attrition. Software licences with perpetual terms are amortised over 3
years.

Internal software development costs and network development costs include capitalised employee
costs directly attributable to either bringing computer equipment into working condition for its
intended use within the business or developing and enhancing business operating systems. They are
amortised over 3 to 5 years. ’

Tangible assets

Tangible assets are stated at historical cost, net of any accumulated depreciation, and any impairment
charges. On disposal of tangible assets, the difference between the sale proceeds and the net book
value at the date of disposal is recorded in operating costs in the profit and loss account.

Depreciation is provided on tangible assets on a straight line basis from the time the asset is available
for use, to write off the asset’s cost over the estimated useful life taking into account any expected
residual value.

The lives assigned to principal categories of assets are as follows:
Computer equipment 2 to 5 years

Fixtures and fittings 2 to 8 years

Pension schemes

The Company contributes to a defined contribution group personal pension scheme on behalf of its
employees. The assets of the scheme are held separately from those of the Company in an
independently administered fund. The amount charged against profits represents the contributions
payable to the scheme in respect of the accounting period.
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Plusnet plc

Notes to the financial statements (continued)
1. Accounting policies (continued)
Stock

Stock is valued at the lower of cost and net realisable value. Cost is based on the first-in, first-out
principle.

Monetary assets and liabilities

Foreign currency transactions are translated into sterling at the rate ruling when they occurred.
Foreign currency monetary assets and liabilities are translated at the rate ruling at the balance sheet
date. Any differences are taken to the profit and loss account.

Current and deferred income tax

Current income tax is calculated on the basis of the tax laws enacted or substantively enacted at the
balance sheet date.

Deferred tax is recognised using the liability method, in respect of temporary differences between the
carrying amount of the Company’s assets and liabilities and their tax base. A deferred tax asset is
recognised only when, on the basis of all available evidence, it can be regarded as probable that there
will be suitable taxable profits, within the same jurisdiction, in the foreseeable future against which
the deductible temporary difference can be utilised.

Deferred tax is determined using tax rates that are expected to apply in periods in which the asset is
realised or liability settled, based on tax rates and laws that have been enacted or substantively
enacted by the balance sheet date. Deferred tax balances are not discounted.

Share based payments

The ultimate parent undertaking, BT Group plc, operates a number of equity settled share-based
arrangements, under which the Company receives services from employees as consideration for
equity instruments (share options and shares) of BT Group plc. These equity-settled arrangements are
measured at fair value (excluding the effect of non-market based vesting conditions) at the date of
grant. The determined fair value is recognised as an expense on a straight line basis over the vesting
period, based on the Group’s estimate of the shares that will eventually vest and adjusted for the effect
of non-market-based vesting conditions. The credit side of the entry is recorded in equity. Note 17
provides details of the Company’s ultimate parent and from where its consolidated financial
statements can be obtained.

Critical accounting estimates and key judgements

In the application of the Company’s accounting policies, the directors are required to make
judgements, estimates and assumptions about the carrying amounts of assets and liabilities that are not
readily apparent from other sources. The estimates and associated assumptions are based on historical
experience and other factors that are considered to be relevant. Actual results may differ from these
estimates.

The estimates and underlying assumptions are reviewed on an ongoing basis. Revisions to accounting
estimates are recognised in the period in which the estimate is revised.
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Plusnet plc

Notes to the financial statements (continued)
1. Accounting policies (continued)
Depreciation and Amortisation of Assets

The Company has a number of tangible and intangible assets held on the statement of financial
position. Such assets are held as assets under construction until such a time as they are fully
constructed, brought into use and capable of operating in the manner as intended by management.
The key judgement made by management is determining the timing of when the asset is brought into
use and capable of operating in the manner as intended by management.

The annual depreciation and amortisation charge is sensitive to the estimated service lives allocated to
each type of asset and presented within admin expenses. Asset lives are assessed annually and
changed when necessary to reflect current thinking on the remaining lives in light of any business
changes and the physical condition of the assets concerned. The carrying values of software and
tangible assets are disclosed in notes 9 and 10. The useful lives applied to the principal categories of
assets are disclosed on page 25.

Revenue recognition

Revenue is recognised based on the relative standalone selling price of each performance obligation.
Determining the standalone selling price often requires judgement and may be derived from regulated
prices, list prices, a cost-plus derived price, or the price of similar products when sold on a stand-
alone basis by the Company or a competitor.

2. Revenue

The Company's turnover and operating profit relate entirely to its principal activity and arise in the
United Kingdom. An analysis of revenue by type is as follows:

2023 2022

£'000 £'000

External turnover 423,352 419,115

@) Contract assets and liabilities

2023 2022

£°000 £000

Contract assets — opening balance 6,457 7,661
Contract assets — closing balance 4,962 6,457
Contract liabilities — opening balance (9,485) (14,400)
Contract liabilities — closing balance (7,993) (9,485)

No impairment losses were recognised in the year (2022: £nil). £9.5m recognised as a contract
liability at 1 April 2022 was recognised as revenue during the period. Revenue of £166.2m
(2022:£197.0m) is expected to be recognised in the future related to unsatisfied (or partially
unsatisfied) performance obligations.

26

@ Document Integrity Verified Adobe Acrobat Sign Transaction Number: CBJCHBCAABAAM_krrkCWo2mRZrVsefpbUs3IPoCiaw2u o



Plusnet plc

Notes to the financial statements (continued)
2. Revenue (continued)

(ii) Performance obligations
Significant payment terms

The fixed element of consumer fixed access and mobile subscription arrangements is typically
payable in advance, with any variable or one-off charges billed in arrears. Payment terms are
generally on presentation of the bill. For commercial arrangements, invoices are issued according to
contractual terms and are usually payable on presentation, however, different terms may be
negotiated. Payments received in advance are recorded as contract liabilities, amounts billed in arrears
are recorded as contract assets.

The company does not have material obligations in respect of returns, refunds or warranties.
(iii) Contract costs

We capitalise certain costs associated with the acquisition and fulfilment of contracts with customers
and amortise them over the period that we transfer the associated services. The following table shows
the movements on deferred costs:

Deferred Deferred  Deferred contract Total

connection costs contract acquisition costs -

acquisition costs dealer incentives

- commissions
£000 £000 £°000 £000
April 2022 8,075 1,436 5,256 14,767
Additions 11,905 1,656 6,089 19,650
Released (13,249) (2,058) (7,615) (22,922)
At 31 March 2023 6,731 1,034 3,730 11,495
3. EBITDA
2023 2022
£'000 £'000
Profit before tax 60,613 60,683
Add back:

Finance expense 1,400 78
Interest receivable (5,885) (1,082)
Amortisation and depreciation 12,420 13,944
EBITDA 68,548 73,623

Earnings before Interest, Tax, Depreciation and Amortisation, and share of profits of associates and
joint ventures (“EBITDA™) is not a defined financial measure defined by FRS 101 as a measurement of
financial performance and may not be comparable to other similarly titled indicators used by other
companies.
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Plusnet plc

Notes to the financial statements (continued)
3. EBITDA (continued)

In line with the BT Group plc accounting policies the definition of EBITDA also excludes exceptional
items. EBITDA is provided as additional information only and should not be considered as a substitute
for operating profit or net cash provided by operating activities.

The Company’s management believes that EBITDA is meaningful for users of the financial statements
because it provides an analysis of operating results and profitability using the same measures used by
management. As a consequence, EBITDA is provided in addition to operating profit. EBITDA is a key
measure of operating profitability used to i) implement investments and resource-allocation strategy,
and ii) assess the performance of the management.

4. Expenses and auditor’s remuneration

Included in profit/loss are the following:

2023 2022
£'000 £'000
Depreciation of tangible assets 2,355 4,448
Amortisation of intangible assets 10,065 9,496
Audit fees payable to the auditors for the statutory audit of the Company's 102 81
financial statements
Fees paid to KPMG LLP for non-audit services in the UK were £nil (2022: £nil).
5. Interest receivable and payable
2023 2022
£'000 £'000
Interest receivable from group undertakings 5,885 1,082
Interest payable to group undertakings (1,400) (78)
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Plusnet plc

Notes to the financial statements (continued)
6. Directors’' remuneration

2023 2022
£'000 £'000

Directors’ remuneration - -
Contributions under defined contribution pension scheme - -

The emoluments paid to the highest paid director were nil (2022: £nil).

Mr M Allera, Mr S Harris and Miss J Carman are employed and remunerated by British
Telecommunications plc in respect of their services to the BT group as a whole and they received no
emoluments for their services as directors of Plusnet plc.

7. Employee information

The average monthly number of persons employed by the Company during the year was as follows:

2023 2022
Number Number
Senior executives - -
Professional roles/administration - -
Operations 990 972
990 972

Employment costs of all employees included above amounted to:
2023 2022
£'000 £'000
Wages and salaries 24,014 23,975
Social security costs 1,974 2,030
Other pension costs 885 810
Share based payments 267 352

27,140 27,167

Wages and salaries have been updated to include employee commissions accounted for within direct
cost of sales. This has increased the 2022 comparative figure by £2.171m.
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Plusnet plc

Notes to the financial statements (continued)

8. Taxation

Current tax:
UK corporation tax current year

Deferred tax:

Origination and reversal of timing differences

Re-measurement of deferred tax balances
Amounts under/(over) provided in previous years

Total deferred tax

Tax expense /(credit) in the income statement

Reconciliation of the total tax charge

2023 2022
£'000 £'000
1,394 22

440 (573)
1,035 .
2,869 (551)
2,869 (551)

The tax expense in the income statement for the year is different than the standard rate of corporation
tax in the UK of 19% (2022: 19%). The differences are reconciled below.

Profit for the year
Total tax expense / (credit)

Profit excluding taxation

Tax calculated at UK standard rate of corporation tax of 19%
(2022: 19%)

Effects of:

Expenses not deductible for tax purposes

Non qualifying asset

Group relief losses surrendered/(claimed) for nil payment
Changes in tax laws and rates

Tax (over)/under provided in previous years

@ Document Integrity Verified

2023 2022
£'000 £'000
57,744 61,234
2,869 (551)
60,613 60,683
11,517 11,530
(453) (101)
(9,670) (11,407)
440 (573)
1,035 -
2,869 (551)
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Plusnet plc

Notes to the financial statements (continued)

9. Intangible assets
Software in
course of
External Internal constructio
software software n Total
£'000 £'000 £'000 £'000
Cost
As at 1 April 2022 ! 6,086 61,210 4,641 71,937
Additions - 1,725 5,426 7,151
Transfers 390 5,127 (2,379) 3,138
Adjustments
As at 31 March
2023 6,476 68,062 7,688 82,226
Accumulated
amortisation .
As at 1 April 2022 (5,869) (35,056) - (40,925)
Charge in the year (605) (9,460) - (10,065)
Adjustments - - - -
As at 31 March (6,474) (44,516) - (50,990)
2023
Net book value as at 2 23,546 7,688 31,236
31 March 2023
Net book value as at 217 26,154 4,641 31,012

31 March 2022
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Plusnet plc

Notes to the financial statements (continued)

10. Tangible assets

Fixtures Asset in
Computer and course of
equipment Fittings construction Total
£'000 £'000 £'000 £'000
Cost
As at 1 April 2022 37,262 1,378 - 38,640
Additions 0 - 1,672 1,672
Transfers (2,431 - (707) (3,138)
Adjustments 0 - - -
" As at 31 March 2023 34,831 1,378 965 37,174
Accumulated depreciation
As at 1 April 2022 (31,940) (1,276) - (33,216)
Charge in the year (2,335) (20) - (2,355)
Transfer - - - -
As at 31 March 2023 (34,275) (1,296) - (35,571)
Net book value as at 31 March 2023 556 82 965 1,603
Net book value as at 31 March 2022 5,322 102 - 5,424
11. Stock
2023 2022
£'000 £'000
Finished goods and goods for resale 2,751 5,035
The amount of inventory recognised as an expense during 2023 was £22.1m (2022 £20.1m).
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Plusnet plc

Notes to the financial statements (continued)

12. Debtors

2023 2022
£'000 £'000
Debtors due within one year
Trade and other debtors 6,756 7,746
Amounts owed by group undertakings 134,582 125,140
Prepayments 2,848 4,849

144,186 137,735

Amounts owed by group undertakings include a loan to British Telecommunications plc of £221.5m
(2022: £170.0m) which is interest bearing (Daily capitalisation at risk-free rates published by Bank of
England) unsecured and repayable on demand. The remaining balance is net of any intercompany
creditors balances, unsecured and repayable on demand.

13. Deferred tax

2023 2022
£'000 £'000
Deferred tax comprises:
Difference between accumulated depreciation and capital allowance (500) 2,318
Other temporary differences 20 71
Deferred tax asset / (liability) (480) 2,389
2023 2022
£'000 £'000
Opening deferred tax asset 2,389 1,838
Deferred tax credited / (charged) in the profit and loss account (2,869) 551
Closing deferred tax asset / (liability) (480) 2,389

14. Cash and cash equivalents

The Company, certain fellow subsidiaries and parent companies participate in a cash pooling
arrangement and have jointly and severally guaranteed amounts owing to the Company’s bankers by
any participating company. The liability of the Company is limited to the amounts standing to the credit
of the Company’s accounts with the bank. All cash and cash equivalents balances are reconciling items
due to timing differences.
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Plusnet plc

Notes to the financial statements (continued)

15..  Creditors: amounts falling due within one year

Trade and other payables

Other taxation and social security
Corporation taxes

Accruals

Bank overdraft

16. Obligations

Pensions

(2022: £0.1m).

Debenture

any monies or liabilities due.

he— @ Document Integrity Verified

2023 2022
£'000 £'000
11,552 12,984
18,868 19,296
801 842
200 452
31,421 33,574

The company operates a defined contribution group personal pension scheme. The pension cost charge
for the year represents contributions payable by the Company to fund the scheme and amounted to
£0.9m (2022: £0.8m). The amount of outstanding contributions at the year-end amounted to £0.1m

Bank of Scotland holds a fixed and floating charge over the assets of the company in respect of all or
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Plusnet plc

Notes to the financial statements (continued)
17. Controlling entity

The Company is a wholly owned subsidiary of British Telecommunications plc, which is the
immediate controlling entity. The ultimate controlling entity is BT Group ple.

The parent undertaking of the largest group of companies into which the results of the Company are
consolidated is BT Group plc, a company incorporated in England & Wales. Copies of the financial
statements of BT Group plc may be obtained from The Secretary, BT Group plc, Newgate Street
Secretaries Limited, 1 Braham Street, London, E1 8EE.

The parent undertaking of the smallest group of companies into which the results of the Company are
consolidated is British Telecommunications plc, a company incorporated in England & Wales. Copies
of the financial statements of British Telecommunications plc are available from The Secretary,
British Telecommunications plc, Newgate Street Secretaries Limited, 1 Braham Street, London, E1
8EE

18. Called up share capital

Number .
of Shares £'000
Allotted, called up and fully paid ordinary shares of 0.2p each as at 31 March
2023 30,343,438 61
19. Events after the reporting period
No events noted.
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