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Essity Operations Manchester Limited
(Formerly SCA Hygiene Products Manchester Limited)

Strategic report for the year ended 31 December 2017

Review of business and future developments
Raw material prices eased towards the end of the year but market conditions remain very competitive. The

company continues to focus on product innovation and operational savings through efficiency programmes in
manufacturing. This sentiment is expected to continue throughout 2018.

The company manufactures disposable hygiene products which are being sold to our sister company, Essity
UK Limited (formerly SCA Hygiene Products UK Limited).

Key Performance Indicators (“KPIs”)
The company relies on different Key Performance Indicators at an operational level. Such KPIs are used by the

management team to monitor performance on a regular basis and are monitored at business group level.

The main KPIs are as follows:

2017 2016
Current Ratio — current assets divided by current liabilities 0.6) 1.2
External Current Ratio — 3rd party current assets divided by 3rd party
current liabilities 2.2 1.0
Gross Margin - the ratio of gross profit to turnover expressed as a
percentage 5.4% 7.3%
Pre Tax profit Margin — the ratio of the profit before tax to turnover
expressed as a percentage 3.0% 1.9%

Principal risks and uncertainties
The management of the business and execution of the company’s strategy are subject to a number of risks.

The key business risks and uncertainties affecting the company are considered to relate to the competitive
nature of the market place and fluctuations in energy and raw materials costs.

The board has overall responsibility for the company’s risk management and internal control systems and for
reviewing their effectiveness. The systems are designed to provide reasonable control over the activities of the
company and to enable the board to comply with the Directors’ responsibilities.

Financial risk management
The company has in place a risk management programme that seeks to limit the adverse effects on the financial

performance of the company by monitoring levels of debt finance and the related finance costs. The company
does not use derivative financial instruments to manage interest rate costs and as such, no hedge accounting is
applied.



Essity Operations Manchester Limited
(Formerly SCA Hygiene Products Manchester Limited)

Strategic report for the year ended 31 December 2017 (continued)

The finance department has a policy and procedure manual set by the Essity AB Board that sets out specific
guidelines to manage interest rate risk, credit risk and circumstances where it would be appropriate to use
financial instruments.

Currency risk — transaction exposure
The company has import costs in different currencies. This exposes thc company lo curtency fluctuations.

Essity’s financial policy provides guidelines for managing the company’s transaction exposure.

Cash management
As a member of the Essity cash pool arrangement, the company’s cash management is effectively controlled by

Essity Treasury AB, a fellow group company. The Essity treasury function conducts an annual risk assessment
exercise, taking into account credit rating information regarding the company, provided by an external credit
rating agency. This information is used to provide a risk adjusted interest rate which is applied between the
company and its parent in respect of any loans receivable or payable, on an arm’s length basis.

Interest rate and cash flow risk
The company has an interest bearing asset and liability consisting of a loan to and from other related

companies. The interest rate is calculated on an arm’s length basis and is variable in nature.

Energy price risk
Due to its energy intensive operations, the company is exposed to risks relating to the changes in the price of

energy, particularly gas and electricity. When the energy price risk is not hedged, price changes in the energy
market have a direct impact on the company’s operating result. The Essity group’s energy price policy forms a
framework of guidelines for managing energy price risk.

Dividends
The directors do not propose the payment of a dividend (2016: £nil).

By O of the Board

Pau %&(Lﬁ* -
Company secretary

2% SePveMBET 2013



Essity Operations Manchester Limited
(Formerly SCA Hygiene Products Manchester Limited)

Directors’ report for the year ended 31 December 2017

The directors present their annual report and the audited financial statements of the company for the year ended
31 December 2017.

Principal activities
The company’s principal activity during the year was the manufacture of disposable hygiene products.

Future developments
See the Strategic report on page 2 for information on future developments.

Dividends
See the Strategic report on page 3 for information on dividends.

Financial risk management

See the Strategic report on page 2 for information on financial risk management.

Directors
The directors who held office during the year and up to the date of signing the financial statements are given

below:

P A Bailey Company secretary

C Rydebrink

K J Starr (appointed 3 March 2017)
S A Barker (resigned 3 March 2017)
Employees

The company’s policy is to consult and discuss with employees, through unions, works councils and at
meetings, to raise common awareness on the part of all employees of the financial and economic factors
affecting the company’s performance and to enable employees to raise views.

Information on matters of concern to employees is given through information bulletins, briefings and reports
which seek to achieve a common awareness on the part of all employees of the financial and economic factors
affecting the company’s performance.

The company’s policy is not to discriminate on grounds of sex, age, national origin, disability or sexual
orientation in any aspect of the employment relationship, including recruitment, training, career development,’
or other employment benefits.

Applications for employment by disabled persons are always fully considered, bearing in mind the respective '
aptitudes and abilities of the applicant concerned. In the event of members of staff becoming disabled every
effort is made to ensure that their employment with the company continues and the appropriate training is
arranged. It is policy of the company that the training, career development and promotion of a disabled person
should, as far as possible, be identical to that of a person who does not suffer from a disability.



Essity Operations Manchester Limited
(Formerly SCA Hygiene Products Manchester Limited)

Directors’ report for the year ended 31 December 2017 (continued)

Employees (continued)
Consultations with employees or their representatives have continued at all levels, with the aim of ensuring that

their views are taken into account when decisions are made that are likely to affect their interests and that all
employees are aware of the financial and economic performance of their business units and of the company as
a whole. Communication with all employees continues with works councils and the in-house intranet.

Going concern
The company is profitable and has net assets and net current assets at the balance sheet date. As noted above

this is expected to continue to be the case for the foreseeable future.

Independent auditors
In accordance with s485 of the Companies Act 2006, a resolution has been proposed at the Annual General

Meeting for reappointment of Ernst & Young LLP as auditors of the Company.

Statement of disclosure of information to auditors
So far as each director is aware, there is no relevant audit information of which the company's auditors are

unaware.

Each director has taken all the steps that ought to have been taken in their duty as directors in order to make
themselves aware of any relevant audit information and to establish that the company's auditors are aware of
that information.

Statement of directors’ responsibilities
The directors are responsible for preparing the Strategic report, Directors’ report and the financial statements in
accordance with applicable law and regulations.

Company law requires the directors to prepare financial statements for each financial year. Under that law the
directors have elected to prepare the financial statements in accordance with applicable law and United
Kingdom Accounting Standards (United Kingdom Generally Accepted Accounting Practice), including
Financial Reporting Standard 101 ‘Reduced Disclosure Framework’. '

Under company law the directors must not approve the financial statements unless they are satisfied that they
give a true and fair view of the state of affairs of the company and of the profit or loss of the company for that
period. In preparing these financial statements, the directors are required to:

¢ select suitable accounting policies and then apply them consistently;

¢ make judgments and estimates that are reasonable and prudent;

e state whether applicable UK Accounting Standards have been followed, subject to any material
departures disclosed and explained in the financial statements; and

e prepare the financial statements on the going concern basis unless it is inappropriate to presume that
the company will continue in business.



Essity Operations Manchester Liniited
(Formerly SCA Hygiene Products Manchester Limited)

Directors’ report for the year ended 31 December 2017 (continued)

Statement of directors’ responsibilities (continued)

The directors are responsible for keeping adequate accounting records that are sufficient to show and explain
the company’s transactions and disclose with reasonable accuracy at any time the financial position of the
company and enable them to ensure that the financial statements comply with the Companies Act 2006. They
are also responsible for safeguarding the assets of the company and hence for taking reasonable steps for the
prevention angd detection of fraud and other irrcgularitics. '

By of the Board

Paa % Bie T
Company secretary

28 Sepvend ER 2o 8



Essity Operations Manchester Limited

Independent auditor’s report to the members of Essity Operations
Manchester Limited

Opinion

We have audited the financial statements of Essity Operations Manchester Limited (Formerly SCA Hygiene
Products Manchester Limited) for the year ended 31 December 2017 which comprise the Income Statement,
the Statement of comprehensive income, the Statement of financial position, the Statement of changes in equity
and the related notes 1 to 21, including a summary of significant accounting policies. The financial reporting
framework that has been applied in their preparation is applicable law and United Kingdom Accounting
Standards including FRS 101 “Reduced Disclosure Framework” (United Kingdom Generally Accepted
Accounting Practice).

In our opinion, the financial statements:

e  give a true and fair view of the company’s affairs as at 31 December 2017 and of its profit for the year
then ended; :

e  have been properly prepared in accordance with United Kingdom Generally Accepted Accounting
Practice; and

e  have been prepared in accordance with the requirements of the Companies Act 2006.

Basis for opinion

We conducted our audit in accordance with International Standards on Auditing (UK) (ISAs (UK)) and
applicable law. Our responsibilities under those standards are further described in the Auditor’s responsibilities
for the audit of the financial statements section of our report below. We are independent of the company in
accordance with the ethical requirements that are relevant to our audit of the financial statements in the UK,
including the FRC’s Ethical Standard, and we have fulfilled our other ethical responsibilities in accordance
with these requirements.

We believe that the audit evidence we have obtained is sufficient and appropriate to provide a basis for our
opinion.

‘Conclusions relating to going concern

We have nothing to report in respect of the following matters in relation to which the ISAs (UK) require us to
report to you where:

e the directors’ use of the going concern basis of accounting in the preparation of the financial
statements is not appropriate; or

e the directors have not disclosed in the financial statements any identified material uncertainties that may
cast significant doubt about the company’s ability to continue to adopt the going concern basis of
accounting for a period of at least twelve months from the date when the financial statements are
authorised for issue.



Essity Operations Manchester Limited

Independent auditor’s report to the members of Essity Operations
Manchester Limited (continued)

Other information

The other information comprises the information included in the annual report, other than the financial
statements and our auditor’s report thereon. The directors are responsible for the other information.

Our opinion on the financial statements does not cover the other information and, cxcept to lhe exient
otherwise explicitly stated in this report, we do not express any form of assurance conclusion thereon.

In connection with our audit of the financial statements, our responsibility is to read the other information and,
in doing so, consider whether the other information is materially inconsistent with the financial statements or
our knowledge obtained in the audit or otherwise appears to be materially misstated. If we identify such
material inconsistencies or apparent material misstatements, we are required to determine whether there is a
material misstatement in the financial statements or a material misstatement of the other information. If, based
on the work we have performed, we conclude that there is a material misstatement of the other information, we
are required to report that fact.

We have nothing to report in this regard.

Opinions on other matters prescribed by the Companies Act 2006

In our opinion, based on the work undertaken in the course of the audit:

e the information given in the strategic report and the directors’ report for the financial year for which the
financial statements are prepared is consistent with the financial statements; and

e the strategic report and directors’ report have been prepared in accordance with applicable legal
requirements.

Matters on which we are required to report by exception

In the light of the knowledge and understanding of the company and its environment obtained in the course of
the audit, we have not identified material misstatements in the strategic report or directors’ report.

We have nothing to report in respect of the following matters in relation to which the Companies Act 2006
requires us to report to you if, in our opinion:
e adequate accounting records have not been kept or returns adequate for our audit have not been received
from branches not visited by us; or
the financial statements are not in agreement with the accounting records and returns; or
certain disclosures of directors’ remuneration specified by law are not made; or
we have not received all the information and explanations we require for our audit.



Essity Operations Manchester Limited

Independent auditor’s report to the members of Essity Operations
Manchester Limited (continued)

Responsibilities of directors

As explained more fully in the directors’ responsibilities statement set out on page 5, the directors are
responsible for the preparation of the financial statements and for being satisfied that they give a true and fair
view, and for such internal control as the directors determine is necessary to enable the preparation of financial
statements that are free from material misstatement, whether due. to fraud or error.

In preparing the financial statements, the directors are responsible for assessing the company’s ability to
continue as a going concern, disclosing, as applicable, matters related to going concern and using the going
concern basis of accounting unless the directors either intend to liquidate the company or to cease operations,
or have no realistic alternative but to do so.

Auditor’s responsibilities for the audit of the financial statements

Our objectives are to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the financial statements as a whole are free
from material misstatement, whether due to fraud or error, and to issue an auditor’s report that includes our
opinion. Reasonable assurance is a high level of assurance, but is not a guarantee that an audit conducted in
accordance with ISAs (UK) will always detect a material misstatement when it exists. Misstatements can arise
from fraud or error and are considered material if, individually or in the aggregate, they could reasonably be
expected to influence the economic decisions of users taken on the basis of these financial statements.

A further description of our responsibilities for the audit of the financial statements is located on the
Financial Reporting Council’s website at https://www.frc.org.uk/auditorsresponsibilities. This description

forms part of our auditor’s report.

Use of our report

This report is made solely to the company’s members, as a body, in accordance with Chapter 3 of Part 16 of the
Companies Act 2006. Our audit work has been undertaken so that we might state to the company’s members
those matters we are required to state to them in an auditor’s report and for no other purpose. To the fullest
extent permitted by law, we do not accept or assume responsibility to anyone other than the company and the
company’s members as a body, for our audit work, for this report, or for the opinions we have formed.

ng 2 k/ogm)g P

Chris Nobbs (Senior statutory auditor)
for and on behalf of Ernst & Young LLP, Statutory Auditor
Luton

Date 2 &5 SgPTem~qCR 2o\k



Essity Operations Manchester Limited
(Formerly SCA Hygiene Products Manchester Limited)

Income Statément for the year ended 31 December 2017

2017 2016
Note £000 . £000
Turnover | 2 62,355 63,588
Cost of sales (59,013) (58,964)
Gross profit 3,342 4,624
Other operating charges ' 3 (1,095) (1,704)
Other operating income 4 374 -
Operating profit 6 2,621 2,920
Interest receivable and similar income 7 - 2
Interest payable and similar charges 8 (834) (1,211)
Other finance income/(expenses) 18 76 (473)
Profit on ordinary activities before taxation 1,863 1,238
Tax on profit on ordinary activities 9 371 514
Profit for the financial year 2,234 1,752

All activities are in respect of continuing operations.

10



Essity Operations Manchester Limited

(Formerly SCA Hygiene Products Manchester Limited)

Statement of comprehensive income for the year ended 31 December

2017

2017 2016

Note £000 £000

Profit for the financial year 2,234 1,752
Actuarial losses on pension scheme 18 3,716) (16,833)

Movement on deferred tax relating to pension scheme (12) 2,339

Transfer of Pension Scheme 18 - 3,073

Pension settlement gain 18 3,786 -
Cash flow hedges 332) 2,114

Movement on deferred tax relating to cash flow hedges 71) 43
Other comprehensive expense for the year (345) (9,264)
Total comprehensive income/(expense) for the year 1,889 (7,512)

11



Essity Internal

Essity Operations Manchester Limited

(Formerly SCA Hygiene Products Manchester Limited)

Statement of financial position as at 31 December 2017

2017 2016
Note £000 £000

Fixed assets
Intangible assets 10 5,360 5,579
Tangible assets . 11 52,362 53,672

57,722 59,251
Current assets
Stocks 12 8,426 5,743
Debtors (of which £nil (2016: £11,885,000) is due after more 13 41,914 36,082
than one year)
Cash at bank and in hand 1 3

50,341 41,828
Creditors: amounts falling due within one year 14 (82,299) (31,768)
Net current (liabilities)/assets (31,958) 10,060
Total assets less current liabilities 25,764 69,311
Creditors: amounts falling due after more than one year 15 (31,074) (31,072)
Provisions for liabilities 16 (10,988) (4,080)
Net (liabilities)/assets excluding pension surplus/(deficit) (16,300) 34,159
Pension surplus/(deficit) 18 39,113 (13,233)
Net assets including pension surplus 22,815 20,926
Capital and reserves
Called up share capital 19 65,000 65,000
Hedge accounting reserve 858 1,261
Profit and loss account (43,043) (45,335)
Total shareholders’ funds 22,815 20,926

The financial statements on pages 10 to 36 were approved by the board of directors on 28 September 2018 and

werg sfgned on its behalf by:

Paul Bailey
Director

Essity Operations Manchester Limited is registered in England and Wales under company number 04119442,

12
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Essity Operations Manchester Limited
(Formerly SCA Hygiene Products Manchester Limited)

Statement of changes in equity for the year ended 31 December 2017

Called up Hedge Profit Total
share reserve and loss  shareholders’
capital Energy account funds
£°000 £000 £°000 £000
As at 1 January 2016 65,000 (896) (35,666) 28,438
Profit for the financial year - - 1,752 1,752
Transfer of pension scheme - - 3,073 3,073
Actuarial loss recognised in the pension - - (16,833) (16,833)
scheme
Movement on deferred tax relating to - - 2,339 2,339
pension scheme
Hedge reserve energy . - 2,114 - 2,114
Movement on deferred tax relating to - 43 - 43
hedge reserve energy
As at 31 December 2016 65,000 1,261 (45,335) 20,926
As at 1 January 2017 65,000 1,261 (45,335) 20,926
Profit for the financial year - - 2,234 2,234
Pension settlement gain - - 3,786 3,786
Actuarial loss recognised in the pension - - (3,716) (3,716)
scheme
Movement on deferred tax relating to - - (12) 12)
pension scheme
Hedge reserve energy - (332) - (332)
Movement on deferred tax relating to - (71) - (71)

hedge reserve energy

As at 31 December 2017 65,000 858 (43,043) 22,815




Essity Operations Manchester Limited
(Formerly SCA Hygiene Products Manchester Limited)

Statement of accounting policies

General information

The principal activity of the company is the manufacture, distribution and sale of paper based hygiene
products. The company is a private company incorporated in the United Kingdom. Its registered address is
Southfields Road, Dunstable, Bedfordshire, LU6 3EJ.

Basis of preparation
These financial statements have been prepared in accordance with Financial Reporting Standard 101 “Reduced

Disclosure Framework” (“FRS101“) and the Companies Act 2006.
The financial statements are prepared in sterling which is also the functional currency.

The accounting policies set out below have been consistently applied to all the years presented unless
otherwise stated. They have been prepared under the historical cost convention, and on a going concern basis.

Consolidated financial statements have not been prepared by the Company as it is entitled to the exemption
under section 400 of the Companies Act 2006, by virtue of being included in the consolidated financial
statements of Essity Group Holding BV (formerly SCA Group Holding BV). These financial statements
present information about the company as an individual undertaking and not about its group.

The preparation of financial statements in conformity with FRS 101 requires the use of certain critical
accounting estimates. It also requires management to exercise its judgement in the process of applying the
company’s accounting policies. The areas involving a higher degree of judgement or complexity, or areas
where assumptions and estimates are significant to the financial statements are disclosed below.

Exemptions ,
The following exemptions from the requirements of IFRS have been applied in the preparation of these
financial statements, in accordance with FRS 101:

- Paragraphs 45(b) and 46 to 52 of IFRS 2, ‘Share-based payment’ (details of the number and weighted-
average exercise prices of share options, and how the fair value of goods or services received was
determined)

- IFRS 7, ‘Financial Instruments: Disclosures’

- Paragraphs 91 to 99 of IFRS 13, ‘Fair value measurement’ (disclosure of valuation techniques and inputs
.used for fair value measurement of assets and liabilities)

- Paragraph 38 of IAS 1, ‘Presentation of financial statements’ comparative information requirements in
respect of:

o paragraph 79(a)(iv) of IAS 1

o paragraph 73(e) of IAS 16 Property, plant and equipment

o paragraph 118(e) of IAS 38 Intangible assets (reconciliations between the carrying amount at the
beginning and end of the period)

14



Essity Operations Manchester Limited
(Formerly SCA Hygiene Products Manchester Limited)

Statement of accounting policies (continued)

Exemptions (continued)
- The following paragraphs of IAS 1, ‘Presentation of financial statements’:
o 10(d), (statement of cash flows)

o 10(f) (a statement of financial position as at the beginning of the preceding period when an entity
applies an accounting policy retrospectively or makes a retrospective restatement of items in its
financial statements, or when it reclassifies items in its financial statements)

16 (statement of compliance with all IFRS)
38A (requirement for minimum of two primary statements, including cash flow statements)
38B-D (additional comparative information)
40A-D (requirements for a third statement of financial position)
111 (cash flow statement information)
o 134-136 (capital management disclosures)
- TAS 7, ‘Statement of cash flows’
- Paragraph 30 and 31 of IAS 8 ‘Accounting policies, changes in accounting estimates and errors’
(requirement for the disclosure of information when an entity has not applied a new IFRS that.has been

0O 0 0 o0 o

issued but is not yet effective)

- Paragraph 17 of 1AS 24, ‘Related party disclosures’ (key management compensation)

- The requirements in IAS 24, ‘Related party disclosures’ to disclose related party transactions entered into
between two or more members of a group.

Intangible assets
Goodwill represents the excess of the fair value of the consideration given over the fair value of the identifiable

net assets acquired.

The recoverable amount of goodwill is derived from measurement of the present value of the future cash flows
of the cash generating units of which the goodwill is a part. Any impairment loss in respect of a CGU is
allocated first to the goodwill attached to the CGU, and then to other assets within that CGU on a pro rata
basis. '

In accordance with FRS 101, goodwill is not amortised and is instead subject to an annual impairment review.
The requirement of the Companies Act 2006 is to amortise goodwill over its deemed useful life, however this
requirement conflicts with the generally accepted accounting principles set out in FRS 101. The Directors
consider that to amortise this goodwill would not give a true and fair view, but that a true and fair view is given
by following FRS 101 as described above.

Royalties
Royalties are charged on the net invoiced external sale value on products under the sub-licence agreement.

Tangible fixed assets and depreciation
The cost of fixed assets is their purchase cost, together with any incidental costs of acquisition. Depreciation is

calculated so as to write off the cost, or valuation, of tangible fixed assets, less their estimated residual values,
on a straight-line basis over the expected useful economic lives of the assets concerned.

15



Essity Operations Manchester Limited
(Formerly SCA Hygiene Products Manchester Limited)

Statement of accounting policies (continued)

Tangible fixed assets and depreciation (continued)

The principal annual rates used for this purpose are: %
Freehold improvements 2-5

Buildings : .25

Plant and machinery 3-33

No depreciation is provided on freehold land or assets under construction.
Assets held for sale are written down to net realisable value and reclassified to current assets.

Finance and operating leases
Costs in respect of operating leases are charged on a straight line basis over the lease term. Leasing

arrangements which transfer to the company substantially all the benefits and risks of ownership of an asset are
treated as if the asset had been purchased outright. The assets are included in fixed assets and the capital
element of the leasing commitments is shown as obligations under finance leases. The lease rentals are treated
as consisting of capital and interest elements. The capital element is applied to reduce the outstanding
obligations and the interest element charged against profit in proportion to the reducing capital element
outstanding. Assets held under finance leases are depreciated over their useful economic lives.

Stocks
Stocks are stated at the lower of cost and net realisable value. In determining the cost of raw materials, work in

progress, and consumables, the first in first out basis is used. In the case of manufactured products, cost
includes all direct expenditure and production overheads based on the normal level of activity. Where
necessary, provision is made for obsolete, slow moving and defective stocks.

Debtors
Short term debtors are measured at transaction price less any impairment.

Creditors
Creditors are obligations to pay for goods or services that have been acquired in the ordinary course of

business from suppliers.
Short term creditors are measured at the transaction price.

Cash at bank and in hand
Cash and short-term deposits in the balance sheet comprise cash at bank and in hand and short term deposits

with an original maturity of three months or less.

Provisions
Provisions are recognised when the company has a present obligation, as a result of a past event, and it is

probable that an outflow of economic benefits will be required to settle the obligation, and a reliable estimate -
of that obligation can be made. Provisions for restructuring measures are made when a detailed, formal plan for
the measures exists and well-founded expectations have been created among those who will be affected by the
measures.

16



Essity Operations Manchester Limited
(Formerly SCA Hygiene Products Manchester Limited)

Statement of accounting policies (continued)

Foreign currencies
Transactions in foreign currencies are recorded using the rate of exchange ruling at the date of the transaction.

Monetary assets and liabilities denominated in foreign currencies are translated using the rate of exchange
ruling at the balance sheet date and the gains or losses on translation are included in the profit and loss account.

Derivative financial instruments

The company uses derivative financial instruments such as forward currency and energy contracts to hedge its
risks associated with foreign currency and energy prices. All derivatives are initially and continuously
recognised at fair value in the balance sheet.

The fair value of forward contracts is calculated by reference to current forward exchange rates/energy prices
for contracts with similar maturity profiles.

When using hedge accounting, the relationship between the hedge instrument and the hedged item is
documented: Assessment of the effectiveness of the hedge is also documented, both when the transaction is
initially executed and on an ongoing basis. Hedge effectiveness is the extent to which the hedging instrument
offsets changes in value in a hedged item’s fair value or cash flow. The ineffective portion is recognised
directly in profit or loss.

Cash flow hedges

Gains and losses on remeasurement of derivatives intended for cash flow hedging are recognised in equity
under other comprehensive income and reversed to profit or loss at the rate at which the hedged cash flow
affects profit or loss.

Cash flow hedges relating to transaction exposure affect other operating income/expenses. Cash flow hedges
relating to energy affect cost of sales.

Emissions rights
Emission allowances relating to carbon-dioxide emissions are recognised as an intangible asset and as deferred

income (liability) when they are received. Allowances are received free of charge and measured and reported at
market value as of the day to which the allocation pertains. For allocated emission allowances, the reported
cost and provisions for emissions amount to the market value as of the day to which the allocation pertains. For
purchased emission allowances, the reported cost and provisions for emissions amount to the purchase price.
During the year, the initial liability for emission allowances received is recognised through the profit and loss
account as income in pace with carbon-dioxide emissions made. If the market price of emission allowances on
the balance sheet date is less than reported cost, any surplus emission allowances that are not required to cover
emissions made are written down to the market price applying on the balance sheet date. In conjunction with
this, the remaining part of the deferred income is recognised as income by a corresponding amount and
therefore no net effect occurs in profit and loss account. The emissions allowances are used as payment in the
settlement with the UK Government regarding liabilities for emissions. If the emission allowances received do
not cover emissions made, Essity makes.a provision to reserves for the deficit valued at the market value on the
balance sheet date. Sales of surplus emission allowances are recognised as income on the settlement date.

Turnover
Turnover, which excludes value-added tax, represents the amounts derived from the provision of goods and

services to customers during the year. Turnover is recognised when title passes to the customer. All turnover is
to associated group companies.

17



Essity Operations Manchester Limited
(Formerly SCA Hygiene Products Manchester Limited)

Statement of accounting policies (continued)

Taxation

The tax expense for the period comprises current and deferred tax. Tax is recognised in the income statement,
except to the extent that it relates to items recognised in other comprehensive income or directly in
shareholders’ funds. In this case, the tax is also recognised in other comprehensive income or directly in
shareholders’ funds, respectively.

The current incomc tax charge is calculaled on the basis of the tax laws enacted or substantively enacted at the
balance sheet date in the countries where the company operates and generates taxable income. Management
periodically evaluates positions taken in tax returns with respect to situations in which applicable tax regulation
is subject to interpretation. It establishes provisions where appropriate on the basis of amounts expected to be :
paid to the tax authorities.

Deferred income tax is recognised on temporary differences arising between the tax bases of assets and
liabilities and their carrying amounts in the financial statements. However, deferred tax liabilities are not
recognised if they arise from the initial recognition of goodwill; or arise from initial recognition of an asset or
liability in a transaction other than a business combination that at the time of the transaction affects neither
accounting nor taxable profit or loss. Deferred income tax is determined using tax rates (and laws) that have
been enacted or substantively enacted by the balance sheet date and are expected to apply when the related
deferred income tax asset is realised or the deferred income tax liability is settled.

Deferred income tax assets are recognised only to the extent that it is probable that future taxable profit will be
available against which the temporary differences can be utilised.

Deferred income tax assets and liabilities are offset when there is a legally enforceable right to offset current
tax assets against current tax liabilities and when the deferred income taxes assets and liabilities relate to
income taxes levied by the same taxation authority on either the same taxable entity or different taxable entities
where there is an intention to settle the balances on a net basis.

Employee benefits
The company operates various post-employment schemes, including both defined benefit and a defined
contribution pension plan.

A defined contribution plan is a pension plan under which the company pays fixed contributions into a separate
entity. The company has no legal or constructive obligations to pay further contributions if the fund does not
hold sufficient assets to pay all employees the benefits relating to employee service in the current and prior
periods. A defined benefit plan is a pension plan that is not a defined contribution plan.

Typically defined benefit plans define an amount of pension benefit that an employee will receive on
retirement, usually dependent on one or more factors such as age, years of service and compensation.

The liability recognised in the balance sheet in respect of defined benefit pension plans is the present value of
the defined benefit obligation at the end of the reporting period less the fair value of plan assets. The defined
benefit obligation is calculated annually by independent actuaries using the projected unit credit method. The
present value of the defined benefit obligation is determined by discounting the estimated future cash outflows
using interest rates of high-quality corporate bonds that are denominated in the currency in which the benefits
will be paid, and that have terms to maturity approximating to the terms of the related pension obligation. In
countries where there is no deep market in such bonds, the market rates on government bonds are used.
Remeasurement gains and losses arising from experience adjustments and changes in actuarial assumptions are
charged or credited to shareholders’ funds in other comprehensive income in the period in which they arise.

The amount charged or credited to finance costs is a net interest amount calculated by applying the liability
discount rate to the net defined benefit liability or asset. Past-service costs are recognised immediately in the
income statement.
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Essity Operations Manchester Limited
(Formerly SCA Hygiene Products Manchester Limited)

Statement of accounting policies (continued)

Employee benefits (continued)

For the defined contribution plan, the company pays contributions to publicly or privately administered
pension insurance plans on a mandatory, contractual or voluntary basis. The company has no further payment
obligations once the contributions have been paid. The contributions are recognised as employee benefit
expense when they are due. Prepaid contributions are recognised as an asset to the extent that a cash refund or
a reduction in the future payments is available.

Going concern
The company is profitable and has net assets and net current assets at the balance sheet date. As noted above

this is expected to continue to be the case for the foreseeable future.

Critical accounting estimates and assumptions

The company makes estimates and assumptions concerning the future. The resulting accounting estimates will,
by definition, seldom equal the related actual results. The estimates and assumptions that have a significant risk
of causing a material adjustment to the carrying amounts of assets and liabilities within the next financial year
are addressed below.

Defined benefit pension scheme

The company has an obligation to pay pension benefits to certain employees. The cost of these benefits and the
present value of the obligation depend on a number of factors, including; life expectancy, salary increases,
asset valuations and the discount rate on corporate bonds. Management estimates these factors in determining
the net pension obligation in the balance sheet. The assumptions reflect historical experience and current
trends. See note 18 for the disclosures of the defined benefit pension scheme.
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Essity Operations Manchester Limited
(Formerly SCA Hygiene Products Manchester Limited)

Notes to the financial statements
for the year ended 31 December 2017

1 Directors emoluments

The directors received £nil remuneration from the company during the year (2016: £nil). The directors were
remunerated by fellow group companies in the year. No allocation of the directors’ emoluments has been made
as the directors provide minimal services to the company.

2 Turnover

The analysis by geographical area of the destination of the company’s turnover is set out below.

2017 2016
£°000 £000
United Kingdom : 62,355 63,588

All turnover is derived from one class of business. Principally all of the profit and net assets of the business are
in the United Kingdom. ’

3  Other operating charges

2017 2016

£000 £000

Administrative expenses 1,095 1,703
Selling expenses - 1
1,095 1,704

20



Essity Operations Manchester Limited
(Formerly SCA Hygiene Products Manchester Limited)

Notes to the financial statements
for the year ended 31 December 2017 (continued)

4 Other operating income

2017 2016
£000 £000
Exchange gains 374 -

S Employee information

The average monthly number of persons (excluding executive directors) employed by the conﬁpany during the
year was:

2017 2016
Number Number
By activity

Production and distribution 166 161
Administration 2 2
’ 168 163
2017 2016
£000 £000

Staff costs (for the above persons):
Wages and salaries 6,637 6,059
Social security costs 669 618
Other pension costs 2,764 2,135

10,070 8,812
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Essity Operations Manchester Limited
(Formerly SCA Hygiene Products Manchester Limited)

Notes to the financial statements
for the year ended 31 December 2017 (continued)

6

Operating Profit
2017 2016
£000 £000
Operating profit is stated after charging/(crediting):
Depreciation charge for the year on owned tangible fixed assets 4,701 4,824
Inventory recognised as an expense 33,186 33,454
Exchange (gains)/losses 374) 776
Operating lease charges 8 8

Auditors’ remuneration has been met on behalf of the company by Essity UK Limited. Services provided by
the company’s auditors: Fees payable for the audit of £45,000 (2016: £53,000).

7

8

Interest receivable and similar income
2017 2016
£000 £000
On amounts owed by group undertakings - 2

Interest payable and similar charges

2017 2016
£000 £000
On amounts owed to group undertakings - 834 1,211
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Essity Operations Manchester Limited

(Formerly SCA Hygiene Products Manchester Limited)

Notes to the financial statements
for the year ended 31 December 2017 (continued)

9 Tax on profit on ordinary activities

Tax credit included in the income statement

2017 2016
£000 £000
Current tax:
United Kingdom-corporation tax on profit for the year
- Current tax on profit (10,399) (5,919)
- Adjustments in respect of prior year 157 -
Total current tax credit ’ (10,242) (5,919)
Deferred tax:
- Origination and reversal of timing differences 11,078 5,285
- Rate change 1,295) 121
- Prior year adjustment 88 -
- Pension costs in excess of relief -
Total deferred tax charge (note 15) 9,871 5,405
Tax on profit on ordinary activities 371) (514)
Tax charge included in other comprehensive expense
2017 2016
£°000 £000
Current tax - -
Deferred tax:
- Origination and reversal of temporary differences 83 (2,382)
Total tax charge/(credit) included in other comprehensive income/expenses 83 (2,382)
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Essity Operations Manchester Limited
(Formerly SCA Hygiene Products Manchester Limited)

Notes to the financial statements
for the year ended 31 December 2017 (continued)

9 Tax on profit on ordinary activities (continued)

The standard rate of tax for the year, based on the UK standard rate of corporation tax is 19.25% (2016: 20.0%).
The actual tax credit for thc year is lower (2016: lower) than the standard rate for the reasons set out in the

following reconciliation:

2017 2016
£000 £°000
Profit on ordinary activities before taxation 1,863 1,238
Profit on ordinary activities multiplied by the standard rate of corporation tax 359 248
19.25% (2016: 20.0%)
Effects of:
- Expenses not deductible for tax purposes 320 505
- Deferred tax effect of reduction in main rate of Corporation Tax (1,295) -
- Capital allowances more than depreciation - 275
- Adjustments in respect of prior year 245 120
- Other short term timing differences - (1,662)
Tax credit (371) (514)

The Finance Act 2016, which was enacted on 15 September 2016 included legislation to reduce the main rate
of Corporation Tax from 20% to 19% from 1 April 2017, resulting in a blended current tax rate of 19.25% for
the period (2016: 20%). A further reduction in the UK Corporation Tax rate to 17% from 1 April 2020 was
also included in the Finance Act 2016 and consequently deferred tax has been recognised at a rate of 17%.
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Essity Operations Manchester Limited
(Formerly SCA Hygiene Products Manchester Limited)

Notes to the financial statements
for the year ended 31 December 2017 (continued)

10 Intangible assets

Emission Patents/ Goodwill Total

rights licence

£000 £000 £000 £000
Cost
At 1 January 2017 410 24 5,169 5,603
Additions 187 - - 187
Disposals (406) - - (406)
At 31 December 2017 191 24 5,169 5,384
Accumulated amortisation
At 1 January 2017 - 24 - 24
Charge for the year - - - -
At 31 December 2017 - 24 - 24
Net book amount
As at 31 December 2017 191 - 5,169 5,360
As at 31 December 2016 410 - 5,169 5,579

The goodwill arose on the acquisition of the trade and assets of the business from Procter & Gamble.
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Essity Operations Manchester Limited
(Formerly SCA Hygiene Products Manchester Limited)

Notes to the financial statements
for the year ended 31 December 2017 (continued)

11 Tangible fixed assets

Freehold
land and Plant and Assets under ,
improvements Buildings machinery construction Total
£000 £000 £000 £000 £°000
Cost or valuation
At 1 January 2017 6,471 20,087 74,498 2,622 103,678
Additions 29 21 617 2,949 3,616
Disposals - - (1,016) - (1,016)
Reclassifications 266 136 716 (1,118) -
At 31 December 2017 6,766 20,244 74,815 4,453 106,278
Accumulated depreciation
At 1 January 2017 467 8,324 41,215 - 50,006
Charge for the year 68 911 3,722 - 4,701
Disposals - - (791) - (791)
At 31 December 2017 535 9,235 44,146 - 53,916
Net book amount
At 31 December 2017 6,231 11,009 30,669 4,453 52,362
At 31 December 2016 6,004 11,763 33,283 2,622 53,672

The value of freehold land not depreciated as at 31 December 2017 was £5,640,000 (2016: £5,640,000).
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Essity Operations Manchester Limited

(Formerly SCA Hygiene Products Manchester Limited)

Notes to the financial statements
for the year ended 31 December 2017 (continued)

12 Stocks
2017 2016
£000 £000
Raw materials and consumables 2,209 1,310
Work in progress 3,598 2,140
Engineering stores 2,619 2,293
8,426 5,743
There is no material difference between the replacement cost of stocks and their balance sheet amounts.
13 Debtors
2017 2016
£000 £000
Amounts falling due within one year
Trade debtors 817 636
Amounts owed by group undertakings 23,099 24,120
Corporation tax 16,103 5,919
Deferred tax (note 17) 2 3,052
Other taxation and social security 1,060 1,260
Other debtors 90 85
Prepayments and accrued income 743 1,010
41,914

36,082

Included above is an amount of £nil (2016: £11,885,000) owed by group undertakings which is due after more

than one year. This is unsecured, interest free and has no fixed date of repayment.

The fair value of any gains on contracts at the balance sheet date relating to currency is £nil (2016: £83,000)
and relating to energy is £792,000 (2016: £1,059,000). These figures are disclosed in the Amounts owed by

group undertakings above.
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Essity Operations Manchester Limited
(Formerly SCA Hygiene Products Manchester Limited)

Notes to the financial statements
for the year ended 31 December 2017 (continued)

14 Creditors: amounts falling due within one year

2017 2016

£°000 £000

Trade creditors 6,534 7,162
Amounts owed to group undertakings 69,975 17,707
Accruals and deferred income 5,790 6,899
82,299 31,768

Included above are:

An amount owed to Essity Treasury AB of £67,536,000 (2016: £14,716,000 due to SCA Capital NV) on which
interest is payable at the Natwest Bank base rate plus 0.5% (2016: 0.5%).

An amount owed to Essity Holding UK Limited of £nil (2016: £29,000 owed to SCA UK Holdings Ltd) which
is unsecured, has no fixed date of repayment and is interest free.

All other amounts owed to group undertakings are unsecured, interest free and have no fixed date of
repayment.

The fair value of any losses on contracts at the balance sheet date relating to currency is £9,000 (2016: £nil)

and relating to energy is £2,000 (2016: £6,000). These figures are disclosed in the Amounts owed to group
undertakings above.

15 Creditors: amounts falling due after more than one year

2017 2016
£°000 £000
Amounts owed to group undertakings 31,074 31,072

Included above are:

An amount owed to Essity UK Limited of £31,072,000 (2016: £31,072,000 owed to SCA Hygiene Products -
UK Limited) which is unsecured, has no fixed date of repayment and interest is payable at the Natwest Bank
base rate plus 0.5% (2016: 0.5%).

An amount owed to Essity Treasury AB of £2,000 (2016: £nil) which is unsecured, has no fixed date of
repayment and is interest free.
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Essity Operations Manchester Limited
(Formerly SCA Hygiene Products Manchester Limited)

Notes to the financial statements
for the year ended 31 December 2017 (continued)

16 Provisions for liabilities

Deferred Emission Total
tax liability rights )

(Note 17)
£000 £000 £000
At 1 January 2017 3,904 176 4,080
Profit and loss account charge for the year 6,863 - 6,863
Statement of Comprehensive Income 40 - 46
Emissions for the year - 181 18i
Utilised during the year - (176) (176)
At 31 December 2017 10,807 181 10,988

Emissions
The emissions allowance is expected to be utilised within one year of receipt by April every year.
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Essity Operations Manchester Limited

(Formerly SCA Hygiene Products Manchester Limited)

Notes to the financial statements

for the year ended 31 December 2017 (continued)

17 Deferred tax

The provision for deferred tax consists of the following deferred tax assets:

2017 2016
£°000 £000
Deferred tax assets due within 12 months - (678)
Deferred tax liabilities due within 12 months 25 15
Total deferred tax due within 12 months 25 (663)
2017 2016
£000 £000
Deferred tax assets due after 12 months 2) (2,374)
Deferred tax liabilities due after 12 months 10,783 3,889
Total deferred tax due after 12 months 10,781 1,515
2017 2016
£,000 £,000
Total liability 10.806 852
Deferred tax Accelerated Other Total
capital
allowances
£2000 £000 £000
At January 2017 3,624 (2,772) 852
Charged to the income statement 273 9,598 8,561
Charged to other comprehensive income - 83 83
At 31 December 2017 3,897 6,909 10,806
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Essity Operations Manchester Limited
(Formerly SCA Hygiene Products Manchester Limited)

Notes to the financial statements
for the year ended 31 December 2017 (continued)

18 Post-employment benefits

The company operated both a defined benefit and a defined contribution scheme during the year.

Defined benefit scheme

Plan assets held in the fund are governed by local regulations and practice in the United Kingdom.
Responsibility for the governance of the plan — including investment decisions and contribution schedules —
lies jointly with the company and the board of directors of the fund.

The risks of the scheme are as follows:

(a) Asset volatility

The plan liabilities are calculated using a discount rate set with reference to corporate bond yields; if plan
assets underperform this yield, this will create a deficit. The plan holds a significant proportion of equities,
which are expected to outperform corporate bonds in the long-term while providing volatility and risk in the
short-term.

As the plans mature, the company intends to reduce the level of investment risk by investing more in assets
that better match the liabilities. However, the company believes that due to the long-term nature of the plan
liabilities and the strength of the supporting group, a level of continuing equity investment is an appropriate
element of the group’s long-term strategy to manage the plans efficiently.

(b) Changes in bond yields )
A decrease in corporate bond yields will increase plan liabilities, although this will be partially offset by an
increase in the value of the plans’ bond holdings.

(c) Life expectancy
The majority of the plan’s obligations are to provide benefits for the life of the member, so increases in life

expectancy will result in an increase in the plan’s liabilities.

(d) Inflation risk

The pension obligations are linked to inflation, and higher inflation will lead to higher liabilities (although, in-
most cases, caps on the level of inflationary increases are in place to protect the plan against extreme inflation).

The majority of the plan’s assets are either unaffected by (fixed interest bonds) or loosely correlated with
(equities) inflation, meaning that an increase in inflation will also increase the deficit.
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Essity Operations Manchester Limited
(Formerly SCA Hygiene Products Manchester Limited)

Notes to the financial statements
for the year ended 31 December 2017 (continued)

18 Post-employment benefits (continued)

A comprehensive actuarial valuation of the company pension scheme, using the projected unit basis, was '
carried out at 31 December 2014 by Towcrs Watson LLP, independent consulting actuaries. Adjustments to the
valuation at that date have been made based on the following assumptions:

At 31 December At 31 December

2017 2016

% %
Rate of increase in pensions 2.90% 2.90%
Rate of increase for deferred pensions 2.90% 2.90%
Salary increase 3.00% 3.00%
Discount rate - 2.64% 2.37%
Inflation assumptions (RPI) 3.00% 3.00%

Assumptions regarding future mortality are set based on actuarial advice in accordance with published
statistics and experience in the UK. These assumptions translate into an average life expectancy in years for a
pensioner retiring at age 65:

31 December 31 December

2017 2016
Number of Number of
years years
Longevity at age 65 for current pensioners -
- Men ‘ 21.9 22.1
- Women 24.0 24.7
Longevity at age 65 for future pensioners
- Men : 24.0 24.3
- Women 26.3 27.0
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18 Post-employment bene'fits, (continued)

Reconciliation of scheme assets and liabilities:

Assets Liabilities Total
£000 £000 £000
At 1 January 2017 956,729 (969,962) (13,233)
Service cost (1,200) (1,290) (2,490)
Member contributions 31 - 31
Interest expense - (28,916) (28,916)
Benefits paid (37,600) 37,600 -
Employer contributions 54,658 - 54,658
Settlements 20,594 (16,808) 3,786
Actuarial gains/(losses) 82,299 (86,015) (3,716)
Actual return on plan assets 28,993 - 28,993
At 31 December 2017 1,104,504 (1,065,391) 39,113
The total contributions to the defined benefit schemes in 2018 are expected to be £34,826,000 (2017:
£27,896,000).
Total cost recognised as an expense:
2017 2016
£000 £000
Current service cost 2,459 1,909
Interest (income)/expense (76) 473
2,383

2,382
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18 Post-employment benefits (continued)

The fair value of plan assets were:

2017 2016

£000 £000
Equities 668,224 569,253
Corporate Bonds 336,873 301,370
Other — Cash/Property 99,405 86,106
Total market value of assets 1,104,504 956,729

The sensitivity of the defined benefit obligation to changes in the weighted principal assumption is:

Change in Increase in assumption Decrease in assumption
assumption
Discount rate 0.5% pa (88,403) 97,661
Salary growth rate 0.5% pa 622 (623)
Pension growth rate 0.5% pa 72,160 (68,086)
Life expectancy 1 year 49,884 47,777)

The above sensitivity analyses are based on a change in an assumption while holding all other assumptions
constant. In practice, this is unlikely to occur, and changes in some of the assumptions may be correlated.
When calculating the sensitivity of the defined benefit obligation to significant actuarial assumptions the same
method (present value of the defined benefit obligation calculated with the projected unit credit method at the
end of the reporting period) has been applied as when calculating the pension liability recognised within the
statement of financial position.

The methods and types of assumptions used in preparing the sensitivity analysis did not change compared to .
the previous period.

Defined contribution schemes
The Group’s defined contribution schemes are funded by the payment of contributions to independently

administered funds and the assets of the schemes are held separately from those of the company. The pension
cost charges for the year amounted to £274,000 (2016: £227,000). Contributions totalling £nil (2016: £nil)
were payable to the funds at the year end.
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19 Called-up share capital

2017 2014
£000 £000
Authorised
6,500,000,101 (2016: 6,500,000,101) ordinary shares of £0.01 each 65,000 65,000
Allotted and fully paid
6,500,000,101 (2016: 6,500,000,101) ordinary shares of £0.01 each 65,000 65,000

Equity share capital
The balance classified as equity share capital includes the total net proceeds on issue of the Company’s equity
share capital, comprising £0.01 ordinary shares.

20 Financial commitments

The company had the following future minimum lease payments under non-cancellable operating leases for
each of the following periods:

2017 2016
£000 £,000
Not later than one year 8 3
Later than one and not later than five years 8 3

Later than five years - -

16 6
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21 Ultimate and immediate parent undertaking and controlling party

The company is a subsidiary of Essity Group Holding BV, a company registered in the Netherlands. By virtue
of their shareholding, the ultimate parent company and controlling party of the company is Essity Aktiebolag
(publ) a company incorporated in Sweden. The immediate parent company is Essity Holding UK Limited a
company registered in England and Wales

Essity Aktiebolag (publ) was the parent company of the largest and smallest group to prepare consolidated
financial statements for 2017. Copies of these financial statements for the year ended 31 December 2017 may

be obtained from the following address:

Southfields Road, Dunstable, Bedfordshire, LU6 3EJ
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