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De Vere Grand Connaught Rooms Limited

Strategic Report

Principal Activities of the Company

The principal activity of the Company is the operation of the De Vere Grand Connaught Rooms conference
centre in London. The Company is a member of the UK Group of Companies headed by Principal Hotels
Topco 1 Limited (“the Group™).

Company Business Review

2022 Business Review

The Company’s revenues and operating profitability increased during the year ended 31 December 2022
despite the legacy of the COVID-19 pandemic impacting on trading activity during the first two months of the
year.

The Group’s key measurement of effectiveness of its operations is operating profit before depreciation and
amortisation and exceptional or non-recurring items (“EBITDA”). The Company achieved an EBITDA profit
of £3,546,000 (2021: profit of £501,000). The Company’s total profit before tax was £1,160,000 (2021: loss
of £2,030,000).

The Company’s earnings for the year have been retained and, together with the effects of capital expenditure
and movements on working capital balances, this has led to an increase in year end cash balances from
£408,000 to £550,000.

2023 update and outlook

The directors are cautiously optimistic about the Company and Group’s trading performance, which in 2023
has seen revenue improve compared to 2022 and continues to trend back to (or above) pre COVID-19 levels.

Full details of the Group’s ongoing trading prospects are given in the Group Chief Executive’s Report in the
group financial statements of the UK parent company Principal Hotels Topco 1 Limited, which are available
to the public and can be obtained as set out in note 20.

Principal Risks and Uncertainties

Full details of the Group’s principal risks and uncertainties are given in the Strategic Report of the UK parent
company Principal Hotels Topco | Limited.

Financial risk management objectives and policies

Financial risk management objectives and policies are managed on a unified basis for the Group.

The Company’s activities expose it to a number of financial risks including credit risk, cash flow risk,
liquidity risk and price risk. The use of financial derivatives to manage risks is subject to Board approval and
no financial derivatives are used for speculative purposes.

Cash flow risk

The Company’s activities expose it to the financial risks of changes in foreign currency exchange rates.
These risks are small in the context of the Company’s operations and therefore it does not use financial
instruments to manage its exposure to them due to cost benefit considerations.

Credit risk
The Company’s principal financial assets are bank balances and cash, and trade and other receivables.

The Company’s credit risk is primarily attributable to its trade receivables. The amounts presented in the
balance sheet are net of allowances for doubtful debts. An allowance for impairment is made where there is
an identified loss event which, based on previous experience, is evidence of a reduction in the recoverability
of the cash flows.



De Vere Grand Connaught Rooms Limited

Strategic Report

The credit risk on liquid funds is limited because the counterparty is Barclays Bank plc, a UK bank with a
good credit rating.

The Company has no significant concentration of credit risk other than receivable balances with members of
the Group. The exposure on other receivable balances is spread over a large number of counterparties and
customers.

Liquidity Risk

The Group uses a mixture of shareholder debt and long term bank debt in order to maintain liquidity and to
ensure that sufficient funds are available for ongoing operations and ‘future development. At the date of
signing these financial statements the Group’s bank debt was, subject to compliance with normal banking
conditions and covenants, not due for repayment or renewal until October 2025 at the earliest.

Price Risk

The Company is exposed to commodity price risk, particularly in relation to energy costs. The Company
manages its exposure to energy costs price risks by using fixed rate contracts, where appropriate, to ensure
certainty of costs.

Going Concern basis of accounts preparation

The Company’s ultimate UK parent Principal Hotels Topco 1 Limited has committed to provide support for at
least the next 12 months as long as the Company remains part of the Group.

The directors have considered the future trading prospects of the Group, including its detailed trading and
cash flow projections, which they feel adequately reflect the current economic environment. Despite the
inflationary and consumer challenges in the UK economy, the directors are cautiously optimistic about the
Group’s trading performance, which in 2023 has seen revenue improve compared to 2022 and continues to
trend back to (or above) pre-COVID revenue levels.

The projections show that for a period of not less than 12 months from the date of approval of these financial
statements the Group will have sufficient operational facilities in place, including after considering certain
downside sensitivities. In formulating this assessment, the directors have taken into consideration inflationary
cost pressures and the Group’s improved cash position. The directors have also considered that the Group’s
bank loans are not due for renewal or repayment until October 2025 at the earliest subject to compliance with
normal banking conditions and covenants. The directors continue to be confident on the long term prospects
of the Group.

Accordingly, the directors continue to be satisfied that the Company and the Group will continue in
operational existence for the foreseeable future and for at least the next 12 months and that adopting the going
concern basis in preparing the annual report and financial statements for the Company, as a member of the
Group, is appropriate.

Approved by the Board of Directors
and signed on behalf of the Board

/

J A Burrell
Director
25" August 2023



De Vere Grand Connaught Rooms Limited

Directors' report

The directors present their annual report and the audited financial statements for year ended 31 December
2022.

Going Concern, Future Developments and Financial risk management objectives and policies
The directors set out in the Strategic Report

e the reasoning for the adoption of the going concern basis in preparing the annual report and financial
statements for the Company

¢ an indication of any future developments for the Company; and

o the financial risk management objectives and policies of the Company.

Dividends

No dividends were paid during the financial year (2021: £nil). The directors do not propose to pay a final
dividend (2021: £nil).

Political contributions

There were no donations made to political parties (2021: £nil).

Directors

The directors who held office during the year and subsequent to the balance sheet date were:

J A Burrell
A A Corlett
L K Nicol Donaldson

The Company has made qualifying third party indemnity provisions for the benefit of its directors which were
made during the year and remain in force at the date of this report.

Disclosure of relevant information to auditor

Each of the persons who is a director at the date of approval of this report confirms that:

= 5o far as the director is aware, there is no relevant audit information of which the Company’s auditor is
unaware; and

= the director has taken all the steps that he/she ought to have taken as a director to make himself/herself
aware of any relevant audit information and to establish that the Company’s auditor is aware of that
information.

This confirmation is given and should be interpreted in accordance with the provisions of s418 of the
Companies Act 2006.

Post balance sheet events

There have been no material events since the balance sheet date.



De Vere Grand Connaught Rooms Limited

Directors' report

Auditor

Deloitte LLP have expressed their willingness to continue in office as auditor and appropriate arrangements
are being made for them to be deemed reappointed as auditor in the absence of an Annual General Meeting.

Approved by the Board of Directors and signed on behalf of the Board

>

J A Burrell,

Director
25" August 2023



De Vere Grand Connaught Rooms Limited

Directors' Responsibilities Statement

The directors are responsible for preparing the Annual Report and the financial statements in accordance with
applicable law and regulations.

Company law requires the directors to prepare financial statements for each financial year. Under that law the
directors have elected to prepare the financial statements in accordance with United Kingdom Generally
Accepted Accounting Practice (United Kingdom Accounting Standards and applicable law), including FRS
101 “Reduced Disclosure Framework”. Under company law the directors must not approve the financial
statements unless they are satisfied that they give a true and fair view of the state of affairs of the Company
and of the profit or loss of the Company for that period.

In preparing these financial statements, the directors are required to:

e select suitable accounting policies and then apply them consistently;

o make judgements and accounting estimates that are reasonable and prudent; and

e prepare the financial statements on the going concern basis unless it is inappropriate to presume that
the Company will continue in business.

The directors are responsible for keeping adequate accounting records that are sufficient to show and explain
the Company’s transactions and disclose with reasonable accuracy at any time the financial position of the
Company and enable them to ensure that the financial statements comply with the Companies Act 2006.
They are also responsible for safeguarding the assets of the Company and hence for taking reasonable steps
for the prevention and detection of fraud and other irregularities.



Independent auditor’s report to the members of De Vere Grand Connaught Rooms
Limited '

Report on the audit of the financial statements

Opinion
In our opinion the financial statements of De Vere Grand Connaught Rooms Limited (the “company™):

e give a true and fair view of the state of the company’s affairs as at 31 December 2022 and of its
profit for the year then ended;

e have been properly prepared in accordance with United Kingdom Generally Accepted Accounting
Practice including Financial Reporting Standard 101 “Reduced Disclosure Framework”; and

e have been prepared in accordance with the requirements of the Companies Act 2006.

We have audited the financial statements which comprise:

the profit and loss account;

the statement of other comprehensive income;
the balance sheet;

the statement of changes in equity; and

the related notes 1 to 20.

The financial reporting framework that has been applied in their preparation is applicable law and United A
Kingdom Accounting Standards, including Financial Reporting Standard 101 “Reduced Disclosure
Framework” (United Kingdom Generally Accepted Accounting Practice).

Basis for opinion

We conducted our audit in accordance with International Standards on Auditing (UK) (ISAs (UK)) and
applicable law. Our responsibilities under those standards are further described in the auditor's responsibilities
for the audit of the financial statements section of our report. .

We are independent of the company in accordance with the ethical requirements that are relevant to our audit
of the financial statements in the UK, including the Financial Reporting Council’s (the “FRC’s”) Ethical
Standard, and we have fulfilled our other ethical responsibilities in accordance with these requirements. We
believe that the audit evidence we have obtained is sufficient and appropriate to provide a basis for our
opinion.

Conclusions relating to going concern

In auditing the financial statements, we have concluded that the directors’ use of the going concern basis of
accounting in the preparation of the financial statements is appropriate.

Based on the work we have performed, we have not identified any material uncertainties relating to events or
conditions that, individually or collectively, may cast significant doubt on the company’s ability to continue
as a going concern for a period of at least twelve months from when the financial statements are authorised
for issue.

Our responsibilities and the responsibilities of the directors with respect to going concern are described in the
relevant sections of this report.



Independent auditor’s report to the members of De Vere Grand Connaught Rooms
Limited (continued)

Other information

The other information comprises the information included in the Strategic Report and Director’s Report, other
than the financial statements and our auditor’s report thereon. The directors are responsible for the other
information contained within the Strategic Report and Director’s Report. Our opinion on the financial
statements does not cover the other information and, except to the extent otherwise explicitly stated in our
report, we do not express any form of assurance conclusion thereon.

Our responsibility is to read the other information and, in doing so, consider whether the other information is
materially inconsistent with the financial statements or our knowledge obtained in the course of the audit, or
otherwise appears to be materially misstated. If we identify such material inconsistencies or apparent material
misstatements, we are required to determine whether this gives rise to a material misstatement in the financial
statements themselves. [f, based on the work we have performed, we conclude that there is a material
misstatement of this other information, we are required to report that fact.

We have nothing to report in this regard.
Responsibilities of directors

As explained more fully in the directors’ responsibilities statement, the directors are responsible for the
preparation of the financial statements and for being satisfied that they give a true and fair view, and for such
internal control as the directors determine is necessary to enable the preparation of financial statements that
are free from material misstatement, whether due to fraud or error.

In preparing the financial statements, the directors are responsible for assessing the company’s ability to
continue as a going concern, disclosing, as applicable, matters related to going concern and using the going
concern basis of accounting unless the directors either intend to liquidate the company or to cease operations,
or have no realistic alternative but to do so.

Auditor’s responsibilities for the audit of the financial statements

Our objectives are to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the financial statements as a whole are free
from material misstatement, whether due to fraud or error, and to issue an auditor's report that includes our
opinion. Reasonable assurance is a high level of assurance, but is not a guarantee that an audit conducted in
accordance with [SAs (UK) will always detect a material misstatement when it exists. Misstatements can arise
from fraud or error and are considered material if, individually or in the aggregate, they could reasonably be
expected to influence the economic decisions of users taken on the basis of these financial statements.

A further description of our responsibilities for the audit of the financial statements is located on the FRC’s
website at: www.frc.org.uk/auditorsresponsibilities. This description forms part of our auditor’s report.



Independent auditor’s report to the members of De Vere Grand Connaught Rooms
Limited (continued)

Extent to which the audit was considered capable of detecting irregularities, including fraud

[rregularities, including fraud, are instances of non-compliance with laws and regulations. We design
procedures in line with our responsibilities, outlined above, to detect material misstatements in respect of
irregularities, including fraud. The extent to which our procedures are capable of detecting irregularities,
including fraud is detailed below.

We considered the nature of the company’s industry and its control environment, and reviewed the company’s
documentation of their policies and procedures relating to fraud and compliance with laws and regulations.
We also enquired of management and the directors about their own identification and assessment of the risks
of irregularities, including those that are specific to the company’s business sector.

We obtained an understanding of the legal and regulatory framework that the company operates in, and
identified the key laws and regulations that:

e had a direct effect on the determination of material amounts and disclosures in the financial
statements. These included the UK Companies Act and tax legislation; and

e do not have a direct effect on the financial statements but compliance with which may be
fundamental to the company’s ability to operate or to avoid a material penalty. These included health
and safety and data protection laws.

We discussed among the audit and tax engagement team regarding the opportunities and incentives that may
exist within the organisation for fraud and how and where fraud might occur in the financial statements.

As a result of performing the above, we identified the greatest potential for fraud or non-compliance with laws
and regulations in the following areas, and our procedures performed to address them are described below:

o classification of balances within exceptional costs may be inappropriate. We have selected a sample
of expenses, which we agreed to supporting evidence and assessed whether they have or have not
been correctly classified as exceptional. Further we have reviewed the internal controls over the
classification of exceptional items and determined if the controls have been implemented correctly.

e expenditure may have been inappropriately capitalised in the year that should instead have been
recorded through the profit and loss and in the case of the refurbishments, there is also a risk that the
assets which are being replaced are not properly disposed of. We have selected a sample of fixed
asset additions and agreed to supporting evidence and assessed whether they have been capitalised in
line with IAS 16. Further we have reviewed the internal controls over the capitalisation of
expenditure and determined if the controls have been implemented correctly.

In common with all audits under [SAs (UK), we are also required to perform specific procedures to respond to
the risk of management override. In addressing the risk of fraud through management override of controls, we
tested the appropriateness of journal entries and other adjustments; assessed whether the judgements made in
making accounting estimates are indicative of a potential bias; and evaluated the business rationale of any
significant transactions that are unusual or outside the normal course of business.

In addition to the above, our procedures to respond to the risks identified included the following:

e reviewing financial statement disclosures by testing to supporting documentation to assess
compliance with provisions of relevant laws and regulations described as having a direct effect on
the financial statements;

e performing analytical procedures to identify any unusual or unexpected relationships that may
indicate risks of material misstatement due to fraud;

e enquiring of management and external legal counsel concerning actual and potential litigation and
claims, and instances of non-compliance with laws and regulations; and

¢ reading minutes of meetings of those charged with governance.



Independent auditor’s report to the members of De Vere Grand Connaught Rooms
Limited (continued)

Report on other legal and regulatory requirements

Opinions on other matters prescribed by the Companies Act 2006
In our opinion, based on the work undertaken in the course of the audit:

e the information given in the Strategic Report and the Directors’ Report for the financial year for
which the financial statements are prepared is consistent with the financial statements; and

e the Strategic Report and the Directors’ Report have been prepared in accordance with applicable
legal requirements.

In the light of the knowledge and understanding of the company and its environment obtained in the course of
the audit, we have not identified any material misstatements in the Strategic Report or the Directors’ Report.

Matters on which we are required to report by exception
Under the Companies Act 2006 we are required to report in respect of the following matters if, in our opinion:

¢ adequate accounting records have not been kept, or returns adequate for our audit have not been
received from branches not visited by us; or
the financial statements are not in agreement with the accounting records and returns; or
certain disclosures of directors’ remuneration specified by law are not made; or

e we have not received all the information and explanations we require for our audit.

We have nothing to report in respect of these matters.
Use of our report

This report is made solely to the company’s members, as a body, in accordance with Chapter 3 of Part 16 of
the Companies Act 2006. Our audit work has been undertaken so that we might state to the company’s
members those matters we are required to state to them in an auditor’s report and for no other purpose. To the
fullest extent permitted by law, we do not accept or assume responsibility to anyone other than the company
and the company’s members as a body, for our audit work, for this report, or for the opinions we have formed.

T BN

Timothy Steel ACA (Senior statutory auditor)
For and on behalf of Deloitte LLP

Statutory Auditor

London, United Kingdom

25" August 2023



De Vere Grand Connaught Rooms Limited

Profit and Loss Account
Year ended 31 December 2022

Note 2022 2021
£°000 £°000
Turnover 3 11,783 3,870
Cost of sales (5,048) (1,741)
Gross profit 6,735 2,129
Other operating income 4 - 190
Administrative expenses (4,637) (3,474)
Operating profit / (loss) before depreciation
and exceptional or non-recurring items (“EBITDA™) 3,546 501
Depreciation (1,448) (1,583)
Exceptional or non-recurring items _6 - (73)
Operating profit / (loss) 2,098 (1,155)
Operating profit / (loss) 2,098 (1,155)
Interest payable 7 (938) (875)
Profit / (l(;ss) before tax 8 1,160 (2,030)
Tax 9 141 595
Profit / (loss) for the financial year 1,301 (1,435)

All amounts relate to continuing activities.

Statement of Other Comprehensive Income
Year ended 31 December 2022

For the years ended 31 December 2022 and 31 December 2021 the Company had no transactions that would fall to be
disclosed in a Statement of Other Comprehensive Income other than the net profit or loss for the financial year

reported in the Profit and Loss Account above.
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De Vere Grand Connaught Rooms Limited

Balance sheet
31 December 2022

Fixed assets

Tangible assets
Right-of-use assets

Total fixed assets
Current assets

Stocks

Debtors :
Cash at bank and in hand
Total current assets

Creditors: amounts falling due within one year

Net current assets

Total assets less current liabilities

Creditors: amounts falling due after more than one year
Provisions for liabilities

Net assets

Capital and reserves

Called up share capital

Profit and loss account

Equity shareholders’ funds

The financial statements of De Vere Grand Connaught Rooms Limited, company number 6809588,

approved and authorised for issue by the Board of Directors.

ll

Signed on behalf of the Board of Directors
J A Burrell, Director
25% August 2023

Note

10
11

12

13

14

16

17

2022 2021
£000 £000
2,235 2,776

23,830 24,383
26,065 27,159
58 52
5,003 2,320
550 408
5,611 2,780
(2,520) (1,828)
3,001 952
29,156 28,111
(16,170) (16,285)
(230) (371)
12,756 = 11,455
12,75& 1 1,45§
12,756 11,455
have been



De Vere Grand Connaught Rooms Limited

Statement of changes in equity
31 December 2022

Called up Profit and Total
share loss
capital account
(note 17)
£°000 £°000 £°000
At 1 January 2021 - 12,890 12,890
(Loss) for the financial year ' - (1,435) (1,435)
At 31 December 2021 - 11,455 11,455
Profit for the financial year - 1,301 1,301
At 31 December 2022 - 12,756 12,756

13



De Vere Grand Connaught Rooms Limited

Notes to the financial statements
Year ended 31 December 2022

1. ACCOUNTING POLICIES

The principal accounting policies are summarised below. They have all been applied consistently throughout
the year and the preceding year.

Basis of accounting

De Vere Grand Connaught Rooms Limited is a private company limited by shares incorporated in the United
Kingdom under the Companies Act 2006 and is registered in England and Wales. The address of the
company's registered office is shown on page 1. The nature of the Company’s operations and its principal
activities are set out in the Strategic Report. These financial statements are presented in pounds sterling which
is the currency of the primary economic environment in which the Company operates.

These financial statements are prepared in accordance with FRS 101 (Financial Reporting Standard 101)
‘Reduced Disclosure Framework’ as issued by the Financial Reporting Council.

The financial statements have been prepared under the historical cost convention, and in accordance with
applicable United Kingdom accounting standards and law.

As permitted by FRS 101, the Company, as a qualifying company, has taken advantage of the disclosure
exemptions available under that standard in relation to financial instruments, presentation of a cash-flow
statement, standards not yet effective, impairment of assets and related party transactions. Where required,
equivalent disclosures are given in the group financial statements of Principal Hotels Topco 1 Limited, which
are available to the public and can be obtained as set out in note 20.

Going Concern

The financial statements have been prepared on a going concern basis. Further details regarding the adoption
of the going concern basis can be found in the Strategic Report.

14



De Vere Grand Connaught Rooms Limited

Notes to the financial statements
Year ended 31 December 2022

1. ACCOUNTING POLICIES (continued)

Adoptidn of new and revised standards

There were no new or revised standards adopted.in the current financial year which had an effect on the
current financial year, required a restatement of the prior financial year or which might have an effect on future
financial periods.

Impairment of tangible assets

The carrying value of each of the Company’s cash generating units is compared to its recoverable amount. If
the carrying value of a unit is less than its recoverable amount an impairment loss is recognised in profit or
loss. The impairment loss is allocated first to reduce the carrying amount of any goodwill allocated to that unit
and then to the other assets of the unit on a pro-rata basis.

Where an impairment loss subsequently reverses, the carrying amount of the asset (or cash-generating unit) is
increased to the revised estimate of its recoverable amount, but so that the increased carrying amount does not
exceed the carrying amount that would have been determined had no impairment loss been recognised for the
asset (or cash-generating unit) in prior years. A reversal of an impairment loss is recognised immediately in
profit or loss.

Tangible fixed assets

Tangible fixed assets are stated at cost, net of depreciation and any provision for impairment. Depreciation is
provided on tangible fixed assets at rates calculated to write off the cost, less estimated residual value based on
prices prevailing at the date of acquisition, of each asset on a straight line basis over its expected useful life as

follows:
Plant and equipment 3 to 10 years as appropriate to the asset
Working replacements 3 years

Working replacements are included within the plant and equipment costs in the notes to the financial
statements.

Right-of-use assets

Right-of-use assets are depreciated over the shorter period of the lease term and the useful life of the
underlying asset. [f a lease transfers ownership of the underlying asset or the cost of the right-of-use asset
reflects that the Company expects to exercise a purchase option, the related right-of-use asset is depreciated
over the useful life of the underlying asset.

Stocks

Stocks comprise food and beverages for resale and are stated at the lower of cost and net realisable value.
Provisions are made for obsolete or slow-moving items where appropriate. ‘

Cash and cash equivalents

Cash comprises cash on hand and demand deposits.

15



De Vere Grand Connaught Rooms Limited

Notes to the financial statements
Year ended 31 December 2022

1. ACCOUNTING POLICIES (continued)

Tax

Current tax is provided at amounts expected to be paid (or recovered) using the tax rates and laws that have
been enacted or substantively enacted by the balance sheet date. The tax currently payable is based on taxable
profit for the year. Taxable profit differs from net profit as reported in the profit and loss account because it
excludes items of income or expense that are taxable or deductible in other years and it further excludes items
that are never taxable or deductible.

Deferred tax is the tax expected to be payable or recoverable on differences between the carrying amounts of
assets and liabilities in the financial statements and the corresponding tax bases used in the computation of
taxable profit, and is accounted for using the balance sheet liability method. Deferred tax liabilities are
generally recognised for all taxable temporary differences and deferred tax assets are recognised to the extent
that it is probable that taxable profits will be available against which deductible temporary differences can be
utilised. Such assets and liabilities are not recognised if the temporary difference arises from the initial
recognition of goodwill or from the initial recognition (other than in a business combination) of other assets
and liabilities in a transaction that affects neither the taxable profit nor the accounting profit.

The carrying amount of deferred tax assets is reviewed at each balance sheet date and reduced to the extent
that it is no longer probable that sufficient taxable profits will be available to allow all or part of the asset to be
recovered.

Deferred tax is calculated at the tax rates that are expected to apply in the period when the liability is settled or
the asset is realised based on tax laws and rates that have been enacted or substantively enacted at the balance
sheet date. Deferred tax is charged or credited in the profit and loss account, except when it relates to items
charged or credited in other comprehensive income, in which case the deferred tax is also dealt with in other
comprehensive income.

The measurement of deferred tax liabilities and assets reflects the tax consequences that would follow from the
manner in which the Company expects, at the end of the reporting period, to recover or settle the carrying
amount of its assets and liabilities.

Deferred tax assets and liabilities are offset when there is a legally enforceable right to set off current tax assets
against current tax liabilities and when they relate to income taxes levied by the same tax authority and the
Company intends to settle its current tax assets and liabilities on a net basis.

Revenue Recognition

Revenue is measured based on the consideration to which the Company expects to be entitled in a contract
with a customer and excludes amounts collected on behalf of third parties. The Company recognises revenue
when it transfers control of goods or a service to a customer.

Revenue of the Company comprises the following streams:

Sale of goods

Revenue from the sale of food and beverages is recognised at the point of sale.
Rendering of services

Revenue from room sales and other guest services is recognised when rooms are occupied and as services are
provided.

Government Grants

Government grants that are receivable as compensation for expenses or losses already incurred or for the
purpose of giving immediate financial support to the Company with no future related costs are recognised in
profit or loss in the period in which they become receivable.

16



De Vere Grand Connaught Rooms Limited

Notes to the financial statements
Year ended 31 December 2022

1.

ACCOUNTING POLICIES (continued)

Leases

The Company assesses whether a contract is or contains a lease, at inception of the contract. The Company
recognises a right-of-use asset and a corresponding lease liability with respect to all lease arrangements in
which it is the lessee, except for short-term leases (defined as leases with a lease term of 12 months or less)
and leases of low value assets. For these leases, the Company recognises the lease payments as an operating
expense on a straight-line basis over the term of the lease unless another systematic basis is more
representative of the time pattern in which economic benefits from the leased assets are consumed.

The lease liability is initially measured at the present value of the lease payments that are not paid at the
commencement date, discounted by using the rate implicit in the lease. If this rate cannot be readily
determined, the lessee uses its incremental borrowing rate.

Lease payments included in the measurement of the lease liability comprise:
e Fixed lease payments (including in substance fixed payments), less any lease incentives receivable;

e  Variable lease payments that depend on an index or rate, initially measured using the index or rate at
the commencement date;

e The amount expected to be payable by the lessee under residual value guarantees;
e The exercise price of purchase options, if the lessee is reasonably certain to exercise the options; and

e Payments of penalties for terminating the lease, if the lease term reflects the exercise of an option to
terminate the lease.

The lease liability is presented as a separate line in the balance sheet.

The lease liability is subsequently measured by increasing the carrying amount to reflect interest on the lease
liability (using the effective interest method) and by reducing the carrying amount to reflect the lease payments
made.

The Company remeasures the lease liability (and makes a corresponding adjustment to the related right-of-use
asset) whenever:

e The lease term has changed or there is a significant event or change in circumstances resulting in a
change in the assessment of exercise of a purchase option, in which case the lease liability is
remeasured by discounting the revised lease payments using a revised discount rate.

e The lease payments change due to changes in an index or rate or a change in expected payment under
a guaranteed residual value, in which cases the lease liability is remeasured by discounting the revised
lease payments using an unchanged discount rate (unless the lease payments change is due to a
change in a floating interest rate, in which case a revised discount rate is used).

e A lease contract is modified and the lease modification is not accounted for as a separate lease, in
which case the lease liability is remeasured based on the lease term of the modified lease by
discounting the revised lease payments using a revised discount rate at the effective date of the
modification.

The right-of-use assets comprise the initial measurement of the corresponding lease liability, lease payments
made at or before the commencement day, less any lease incentives received and any initial direct costs. They
are subsequently measured at cost less accumulated depreciation and impairment losses.

Whenever the Company incurs an obligation for costs to dismantle and remove a leased asset, restore the site
on which it is located or restore the underlying asset to the condition required by the terms and conditions of
the lease, a provision is recognised and measured under IAS 37. To the extent that the costs relate to a right-of-
use asset, the costs are included in the related right-of-use asset, unless those costs are incurred to produce
inventories.
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De Vere Grand Connaught Rooms Limited

Notes to the financial statements
‘Year ended 31 December 2022

1. ACCOUNTING POLICIES (continued)

Right-of-use assets are depreciated over the shorter period of lease term and useful life of the underlying asset.
If a lease transfers ownership of the underlying asset or the cost of the right-of-use asset reflects that the
Company expects to exercise a purchase option, the related right-of-use asset is depreciated over the useful life
of the underlying asset. The depreciation starts at the commencement date of the lease.

The right-of-use assets are presented as a separate line in the balance sheet.

The Company applies IAS 36 to determine whether a right-of-use asset is impaired and accounts for any
identified impairment loss as described above.

As a practical expedient, [FRS 16 permits a lessee not to separate non-lease components, and instead account
for any lease and associated non-lease components as a single arrangement. The Company has not used this
practical expedient in respect of service charges associated with property leases.

Pension costs

The Company operates a defined contribution pension scheme for qualifying employees. The amounts
charged to the profit and loss account are the contributions payable for the period. Differences between
contributions payable and contributions paid are included as either accruals or prepayments in the balance
sheet.

Non GAAP performance measure

To monitor the financial performance of the Company, the directors exclude certain items from the operating
profit from continuing operations measure. This measure is called EBITDA and comprises operating profit
from continuing operations before depreciation and amortisation and exceptional or non-recurring items. The
face of the income statement presents EBITDA and reconciles this to operating profit as required to be
presented under the applicable accounting standards.

Exceptional or non-recurring items include restructuring and redundancy costs, profits or losses on the
disposal of hotels and venues and property, plant and equipment, impairment provisions and costs arising from
major refurbishments.

The term EBITDA is not defined under FRS 101 and may not be comparable with similarly titled profit
measures reported by other companies. It is not intended to be a substitute for, or superior to, GAAP
measurements of profit.
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De Vere Grand Connaught Rooms Limited

Notes to the financial statements
Year ended 31 December 2022

1. ACCOUNTING POLICIES (continued)

Financial instruments

Financial assets and financial liabilities are recognised in the Company’s balance sheet when the Company
becomes a party to the contractual provisions of the instrument.

Financial assets and financial liabilities are measured initially at fair value. Transaction costs that are directly
attributable to the acquisition or issue of financial assets and financial liabilities (other than financial assets and
financial liabilities at fair value through profit or loss) are added to or deducted from the fair value of the
financial assets or financial liabilities, as appropriate, on initial recognition. Transaction costs directly
attributable to the acquisition of financial assets or financial liabilities at fair value through profit or loss are
recognised immediately in profit or loss.

Financial assets

All financial assets are recognised and derecognised on a trade date basis. All recognised financial assets are
measured subsequently in their entirety at either amortised cost or fair value, depending on the classification of
the financial assets.

Classification of financial assets
Debt instruments that meet the following conditions are measured subsequently at amortised cost:

e the financial asset is held within a business model whose objective is to hold financial assets in order
to collect contractual cash flows; and

e the contractual terms of the financial asset give rise on specified dates to cash flows that are solely
payments of principal and interest on the principal amount outstanding.

Debt instruments that meet the following conditions are measured subsequently at fair value through other
comprehensive income (FVTOCI):

e the financial asset is held within a business model whose objective is achieved by both collecting
contractual cash flows and selling the financial assets; and

e the contractual terms of the financial asset give rise on specified dates to cash flows that are solely
payments of principal and interest on the principal amount outstanding.

The Company has none of the latter type of financial assets and therefore all financial assets are measured
subsequently at amortised cost.

Impairment of financial assets

The Company recognises a loss allowance for expected credit losses (ECL) on trade receivables. The amount
of expected credit losses is updated at each reporting date to reflect changes in credit risk since initial
recognition. The Company always recognises lifetime ECL for trade receivables using a provision based on
the Company’s historical credit loss experience.

In assessing whether there has been any impairment of amounts owed by Group companies the Directors take
account of the support provided by the UK parent company, Principal Hotels Topco 1 Limited, which has
undertaken to ensure that such amounts will be recoverable in full.

For all other financial instruments, the Company recognises lifetime ECL when there has been a significant
increase in credit risk since initial recognition.

Lifetime ECL represents the expected credit losses that will result from all possible default events over the
expected life of a financial instrument. In contrast, 12-month ECL represents the portion of lifetime ECL that
is expected to result from default events on a financial instrument that are possible within 12 months after the
reporting date.
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1.

ACCOUNTING POLICIES (continued)

(i) Significant increase in credit risk

In assessing whether the credit risk on a financial instrument has increased significantly since initial
recognition, the Company compares the risk of a default occurring on the financial instrument at the reporting
date with the risk of a default occurring on the financial instrument at the date of initial recognition.

[rrespective of the outcome of the above assessment, the Company presumes that the credit risk on a financial
asset has increased significantly since initial recognition when contractual payments are more than 30 days
past due, unless the Company has reasonable and supportable information that demonstrates otherwise.

Despite the foregoing, the Company assumes that the credit risk on a financial instrument has not increased
significantly since initial recognition if the financial instrument is determined to have low credit risk at the
reporting date. A financial instrument is determined to have low credit risk if:

e the financial instrument has a low risk of default;

o the debtor has a strong capacity to meet its contractual cash flow obligations in the near term; and

e adverse changes in economic and business conditions in the longer term may, but will not necessarily,
reduce the ability of the borrower to fulfil its contractual cash flow obligations.

(ii) Credit-impaired financial assets

A financial asset is credit-impaired when one or more events that have a detrimental impact on the estimated
future cash flows of that financial asset have occurred.

(iii) Write-off policy

The Company writes off a financial asset when there is information indicating that the debtor is in severe
financial difficulty and there is no realistic prospect of recovery. Financial assets written off may still be
subject to enforcement activities under the Company’s recovery procedures, taking into account legal advice
where appropriate. Any recoveries made are recognised in profit or loss.

(iv) Measurement and recognition of expected credit losses

The measurement of expected credit losses is a function of the probability of default, loss given default (i.e. the
magnitude of the loss if there is a default) and the exposure at default. The assessment of the probability of
default and loss given default is based on historical data adjusted by forward-looking information as described
above. As for the exposure at default, for financial assets, this is represented by the assets’ gross carrying
amount at the reporting date.

For financial assets, the expected credit loss is estimated as the difference between all contractual cash flows
that are due to the Company in accordance with the contract and all the cash flows that the Company expects to
receive, discounted at the original effective interest rate.

Derecognition of financial assets

The Company derecognises a financial asset only when the contractual rights to the cash flows from the asset
expire, or when it transfers the financial asset and substantially all the risks and rewards of ownership of the
asset to another entity. If the Company neither transfers nor retains substantially all the risks and rewards of
ownership and continues to control the transferred asset, the Company recognises its retained interest in the
asset and an associated liability for amounts it may have to pay. If the Company retains substantially all the
risks and rewards of ownership of a transferred financial asset, the Company continues to recognise the
financial asset and also recognises a collateralised borrowing for the proceeds received.

Financial liabilities and equity Classification as debt or equity

Debt and equity instruments are classified as either financial liabilities or as equity in accordance with the
substance of the contractual arrangements and the definitions of a financial liability and an equity instrument.
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1. ACCOUNTING POLICIES (continued)

Equity instruments

An equity instrument is any contract that evidences a residual interest in the assets of an entity after deducting
all of its liabilities. Equity instruments issued by the Company are recognised at the proceeds received, net of
direct issue costs.

Repurchase of the Company’s own equity instruments is recognised and deducted directly in equity. No gain
or loss is recognised in profit or loss on the purchase, sale, issue or cancellation of the Company’s own equity
instruments.

Financial liabilities

The Company has no financial liabilities that are (i) held-for-trading, or (ii) designated as at FVTPL and
therefore all financial liabilities are measured subsequently at amortised cost using the effective interest
method.

The effective interest method is a method of calculating the amortised cost of a financial liability and of
allocating interest expense over the relevant period. The effective interest rate is the rate that exactly discounts
estimated future cash payments (including all fees and points paid or received that form an integral part of the
effective interest rate, transaction costs and other premiums or discounts) through the expected life of the
financial liability, or (where appropriate) a shorter period, to the amortised cost of a financial liability.

Derecognition of financial liabilities

The Company derecognises financial liabilities when, and only when, the Company’s obligations are
discharged, cancelled or they expire. The difference between the carrying amount of the financial liability
derecognised and the consideration paid and payable is recognised in profit or loss.
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2. SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING JUDGEMENTS AND ESTIMATES

In the application of the Company’s accounting policies, which are described in note 1 above, the directors are
required to make judgements, estimates and assumptions about the carrying amounts of assets and liabilities
that are not readily apparent from other sources. The estimates and associated assumptions are based on
historical experience and other factors that are considered to be relevant. Actual results may differ from these
estimates.

The estimates and underlying assumptions are reviewed on an ongoing basis. Revisions to accounting
estimates are recognised in the period in which the estimate is revised if the revision affects only that period,
or in the period of the revision and future periods if the revision affects both current and future periods.

The key assumptions conceming the future, and other key sources of uncertainty at the balance sheet date, that
have a potential risk of causing a material adjustment to the carrying amounts of assets and liabilities within
the next financial year, are discussed below.

Corporation tax and deferred tax

The calculation of the Company’s tax charge necessarily involves a degree of estimation and judgement in
respect of certain items. In calculating the Company’s tax charge, there are inherent assumptions made around
assets which qualify for capital allowances as well as the level of expenses which are disallowable for
corporation tax purposes.

Further judgement is required in relation to any deferred tax assets which may arise as the recoverability of
these assets is reliant on future taxable profits. Deferred tax liabilities are calculated based on the Company’s
expectations regarding the manner and timing of the recovery of the related assets.

No provision for corporation tax has been made at the balance sheet date. The amounts both provided and not
provided in respect of deferred tax at the balance sheet date are set out in note 16. '
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3.

TURNOVER

An analysis of the Company’s turnover, all of which arose in the UK and relates
to continuing operations and a single business segment, is as follows:

Sales of goods
Rendering of services

Total turnover

OTHER OPERATING INCOME

Government grants — job retention scheme
Government grants — local restriction support grants

‘Total other operating income

STAFF COSTS

The average monthly number of employees during the year was:

Administration
Sales
Operational

Total employees

Their aggregate remuneration comprised:
Wages and salaries
Social security costs

Pension costs

Total remuneration

2022 2021
£000 £°000
4,472 1,651
7,311 2,219

11,783 3,870

2022 2021

£000 £°000
- 152

- 38

- 190
2022 2021
17 11

2 1

72 46

91 58
£000 £°000
2,415 1,323
234 129
47 32
2,696 1,484

The directors received no remuneration in respect of services to the Company during the year (2021: £nil).
The directors are employed by Principal Hayley Limited, a fellow Group company, and it is not practicable to

allocate a proportion of their costs to the Company.
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6.

EXCEPTIONAL OR NON-RECURRING ITEMS

Redundancy costs and other staff costs
Costs arising from refurbishments

Total exceptional or non-recurring items

INTEREST PAYABLE

Lease interest (note 15)

Total interest payable

PROFIT / (LOSS) BEFORE TAX

Profit /(loss) before tax is stated after charging / (crediting):

Depreciation — tangible assets

Depreciation — right-of-use assets

Cost of inventories recognised as an expense

Auditor’s remuneration - audit of the Company’s financial statements
Fees payable to the Company’s auditors for other services
Government grants — job retention scheme (note 4)

Government grants — local restriction support grants (note 4)
Exceptional or non-recurring items (note 6)

2022 2021
£2000 £000
- 71
- 2
- 73
2022 2021
£7000 £000
938 875
938 875
2022 2021
£000 £000
868 1,045
580 538
866 232
16 1
- (152)
- (38)
- 73
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9. TAX
2022 2021
£000 £000
The tax charge for the year comprises:
Current tax
UK corporation tax on the profit / (loss) for the year . - -
Total current tax charge / (credit) - -
Deferred tax
Total deferred tax charge / (credit) (141) (595)
Total tax charge / (credit) for the year (141) (595)

The charge for the year can be reconciled to the profit in the profit and loss account as follows:

2022 2021
£000 £000
Profit / (loss) before tax . 1,160 (2,030)
Tax at standard UK rate of 19.0% (2021: 19.0%) 220 (386)
Effects of:
Expenses not deductible for tax purposes 72 65
Income not taxable @) .
Other amounts deductible for tax purposes 99) (43)
Group relief surrendered for nil consideration (298) 208
Change in tax rates 32 89
Adjustments to the tax charge in respect of prior periods ’ - (528)
Total tax charge / (credit) for the year (141) (595)

Under Finance Act 2021 enacted on 10 June 2021, the Corporation Tax rate for the 12 months from 1 January
2022 remains at 19% but will increase to 25% as the planned main rate of corporation tax from 1 April 2023.
The deferred tax balances are calculated using the rates at which each temporary difference is expected to
reverse.
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10. TANGIBLE FIXED ASSETS

Cost

At 1 January 2022
Additions

Disposals

At 31 December 2022
Accumulated depreciation
At 1 January 2022

Charge for the year
Disposals

At 31 December 2022

Net book value

At 31 December 2022

At 31 December 2021

Plant and
equipment
£°000

7,848
327
(587)

7,588

5,072
868
(587)

5,353

2,235

2,776

The Company’s fixed assets are charged in favour of the Group’s lending bankers as security for its

borrowings.
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11. RIGHT-OF-USE ASSETS

Cost

At 1 January 2022
Additions

Disposals

At 31 December 2022
Accumulated depreciation
At 1 January 2022

Charge for the year
Disposals

At 31 December 2022

Net book value

At 31 December 2022

At 31 December 2021

Leasehold
land and
buildings

£°000

27,822
27

27,849

3,439
580

4,019

23,830

24,383

The Company’s interests in right-of-use assets are charged in favour of the Group’s bankers as security for its

borrowings.

12. DEBTORS

2022 2021

£°000 £7000

Trade debtors 478 482
Amounts owed by subsidiaries of the ultimate parent company 4,234 1,631
Other debtors 2 -
Prepayments and accrued income 289 207
Total debtors 5,003 2,320

Amounts owed by subsidiaries of the ultimate parent company are repayable on demand and are interest free.
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13.

14.

CREDITORS: AMOUNTS FALLING DUE WITHIN ONE YEAR

Trade creditors

Accruals and deferred income
Other creditors

Tax and social security

Lease liabilities (note 15)

Total creditors falling due within one year

Amounts due to Group undertakings are payable on demand and are interest free.

CREDITORS: AMOUNTS FALLING DUE AFTER MORE THAN ONE YEAR

Lease liabilities (note 15)

Total creditors falling due after more than one year

2022 2021
£°000 £°000
246 255
1,649 1,275
473 87

37 76

115 135
2,520 1,828
2022 2021
£°000 £°000
16,170 16,285
16,170 16,285
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18. LEASE LIABILITIES
Right of use assets

Movements in right of use assets are set out in note 11.

Lease liabilities

Amounts due for settlement within 12 months (note 13)
Amounts due for settlement in more than 12 months (note 14)

Maturity analysis

Within one year

In the second to fifth year inclusive
After five years

2022 2021
£°000 £7000
115 135
16,170 16,285
16,285 16,420
115 135
532 502
15,638 15,783
16,285 16,420

The Company remeasured the lease liability in the year due to an increase in expected future repayments of the
lease liability. The lease liability has increased by £27,000 (2021: increase of £1,636,000) as a result of this
remeasurement and the right of use asset has increased by £27,000 (2021: increase of £1,636,000) (note 11).

The total cash outflow for leases in 2022 was £1,100,000 (2021: £944,000)

Amounts recognised in the profit and loss account

Depreciation expense on right of use assets
Interest expense on lease liabilities

2022
£000

580
938

2021
£000

538
875
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16.

17.

DEFERRED TAX
Deferred tax is provided as follows: Accelerated Tax Total
tax losses
depreciation

£°000 £'000 £°000
(Asset) / liability at 1 January 2021 966 - 966
‘Charged / (credited) to the profit and loss account 100 (695) (595)
(Asset) / liability at 31 December 2021 1,066 (695) 371
Charged / (credited) to the profit and loss account (141) - (141)
(Asset) / liability at 31 December 2022 925 (695) 230

Deferred tax assets and liabilities are offset where the Company has a legally enforceable right to do so. The
following is the analysis of the deferred tax balances (after offset) for financial reporting purposes:

2022 2021

£°000 £°000

Deferred tax liabilities 925 1,066
Deferred tax assets . : (695) (695)

Total deferred tax 230 371

The Company has no unprovided deferred tax assets (2021: £nil).

‘The deferred tax balances in these financial statements are calculated using tax rates substantively enacted at

the balance sheet date.

CALLED UP SHARE CAPITAL

2022 2021
£ £

Allotted, called up and fully paid:
1 Ordinary share of £1 1 1
Total share capital 1 1
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18.

19.

20.

RELATED PARTY TRANSACTIONS

The Company has taken advantage of the exemption in FRS 101 not to disclose transactions with other Group
companies. :

GUARANTEES AND CONTINGENT LIABILITIES

The Company, together with certain other fellow Group companies, has given guarantees to a maximum of
£198.3 million (2021 - £208.5 million) over the UK borrowings of Principal Hotels Topco 3 Limited a fellow
Group company. At 31 December 2022 the borrowings outstanding covered by this guarantee totalled £198.3

million (2021 - £208.5 million).

ULTIMATE PARENT COMPANY AND CONTROLLING PARTY

In the opinion of the directors, the Company's ultimate parent company is SOF-9 Rome Holdings Lux Sarl, a
company incorporated in Luxembourg. The ultimate parent company is owned by private equity funds and is
managed on their behalf by Starwood Capital Group LLC, a company registered in the United States of
America. The parent undertaking of the largest group which includes the Company and for which group
financial statements are prepared is Principal Hotels Topco 1 Limited, a company incorporated in Great Britain
which has the same Registered Office as the Company. The parent undertaking of the smallest such group is
Principal Hotels Topco 3 Limited, a company incorporated in Great Britain which has the same Registered
Office as the Company. Copies of the group financial statements of Principal Hotels Topco 1 Limited and
Principal Hotels Topco 3 Limited are available from Companies House, Crown Way, Maindy, Cardiff CF14
3UZ.

The Company's immediate controlling party is Principal Hayley Group Limited which has the same Registered
Office as the Company.
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