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ARDENT HIRE SOLUTIONS LIMITED

Strategic Report
For the Year Ended 31 March 2018

The Directors present their Strategic Report for the year ended 31 March 2018.

Principal activities

Ardent Hire Solutions Limited (“the Company”) is a leading provider of rental plant and machinery equipment in
the UK construction and housing sectors. It includes the trade and assets of the businesses formerly known
as One Call Hire and Fork Rent Ltd.

Business review
The Company made a profit after taxation of £4,760,000 (2017: £5,777,000) for the year ended 31 March
2018 and has net assets at this date of £66,224,000 (2017: £61,464,000).

Following the opening of the new depots in the previous year, the year ended 31 March 2018 saw solid sales
growth across the depot network and the amalgamation of two depots that were in close proximity in south-west
England.

The considerable focus on allocating sufficient resources to ensure a sector leading service level to customers
continues to be achieved through investment in people, systems, processes, facilities and equipment.

The new asset based lending facility provides flexibility and will underpin the planned fleet growth over the next
three years. h

Financial key performance indicators
The key performance indicators within the business relate to:

Fleet size
At the year end the combined fleet was 7,466 (2017: 6,431) comprising 4,685 machines (2017: 4,365) and
machine attachments 2,781 (2017: 2,066).

Utilisation

The proportion of the fleet that is rented at any point in time compared to the total fleet available is referred to
as the utilisation rate. The company maintains an industry-leading utilisation rate above 75% (2017: 75%) through
careful planning of fleet size and delivering excellent customer service to maximise the number of machines on
hire. .

Residual values o

The Company monitors the holding cost of its assets and as part of that measurement it records the proceeds
of disposals as a percentage of gross cost of the asset. These measures are recorded by asset category
and age of disposal. There has been no material movement on residual values during the period compared
to the historical values.

Principal risks and uncertainties

Economic .
The demand for the Company’s services is related to the investment activity in the housing and civil construction
sectors of the UK economy. The UK referendum decision to leave the European Union and outcome of exit
negotiations may have an adverse impact on these sectors in the longer term.

Should there be a significant economic downturn, the Company is able to mitigate the effect on cash and net
debt by selling assets through both domestic and international channels or reducing the level of new asset
purchases. These activities allow the Company to maintain industry-leading levels of utilisation.

The Company does not have any cash flows in foreign currencies but some of its international sales will be
impacted by the prevailing foreign exchange rates at the date of disposal as these dictate the price to
international purchasers in the local currency.
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Strategic Report (continued)
For the Year Ended 31 March 2018

Principal risks and uncertainties (continued)

Asset holding costs

The overall holding cost of assets is defined as the difference between the purchase price of the asset and its
disposal value plus maintenance costs incurred during the period of ownership. The business objective is to
minimise holding costs whilst at the same time maintaining a high utilisation rate of the fleet of assets in order
to maximise Return on Capital Employed (ROCE). The age of the fleet needs to be managed to an optimal
level in order to meet the needs of our customers and minimise running costs. Utilisation objectives have to be
balanced against the need to have sufficient fleet available to satisfy our customers’ requirements.

The cost price of assets is negotiated with manufacturers through the dealer network on a regular basis in
advance of purchases being made. Variable supply terms allow the Company flexibility to make purchases
as required throughout the year. The Company is one of the largest purchasers of certain asset categories
in the UK market.

The fact that the disposal of used assets is through both domestic and international markets assists the
Company in optimising the proceeds of disposals. If both domestic and international markets experience a
short term decline in disposal values, the Company has the option to age the existing fleet until such time as
the market improves. '

Access to and cost of capital

The Company requires capital to replace assets at the end of their rental life and for any growth in the fleet.
The Company has, therefore, put in place adequate funding facilities to meet both its replacement and growth
capital expenditure programmes over the medium term.

The Company entered into a new asset based lending facility in the year which matures in January 2022 and
the Board believes that these facilities provide adequate resources for present requirements. Covenants
associated with the funding facilities along with cash flow forecasts are reviewed on a monthly basis to ensure
ongoing compliance.

Competition

The supply of rented equipment to the housing and civil construction markets in which the Company operates
is fragmented and competitive. Longer term supply arrangements are possible but usually with higher service
costs. The business model contains a very large cost within the asset holding component. In the periods when
market demand may fall and before fleet sizes can be adjusted to reflect the adjustment in the market
competitors may pursue aggressive pricing strategies. This in turn introduces a risk of the Company being
forced to reduce its hire rates to retain current business.

Credit risk .

The vast majority of the Company’s business is provided on credit terms to its customer base. The credit risk
lies with the Company. The participation of businesses in the housing and construction sectors, both of which
may be considered as cyclical, may lead to incidents of non-payment by customers for services provided.
The Company has a credit control process that authorises credit exposures to individual customers based on
the credit information available from professional data providers. Credit reviews are carried out on a monthly
basis to monitor customer payments against the defined credit terms with appropriate corrective action being
determined against specific risks identified.

IT systems

The Company's business is underpinned by a co-ordinated set of operational and financial processes across
a national depot network. The continual availability of the data communications and the reliability of the software
applications which the business relies on is fundamental in avoiding disruption to the business. The Company
has entered into supply contracts with both infrastructure and application providers with a view to mitigating this
risk.

te - . te -
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Strategic Report (continued)
For the Year Ended 31 March 2018
Future developments

With the new financing facility in place, the Company will continue to invest significantly in the hire fleet, and will
review and potentially add to the existing depot network in strategically important UK locations.

In addition to the ongoing growth in fleet size, the company will also continue to invest in technology and process
innovation to add value to its customers, while maintaining a focus on reducing operating costs and improving
productivity and safety across the product range.

Post balance sheet events

There are no significant post balance sheet events on which to report.

This report was approved by the Board of Directors on 4 September 2018 and signed on its behalf by:

J O'Neill
Dixeftor




ARDENT HIRE SOLUTIONS LIMITED

Directors' Report
For the Year Ended 31 March 2018

The Directors present their report and the audited financial statements for the year ended 31 March 2018.
Directors’' Responsibilities Statement

The directors are responsible for preparing the Annual Report and the financial statements in accordance with
applicable law and regulations.

Company law requires the directors to prepare financial statements for each financial year. Under that law the
directors have elected to prepare the financial statements in accordance with United Kingdom Generally
Accepted Accounting Practice (United Kingdom Accounting Standards and applicable law), including FRS 101
“Reduced Disclosure Framework”. Under company law the directors must not approve the financial statements
unless they are satisfied that they give a true and fair view of the state of affairs of the company and of the profit
or loss of the company for that period. In preparing these financial statements, the directors are required to:

select suitable accounting policies and then apply them consistently;
make judgments and accounting estimates that are reasonable and prudent;

o state whether applicable UK Accounting Standards have been followed, subject to any material
departures disclosed and explained in the financial statements; and

e . prepare the financial statements on the going concern basis unless it is inappropriate to presume that the
company will continue in business.

The directors are responsible for keeping adequate accounting records that are sufficient to show and explain
the company’s transactions and disclose with reasonable accuracy at any time the financial position of the
company and enable them to ensure that the financial statements comply with the Companies Act 2006. They
are also responsible for safeguarding the assets of the company and hence for taking reasonable steps for the
prevention and detection of fraud and other irregularities.

Results and dividends

The profit for the year, after taxation, amounted to £4,760,000 (2017: profit £5,777,000).

No dividend has been declared or paid in the year (2017: £nil). -
Directors

The Directors who served during the year and up to the date of approval of the financial statements (unless
otherwise indicated) were:

J Fish

G Fitzgerald

T Gleeson (Resigned 29 June 2018)
J O’Neill (Appointed 3 April 2017)

E Miller (Resigned 25 April 2017)

Employees

Employment policies are designed to support the Company and the delivery of the business strategy. They doin
a manner that takes account of legislation, for example the Disability and Discrimination Act. Internal codes of
conduct such as our Code of Business Principles formalise compliance with UK Bribery Act. They ensure that all
employees are treated with integrity and that the Company is perceived as an employer of choice.

The Company does not unlawfully discriminate on the grounds of age, colour, disability, gender, religion or any
other characteristics of a similar nature. In the case of employment of disabled persons or if an employee
becomes disabled in the course of the employment or engagement with the Company, the Company makes all
reasonable adjustments to the workplace to enable them to work or to continue to work and ensure any disabled
employees receive equal treatment such as career development, training and promotion.
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Directors' Report
For the Year Ended 31 March 2018

Employees (continued)

The Company places considerable value on the involvement of its employees and has continued to keep them
informed on matters affecting them as employees and on the various factors affecting the performance of the
Company. This is achieved through formal and informal meetings, the Company magazine, Ardent Facebook
Group or the Employee Consultation Committee representative (ECG). The ECG are consulted regularly on a
wide range of matters affecting their current and future interests.

Financial risk management

The Company holds and uses financial instruments to finance its operations and manage its interest rate and
liquidity risks. Details of the Company’s arrangements are contained in note 17 of the financial statements.

Going concern
The Company's financial statements show details of its financial position.

Ardent Hire Solutions Limited is a subsidiary within the Wren Topco group (“the Group”) and therefore the
Directors consider that its financial position and forecast are inherently linked to that of the Group as whole.

The group posted-a consolidated operating profit of £1,008,000 for the year to 31 March 2018 (2017: £815,000)
and has net liabilities of £28,396,000 (2017: £16,253,000) and net current liabilities of £ 9,847,000 (2017 net
current assets: £3,188,000). The Directors have considered the financial position of the Company and the
Group and the Group’s forecast and concluded that it is appropriate to prepare the financial statements on a
going concern basis.

The Group has total available Asset Backed Lending (“ABL”) facilities of £150m in addition to other sources of
funds including shareholder debt. The Directors have considered the Group’s board-approved forecasts which
show that the Group will be able to operate within its currently available facilities for the 18 month period of the
forecast to September 2019.

In reaching their.decision to prepare the financial statements on a going concern basis, the Directors have
considered the above factors in the context of the current economic climate. The Directors have also
considered reasonably possible downside trading scenarios, and have identified mitigating actions that they
would be able to implement to ensure that the Group is able to continue to operate within its existing banking
facilities and covenant requirements for the forecast period. As a result, the financial statements have been
prepared on a going concern basis. On the basis of this conclusion within the Group financial statements, the
Directors consider-that it is appropriate to prepare the financial statements of Ardent Hire Solutions Limited on a
going concern basis.

Future developments are commented on in the Strategic Report.

Qualifying third party indemnity provisions

The Company has granted an indemnity to one or more of its Directors against liability in respect of proceedings
brought by third parties, subject to the conditions set out in the Companies Act 2006. Such qualifying third
party indemnity provision remains in force as at the date of approving the Directors' Report.

Disclosure of information to auditor

Each of the persons who are Directors at the time when this Directors' Report is approved has confirmed that:

. so far as that Director is aware, there is no relevant audit information of which the Company's auditor is
unaware, and
. that Director has taken all the steps that ought to have been taken as a Director in order to be aware of

any relevant audit information and to establish that the Company's auditor is aware of that information.



ARDENT HIRE SOLUTIONS LIMITED

Directors’ Report

For the Year Ended 31 March 2018

This confirmation is given and should be interpreted in accordance with section 418 of the Companies Act 2006.
Auditor

Under Section 487(2) of the Companies Act 2008, Deloitte LLP will be deemed to have been reappointed as

auditor 28 days after these financial statements were sent to members or 28 days after the latest date
prescribed for filing the accounts with the registrar, whichever is earlier.

This report was approved by the Board of Directors on 4 September 2018 and signed on its behalf by:

J QfNeill
Dingctor



ARDENT HIRE SOLUTIONS LIMITED

Independent auditor’s report to the members of Ardent Hire Solutions Limited
Report on the audit of the financial statements

Opinion
In our opinion the financial statements:
e give a true and fair view of the state of the company’s affairs as at 31 March 2018 and of its profit for the
year then ended;
e have been properly prepared in accordance with United Kingdom Generally Accepted Accounting Practice
including Financial Reporting Standard 101 “Reduced Disclosure Framework™ and
¢ have been prepared in accordance with the requirements of the Companies Act 2006.

We have audited the financial statements of Ardent Hire Solutions Limited (the ‘company’) WhICh comprise:
the statement of comprehensive income;

the statement of financial position;

the statement of changes in equity; and

the related notes 1 to 27.

The financial reporting framework that has been applied in their preparation is applicable law and-United Kingdom
Accounting Standards, including Financial Reporting Standard 101 “Reduced Disclosure Framework (United
Kingdom Generally Accepted Accounting Practice). :

Basis for opinion

We conducted our audit in accordance with International Standards on Auditing (UK) (ISAs(UK)) and applicable
law. Our responsibilities under those standards are further described in the auditor's responsibilities for the audit of
the financial statements section of our report.

We are independent of the company in accordance with the ethical requirements that are relevant to our audit of
the financial statements in the UK, including the FRC'’s Ethical Standard, and we have fulfilled our other ethical
responsibilities in accordance with these requirements. We believe that the audit evidence we have obtained is
sufficient and appropriate to provide a basis for our opinion.
Conclusions relating to going concern
We are required by ISAs (UK) to report in respect of the following matters where:
o the directors’ use of the going concern basis of accounting in preparation of the financial statements is
not appropriate; or
« the directors have not disclosed in the financial statements any identified material uncertainties that may
cast significant doubt about the company’s ability to continue to adopt the going concern basis of
accounting for a period of at least twelve months from the date when the financial statements are
authorised for issue.

We have nothing to report in respect of these matters.

Other information

The directors are responsible for the other information. The other information comprises the mformatlon included in
the annual report, other than the financial statements and our auditor's report thereon. Our opinion on the financial
statements does not cover the other information and, except to the extent otherwise explicitly stated in our report,
we do not express any form of assurance conclusion thereon.

In connection with our audit of the financial statements, our responsibility is to read the other information and, in
doing so, consider whether the other information is materially inconsistent with the financial statements or our
knowledge obtained in the audit or otherwise appears to be materially misstated. If we identify such material
inconsistencies or apparent material misstatements, we are required to determine whether there is a material
misstatement in the financial statements or a material misstatement of the other information. If, based on the work
we have performed, we conclude that there is a material misstatement of this other information, we are required to
report that fact.

We have nothing to report in respect of these matters.
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independent auditor’s report to the members of Ardent Hire Solutions Limited

Responsibilities of directors

As explained more fully in the directors’ responsibilities statement, the directors are responsible for the preparation
of the financial statements and for being satisfied that they give a true and fair view, and for such internal control as
the directors determine is necessary to enable the preparation of financial statements that are free from material
misstatement, whether due to fraud or error.

In preparing the financial statements, the directors are responsible for assessing the company’s ability to continue
as a going concern, disclosing, as applicable, matters related to going concern and using the going concern basis
of accounting unless the directors either intend to liquidate the company or to cease operations, or have no realistic
alternative but to do so.

Auditor’s responsibilities for the audit of the financial statements

Our objectives are to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the financial statements as a whole are free from
material misstatement, whether due to fraud or error, and to issue an auditor's report that includes our opinion.
Reasonable assurance is a high level of assurance, but is not a guarantee that an audit conducted in accordance
with ISAs (UK) will always detect a material misstatement when it exists. Misstatements can arise from fraud or
error and are considered material if, individually or in the aggregate, they could reasonably be expected to
influence the economic decisions of users taken on the basis of these financial statements.

A further description of our resbonsibilities for the audit of the financial statements is Iocat'ed. on the Financial
Reporting Council’s website at: www.frc.org.uk/auditorsresponsibilities. This description forms part of our auditor's
report.

Use of our report -

This report is made solely to the company’s members, as a body, in accordance with Chapter 3 of Part 16 of the
Companies Act 2006. Our audit work has been undertaken so that we might state to the company's members
those matters we are required to state to them in an auditor's report and for no other purpose. To the fullest extent
permitted by law, we do not accept or assume responsibility to anyone other than the company and the company’s
members as a body, for ousraudit work, for this report, or for the opinions we have formed.

Report on other legal and regulatory requirements

Opinions on other matters prescribed by the Companies Act 2006
In our opinion, based on the work undertaken in the course of the audit:
o the information given in the strategic report and the directors’ report for the financial year for which the
financial statements are prepared is consistent with the financial statements; and
¢ the strategic report and the directors’ report have been prepared in accordance with applicable legal
requirements. ‘

In the light of the knowledge and understanding of the company and its environment obtained in the course of the
audit, we have not identified any material misstatements in the strategic report or the directors’ report.

Matters on which we are required to report by exception
Under the Companies Act 2006 we are required to report in respect of the following matters if, in our opinion:
e adequate accounting records have not been kept, or returns adequate for our audit have not been received
from branches not visited by us; or
the financial statements are not in agreement with the accounting records and returns; or
certain disclosures of directors’ remuneration specified by law are not made; or
e we have not received all the information and explanations we require for our audit.

We have nothing to report in respect of these matters.
4 September 2018

Tobias Wright FCA (Senior Statutory Auditor)

for and on behalf of Deloitte LLP

Statutory Auditor
London, United Kingdom



ARDENT HIRE SOLUTIONS LIMITED

Statement of Comprehensive Income
For the Year Ended 31 March 2018

Note
Turnover 4
Cost of sales
Gross profit
Administrative expenses
Operating profit 5
Interest payable and expenses 9
Profit before tax :
Tax (charge)/credit on profit I 10

Profit for the year

The notes on pages 13 to 29 form part of these financial statements.

The above results are all from continuing operations.

@ .

2018 2017
£000 £000
54,706 51,777
(19,249) (18,783)
35,457 32,994
(27,452) (26,278)
8,005 6,716
(2,659) (2,497)
5,346 4,219
(586) 1,558
4,760 5,777

10



ARDENT HIRE SOLUTIONS LIMITED

Registered number: 03987596

Statement of Financial Position
As at 31 March 2018

Non-current assets

Intangible assets
Tangible assets

Current assets

Stocks
Debtors: amounts falling due within one year

Cash at bank and in hand

Creditors: amounts falling due within one
year

Net current assets

Total assets less current liabilities

Creditors: amounts falling due after more
than one year

Provisions for liabilities

Deferred taxation

Net assets

Capital and reserves

Share capital
Retained earnings

Total equity

Note

11
12

13
14

15

16

17

20

21
22

2018
£°000

339
36,337
318

36,994

(24,320)

2018
£'000

4,094
145,624

149,718

12,674

162,392

(89,265)

(6,903)

66,224

66,224

66,224

2017 2017

£000 £000

5316

126,421

131,737
346
34 402
1,457
36205
(17,797)

18,408

150,145

(82,364)

7 (6,317)

61464

61.464

61464

The financial statements were approved and authorised for issue by the Board of Directors and were signed on its

beh

on 4 September 2018 by

The notes on pages 13 to 29 form part of these financial statements.
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ARDENT HIRE SOLUTIONS LIMITED

Statement of Changes in Equity
For the Year Ended 31 March 2018

At 1 April 2017

Comprehensive profit for the year
Profit for the year

Total comprehensive profit for the year

At 31 March 2018

Statement of Changes in Equity
For the Year Ended 31 March 2017

At 1 April 2016

Comprehensive profit for the year
Profit for the year

Total comprehensive profit for the year

Capital Contribution

At 31 March 2017

Share Retained Other Total
capital earnings reserves equity
£000 £000 £000 £000
- 4,207 57,257 61,464
4,760 4,760
- 4,760 - 4,760
- 8,967 57,257 66,224
Share Retained Other Total
capital earnings reserves equity ., -
£000 £000 £000 £'000
- (1,570) - (1,570)
- 5777 - 5,777
- 5,777 - 5777
- - 57,257 57,257
- 4,207 57,257 61,464

The notes on pages 13 to 29 form part of these financial statements.

12
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ARDENT HIRE SOLUTIONS LIMITED

Notes to the Financial Statements
For the Year Ended 31 March 2018

1. General information

Ardent Hire Solutions Limited is a private limited company incorporated in the United Kingdom under the
Companies Act 2006 and is domiciled within the United Kingdom.

The functional and presentational currency of the Company is GBP.
The nature of the Company's operations and its principal activities are the hire of plant and equipment.

The Company's registered office and principal place of business is Ardent House, 32 Crown Road,
Enfield, Middlesex, England, EN1 1TH. The Company's registered number is 03987596.

2, Accounting policies

2.1 Basis of preparation of financial statements

The financial statements have been prepared on a going concern basis under the historical cost
convention and in accordance with Financial Reporting Standard (FRS) 101 'Reduced Disclosure
Framework' and the Companies Act 2006.

The company is a * qualifying entity’ under FRS 101.

The preparation of financial statements in éompliance with FRS 101 requires the use of certain critical
accounting estimates. It also requires management to exercise judgment in applying the Company's
accounting policies (see Note 3).

2.2 Financial Reporting Standard (FRS) 101 - reduced disclosure exemptions

The Company has taken advantage of the following disclosure exemptions under FRS 101:

. the requirements of IFRS 7 Financial Instruments: Disclosures
. the requirements of paragraphs 91-99 of IFRS 13 Fair Value Measurement -
. the requirement in paragraph 38 of IAS 1 'Presentation of Financial Statements' to present

comparative information in respect of:
- paragraph 79(a)(iv) of IAS 1;
- paragraph 73(e) of IAS 16 Property, Plant and Equipment;
- paragrap (e) of IAS'38 Intangible Assets;
. the requirements of paragraphs 10(d), 10(f), 16, 38A, 38B, 38C, 38D, 40A, 408, 40C, 40D,
111 and 134-136 of IAS 1 Presentation of Financial Statements
. the requirements of IAS 7 Statement of Cash Flows
. the requirements of paragraphs 30 and 31 of IAS 8 Accounting Policies, Changes in
Accounting Estimates and Errors '
the requirements of paragraph 17 of IAS 24 Related Party Disclosures
. the requirements in IAS 24 Related Party Disclosures to disclose related party transactions
entered into between two or more members of a group, provided that any subsidiary which is
a party to the transaction is wholly owned by such a member.

Where relevant, equivalent disclosures are given in the accounts of Wren Topco Limited, refer to note
26.

2.3 Going concern

Ardent Hire Solutions Limited is a subsidiary within the Wren Topco group (“the Group”) and
therefore the Directors consider that its financial position and forecast are inherently linked to that of
the Group as whole.

The group posted a consolidated operating profit of £1,008,000 for the year to 31 March 2018
(2017: £815,000) and has net liabilities of £28,396,000 (2017: £16,253,000) and net current
liabilities of £ 9,847,000 (2017 net current assets: £3,188,000). The Directors have considered the
financial position of the Company and the Group and the Group's forecast and concluded that it is
appropriate to prepare the financial statements on a going concern basis.

13



ARDENT HIRE SOLUTIONS LIMITED

Notes to the Financial Statements
For the Year Ended 31 March 2018

2.

Fi

Accounting policies (continued)

23

24

2.5

2.6

Going concern (continued)

The Group has total available Asset Backed Lending ("ABL”") facilities of £150m in addition to other
sources of funds including shareholder debt. The Directors have considered the Group’s board-
approved forecasts which show that the Group will be able to operate within its currently available
facilities for the 18 month period of the forecast to September 2019.

In reaching their decision to prepare the financial statements on a going concern basis, the
Directors have considered the above factors in the context of the current economic climate. The
Directors have also considered reasonably possible downside trading scenarios, and have identified
mitigating actions that they would be able to implement to ensure that the Group is able to continue
to operate within its existing banking facilities and covenant requirements for the forecast period. As
a result, the financial statements have been prepared on a going concern basis. On the basis of this
conclusion within the Group financial statements, the Directors consider that it is appropriate to
prepare the financial statements of Ardent Hire Solutions Limited on a going concern basis.

Revenue

Revenue is recognised to the extent that it is probable that the economic benefits will flow to the
Company and the revenue can be reliably measured. Revenue is measured as the fair value of the
consideration received or receivable, excluding discounts, rebates, value added tax and other sales
taxes. The following criteria must also be met before revenue is recognised:

Rental income

Revenue recognised from the rental of goods usually commences on delivery of the rented asset
to the customer and ceases on notification by the customer that the asset is available for
collection. &

Intangible assets

Intangible assets with finite useful lives that are acquired separately are carried at cost less
accumulated amortisation and accumulated impairment losses. Amortisation is recognised on a
straight-line basis over their estimated useful lives and is included as a charge within Administrative
expenses in the Statement of Comprehensive Income. The estimated useful life and amortisation
method are reviewed at the end of each reporting périod, with the effect of any changes in estimate
being accounted for on a prospective basis.

The estimated useful lives range as follows:

Software - 3 years
Customer relationship - 5 years

Tangible fixed assets

Tangible fixed assets under the cost mode! are stated at historical cost less accumulated
depreciation and any accumulated impairment losses. Historical cost includes expenditure that is
directly attributable to bringing the asset to the location and condition necessary for it to be capable
of operating in the manner intended by management.

The Company adds to the carrying amount of an item of fixed assets the cost of replacing part of
such an item when that cost is incurred, if the replacement part is expected to provide incremental
future benefits to the Company. The carrying amount of the replaced part is derecognised. Repairs
and maintenance are charged to the Statement of Comprehensive Income during the year in which
they are incurred.

Depreciation is charged so as to allocate the cost of assets less their residual value over their
estimated useful lives.
14
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Notes to the Financial Statements
For the Year Ended 31 March 2018

2.

Accounting policies (continued)

2.6 Tangible fixed assets (continued)

27

2.8

2.9

Depreciation is provided on a straight line basis over the following periods:

Long-term leasehold property - Over the life of the lease

Plant and machinery - 10 years
Motor vehicles - 4 years
Fixtures and fittings - 3 years
Computer equipment - 3 years

The assets' residual values, useful lives and depreciation methods are reviewed, and adjusted
prospectively if appropriate, or if there is an indication of a significant change since the last reporting
date.

Gains and losses on disposals are determined by comparing the proceeds with the carrying amount
and are recognised within 'operating profit' in the Statement of Comprehensive Income (see note 5).

Leases

Leases in which the Company does not have a significant portion of the risks and rewards of
ownership are operating leases (net of any incentives received from the lessor) and are charged to
the income statement on a straight-line basis over the period of the lease.

The Company leases certain property, plant and equipment. Leases of property, plant and
equipment where the Company has substantially all the risks and rewards of ownership are classified
as finance leases. Finance leases are capitalised at the lease’'s commencement at the lower of
the fair value of the leased property and the present value of the minimum lease payments.

Each lease payment is allocated between the liability and finance charges. The corresponding
rental obligations, net of finance charges, are included in other long term payables. The interest
element of the finance cost is charged to the income statement over the lease period so as to
produce a constant periodic rate of interest on the remaining balance of the liability for each period.
The property, plant and equipment acquired under finance leases is depreciated over the shorter of
the useful life of the asset and the lease term.

Stocks

Stocks are stated at the lower of cost and net realisable value, being the estimated selling price less
costs to complete and sell. Stock is valued at weighted average cost.

At each reporting date, stocks are assessed for impairment. If stock is impaired, the carrying
amount is reduced to its selling price less costs to complete and sell. The impairment loss is
recognised immediately in the Statement of Comprehensive Income.

Debtors
Short term debtors are measured at transaction price, less any impairment. Loans receivable are

measured initially at fair value, net of transaction costs, and are measured subsequently at amortised
cost using the effective interest method, less any impairment.

2.10 Cash at bank

Cash is represented by cash in hand and deposits with financial institutions repayable without
penalty on notice of not more than 24 hours.

15
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Notes to the Financial Statements
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2,

Accounting policies (continued)

2.11 Financial instruments

The Company recognises financial instruments when it becomes a party to the contractual
arrangements of the instrument. Financial instruments are de-recognised when they are discharged
or when the contractual terms expire. The Company's accounting policies in respect of financial
instruments transactions are explained below:

Financial assets
The Company classifies all of its financial assets as loans and receivables.

Loans and receivables

Loans and receivables are non-derivative financial assets with fixed or determinable payments that

are not quoted in an active market. They arise principally through the provision of goods and

services to customers (e.g. trade receivables), but also incorporate other types of contractual”
monetary asset. They are initially recognised at fair value plus transaction costs that are directly

attributable to their acquisition or issue, and are subsequently carried at amortised cost using the

effective interest rate method, less provision for impairment.

Impairment provisions are recognised when there is objective evidence (such as significant financial
difficulties on the part of the counterparty or defauit or significant delay in payment) that the
Company will be unable to collect all of the amounts due under the terms receivable, the amount of
such a provision being the difference between the net carrying amount and the present value of the
future expected cash flows associated with the impaired receivable. For trade receivables, which
are reported net, such provisions are recorded in a separate allowance account with the loss being
recognised within administrative expenses in the Statement of Comprehensive Income. On
confirmation that the trade receivable will not be collected, the gross carrying value of the asset is
written off against the associated provision.

B
W

Financial liabilities
The Company classifies all of its financial liabilities as liabilities at amortised cost.

At amortised cost

Financial liabilities at amortised cost including bank borrowings are initially recognised at fair value
net of any transaction costs directly attributable to the issue of the instrument. Such interest bearing
liabilities are. subsequently measured at amortised cost using the effective interest rate method,
which ensures that any interest expense over the period to repayment is at a constant rate on the
balance of the liability carried into the Statement of Financial Position.
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ARDENT HIRE SOLUTIONS LIMITED

Notes to the Financial Statements
For the Year Ended 31 March 2018

2.

Accounting policies (continued)

2.12 Creditors

Creditors are obligations to pay for goods or services that have been acquired in the ordinary
course of business from suppliers.

Creditors are recognised initially at fair value and subsequently measured at amortised cost using
the effective interest method.

2.13 Finance costs

Finance costs are charged to the Statement of Comprehensive Income over the term of the debt
using the effective interest method so that the amount charged is at a constant rate on the carrying
amount. Issue costs are initially recognised as a reduction in the proceeds of the associated capital
instrument.

2.14 Pensions

Defined contribution pension plan

The Company operates a defined contribution plan for its employees. A defined contribution plan is
a pension plan under which the Company pays fixed contributions into a separate entity. Once the
contributions have been paid the Company has no further payments obligations.

The contributions are recognised as an expense in the Statement of Comprehensive Income when
they fall due. Amounts not paid are shown in accruals as a liability in the Statement of Financial
Position. The assets of the plan are held separately from the Company in independently
administered funds.

-
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Notes to the Financial Statements
For the Year Ended 31 March 2018

2,

Accounting policies (continued)

2.15 Provisions for liabilities

Provisions are made where an event has taken place that gives the Company a legal or constructive
obligation that probably requires settlement by a transfer of economic benefit, and a reliable
estimate can be made of the amount of the obligation.

Provisions are charged as an expense to the Statement of Comprehensive Income in the year that
the Company becomes aware of the obligation, and are measured at the best estimate at the
Statement of Financial Position date of the expenditure required to settie the obligation, taking into
account relevant risks and uncertainties.

When payments are eventually made, they are charged to the provision carried in the Statement of
Financial Position.

2.16 Current and deferred taxation '

The tax expense for the year comprises current and deferred tax. Tax is recognised in the Statement
of Comprehensive Income, except that a change attributable to an item of income and expense
recognised as' other comprehensive income or to an item recognised directly in equity is also
recognised in other comprehensive income or directly in equity respectively.

The current income tax charge is calculated on the basis of tax rates and laws that have been
enacted or substantively enacted by the reporting date in the countries where the Company operates
and generates income.

Deferred tax balances are recognised in respect of all timing differences that have originated but not
reversed by the Statement of Financial Position date, except that:

. The recognltlon of deferred tax assets is limited to the extent that |t is probable that they will
be recovered against the reversal of deferred tax liabilities or other future taxable profits; and
. Any deferred tax balances are reversed if and when all conditions for retaining associated tax

allowances have been met.

Deferred tax balances are not recognised in respect of permanent differences except in respect of
business combinations, when deferred tax is recognised on the differences between the fair values
of assets acquired and the future tax deductions available for them and the differences between the
fair values of liabilities acquired and the amount that will be assessed for tax. Deferred tax is
determined using tax rates and laws that have been enacted or substantively enacted by the
reporting date.
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ARDENT HIRE SOLUTIONS LIMITED

Notes to the Financial Statements
For the Year Ended 31 March 2018

3.

Judgments in applying accounting policies and key sources of estimation uncertainty

The preparation of the Company's financial statements in conforming with FRS 101 required
management to make judgments, estimates and assumptions that effect the application of policies and
reported amounts in the financial statements. These judgments and estimates are based on
management's best knowledge of the relevant facts and circumstances. Information about such
judgments and estimation is contained in the accounting policies and / or notes to the financial statements
and the key areas are summarised below. In the opinion of the directors there are no key sources of
estimation uncertainty.

Critical accounting judgements

Depreciation of property, plant and equipment

Depreciation rates are based on the estimated useful lives and residual value of the assets involved (see
note 2). These depreciation rates have been determined with the anticipation that the net book values at
the point the vehicles are transferred into inventories is in line with the open market values for those
vehicles. Under IAS 16 ‘Property, Plant and Equipment’, the Company is required to review its
depreciation rates and estimated useful lives regularly to ensure that the net book value of disposals of
tangible fixed assets are broadly equivalent to their market value.

Analysis of turnover
The whole of the turnover is attributable to the principal activity of the Compahy.

All turnover arose within the United Kingdom.

Operating profit/(ioss)

The operating profit/(loss) is stated after charging:

2018 2017
£000 £000
Depreciation of tarigible fixed assets 19,135 17,500
Amortisation of intangible assets 1,234 631
Gain on disposal of property, plant and equipment 5,196 4,051
Operating lease charges 932 908
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ARDENT HIRE SOLUTIONS LIMITED

Notes to the Financial Statements
For the Year Ended 31 March 2018

6. Auditor's remuneration

The company paid the following amounts to its auditor in respect of the audit of the financial statements

and for other services provided to the Company:

2018 2017
£000 £'000
Fees for the audit of the Company 86 112
Tax advisory 13 37
Tax compliance services - 4 20
103 169
7. Employees

Staff costs, including Directors’ remuneration, were as follows:
2018 2017
£000 £'000
Wages and salaries 9,640 8,456
Social security costs 1,011 891
Contributions to defined contribution pension scheme 63 .. 51
10,714 9,398

The average monthly number of employees, including the Directors, during the year was a_s'i follows:

2018 2017

No No

Sales and administration (including Directors) 147 108
Fitters, drivers and yard staff 131 143
278 251
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ARDENT HIRE SOLUTIONS LIMITED

Notes to the Financial Statements
For the Year Ended 31 March 2018

8.

9.

10.

Directors' remuneration

The remuneration arrangements of the Directors of the Company are disclosed in Note 23 of the financial

statements of Wren Topco Limited.

Interest payable and similar charges

Bank interest payable
Finance leases and hire purchase contracts

Tax

Corporation tax
Current tax on profits for the year
Adjustments in respect of prgvious periods

Total current tax

Deferred tax

Origination and reversal of fiming differences
Adjustments in respect of prior year

Effect of changes on tax rates

Total deferred tax

Tax (charge)/credit on profit/(loss) on ordinary activities

2018 2017
£000 £000
2,651 2,479
8 18
2,659 2,497
2018 2017
£2000 £'000
- (101)

- (101)
(90) (982)
676 (46)
- (429)
586 (1,457)
586 (1,558)
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Notes to the Financial Statements
For the Year Ended 31 March 2018

10. Tax (continued)

Factors affecting tax charge for the year

The tax assessed for the year is lower than (2017: lower than) the standard rate of corporation tax in
the UK of 19% (2017: 20%). The differences are explained below: .

2018 2017
£000 £000
Profit on ordinary activities before tax 5,346 4,219
Profit on ordinary activities multiplied by standard rate of corporation
tax in the UK of 19% (2017: 20%) 1,016 844
Effects of:
Adjustments in respect of prior years . A 676 (147)
Expenses not deductible for tax purposes 129 348
Effects of group relief - (1,235) (2,174)
Tax rate changes - (429)
Total tax credit/charge for the year 586 (1,558)

Factors that may affect future tax charges

The July 2015 Budget Statement announced changes to the UK Corporation Tax regime which
reduced the main rate of Corporation Tax to 19% from 1 April 2017 and 18% from 1 April 2020. The
March 2016 Budget Statement annourniced- a further change to the UK Corporation tax rate which will
now reduce the main rate of corporation tax rate 17% from 1 April 2020.

As the changes have been substantively enacted at the Statement of Financial Position date their effects
are included in these financial statements.

Accordingly, deferred taxation has been provided for at 17%.
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Notes to the Financial Statements
For the Year Ended 31 March 2018

11. Intangible assets
Customer Software Total
relationships
£000 £000 £000

Cost
At 1 April 2017 5,651 325 5,976
Additions - 12 12
Disposals - (11) (11)
At 31 March 2018 5,651 326 5,977
Amortisation
At 1 April 2017 . 557 103 660
Charge for the year o 1,130 104 1,234
On disposals - 11) (11)
At 31 March 2018 1,687 196 1,883
Net book value
At 31 March 2018 3,964 130 4,094

At 31 March 2017 5,094 222 5,316




ARDENT HIRE SOLUTIONS LIMITED

Notes to the Financial Statements
For the Year Ended 31 March 2018

12. Tangible fixed assets

Long-term Plant and Motor Fixtures Computer Total
Leasehold Machinery Vehicles and Equipment
Property Fittings
£'000 £°000 £'000 £000 £000 £000
Cost
At 1 April 2017 1,161 165,072 5,194 695 156 172,278
Additions 163 | 74,264 26 19 64 74,536
Disposals - (56,817) (3,671) - - (60,488)
At 31 March 2018 1,324 182,519 1,549 714 220 186,326
Accumulated
depreciation :
At 1 Aprit 2017 8 42,721 2,468 601 59 45,857
Charge for the year 131 18,381 556 15 52 19,135
Disposals - (21,864) (2,426) - - (24,290)
At 31 March 2018 139 39,238 598 616 - 111 40,702
i Net book value br,";
At 31 March 2018 1,185 143,281 951 98 109 145,624
At 31 March 2017 1,153 122,351 2,726 94 97 126,421

The net book value of assets held under finance leases or hire purchase contracts, included above, are as
follows:

2018 2017

£000 £'000
Motor vehicles 43 1,044
13. Stocks

2018 2017

£000 £000
Raw materials and consumables 339 346

24



ARDENT HIRE SOLUTIONS LIMITED
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14.

15.

- 16.

Debtors: Amounts falling due within one year

Trade debtors

Other debtors

Prepayments and accrued income
Tax recoverable

Amounts due from group undertakings

Cash and cash equivalents

Cash at bank and in hand

Creditors: Amounts falling due within one year .

L

Trade creditors

Taxation and social security

Obligations under finance lease and hire purchase contracts
Other creditors '
Accruals and deferred income

2018 2017
£'000 £000
11,939 10,951
228 234
1,706 1,041
569 569
21,895 21,607
36,337 34,402
2018 2017
£000 £'000
318 1,457
2018 2017
£000 £000
17,575 13,363
323 989
240 230
- 11
6,182 3,214
24,320 17,797
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17.

18.

19.

Creditors: Amounts falling due after more than one year

2018 2017

£000 £'000

Other loans 89,265 81,914
Net obligations under finance leases and hire purchase contracts - 450
89,265 82,364

Secured loans

The Company repaid the previous asset based lending facility on 16 January 2018 and entered into a
new facility on the same date. The facility is secured against the plant and machinery and trade debtor
balances of the Company with a cross company guarantee with Wren Buyerco Limited, and a 4 year term
repayable on 16 January 2022. The facility was initially £120,000,000 with an accordion option that was
taken up on 30 April 2018 to increase the facility to £150,000,000. As at 31 March 2018 the outstanding
balance was £91,006,000. A margin of 2.5% is applied above LIBOR.

Transaction costs were incurred of £1,859,000 as part of securing the new facility and these have been
capitalised and are being amortised over the life of the facility. As at the 31 March 2018 the unamortised
balance was £1,741,000 which is included as a net amount against the loan balance.

Loans

Analysis of the maturity of loans is given below:

2018 2017
£000 £'000
Between 2-5 years
Other loans ; 89,265 81,914
Hire purchase & finance leases
Future minimum lease payments for:
2018 2017
£000 £'000
Within one year 240 450
Between 1-2 years - 163
Between 2-5 years - 67
240 680

Finance lease and hire purchase liability obligations are secured against the delivery vehicle assets to
which they relate.
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20. Deferred taxation

Deferred
tax
£000
Liability at 1 Aprit 2017 6,317
Adjustment in respect of prior years 676
Deferred tax charge to statement of comprehensive income (90)
Tax rate adjustment -
Liability at 31 March 2018 6,903
In }espect of prior year:
Deferred
tax
£000
At 1 April 2017 6,317
Credited to the Statement of Comprehensive Income , 586
At 31 March 2018 6,903
The deferred taxation balance is made up as follows:
2018 2017
£000 £000

Accelerated capital allowances _ 6,903 6,317
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21. Called up share capital

Allotted, called up and fully paid
450 Ordinary shares of £1 each

22. Reserves

The profit and loss account represents the accumulated profits, losses and distributions of the
Company. No dividend was paid during the year (2017: Nil)

Allotted,
called up
and fully
paid
2018

£

450

Allotted,
called up
and fully
paid
2017

£

- 450

The other reserves represent a capital contribution in the previous year as a result of a group

restructuring following the acquisitions in prior period.

23. Pension commitments

The Company operates a defined contribution pension scheme. The assets of the scheme are held
separately from those of the Company in an independently administered fund. The pension cost charge
represents contributions payable by the Company to the fund and amounted to £62,734 (2017: £51,375).
Contributions totaling £10,277 (2017: £10,246) were payable to the fund at the reporting date.

24. Commitments

At 31 March 2018.the Company had future minimum lease payments under non-cancellable operating

leases as follows:

Land and buildings

Not later than 1 year

Later than 1 year and not later than 5 years
Later than 5 years

Other

Not later than 1 year

Later than 1 year and not later than 5 years
Later than 5 years

The company had capital commitments at the 31 March 2018 of £ 33,226,479 (2017: £28,427,724).

2018 2017
£000 £000
-1,001 937
3,584 3,103
2,046 2,372
6,631 6,412
1,436 292
2,164 40
3,600 332
10,231 6,744
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25,

26.

27.

Related party transactions

During the year the Company incurred management charges of £1,212,000 (2017: £2,256,000) from
Wren Buyerco Limited for services provided during the year. Wren Buyerco Limited is the immediate
parent company of the Company. The balance receivables at the yearend was £21,895,000 (2017:
£21,607,000).

Controlling party

The immediate parent company of the Company is Wren Buyerco Limited.

The ultimate parent company and the smallest and largest company to prepare consolidated financial
statements which includes this Company is Wren Topco Limited. These financial statements can be
obtained from 32 Crown Road, Enfield, EN1 1TH, which is also the registered address of Wren Topco
Limited.

The ultimate controlling party is SCP WRN Acquisition Lux SARL ("SCP”), a company incorporated in
Luxembourg. .

Post balance sheet events

There have been no significant events affecting the Company since the year end.
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