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Strategic report
The directors present their strategic report for Berry Palmer & Lyle Limited (the “Company”) for the year ended 31
March 2023.
Principal activity and review and analysis of the business
The Company’s principal activity is the intermediation of specialist insurance contracts concerning trade and
investment risks predominantly in emerging markets. The Company has an international client base and operates

from offices in the UK and Hong Kong.

Business development and financial performance remain satisfactory, as shown by the key performance indicators

below:

2023 2022
Turnover 24.3% £21,805,994 £17,544,656
Operating profit 32.3% £10,213,688 £7,720,322
Operating margin 46.8% 44.0%

Employee share ownership

The Board considers that preserving the Company’s independence is vital to its continuing success. A dividend of
£8,500,000 (2022: £13,250,000) was paid to its parent during the year to facilitate both ongoing equity
redistribution transactions and the payment of dividends to shareholders of its parent.
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Working capital

Credit control is managed in accordance with terms of settlement set by underwriters on a contract-by-contract
basis.

The Company’s business does not follow a seasonal pattern and cash flows can be subject to material fluctuations
depending on the timing and quantum of individual transactions. Moreover, the Company from time to time
receives and settles material claims and claims recoveries. For these reasons comparisons of period end balances
are not necessarily significant. Working capital is managed in accordance with the client money rules of the
Financial Conduct Authority (FCA) and its counterpart in Hong Kong. Fiduciary funds exceeded settlement liabilities
by the required margin at all times during the year.

Regulatory capital

The Board aims to maintain regulatory capital levels materially in excess of the minimum requirement of the FCA
as set out in its MIPRU regulation. )

Business development

The Board maintains a variety of key performance indicators concerning business transaction volume, income
forecasts, development of new sources, and statistics by class of business. However, the directors consider that it
would be prejudicial to the Company’s business and a breach of their obligations under section 172 of the
Companies Act to publish such information in a public document visible to its competitors. Other key performance
indicators relate to internal workflow and quality control, which are applied and monitored continuously.

Regulatory and compliance

There have been no changes to the Company’s regulatory position, nor any intervention by the Company’s
regulators, during the year.

Principal risks and uncertainties facing the business

The Board maintains a risk register and monitors the key risks facing the Company, together with the adequacy of
the controls used for managing these risks. The Board conducts a formal review at least annually.

The Board considers that the principal commercial risks and uncertainties facing the Company are as follows:
Commercial risks

The Company acts in a competitive marketplace and is mindful of the capabilities and actions of its competitors. It
counters this risk by maintaining its focus on the quality of its staff and the breadth of its service.

Reputational risk

It also places a high priority on the protection of its reputation, which it achieves by maintaining its focus on the
training and competence of its workforce and the application of quality controls.
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Regulatory risk

A varied approach is taken to the underwriting of the Company’s specialist classes of insurance business by
international regulators. The Company monitors the ability of the insurance markets with which it places insurance
to continue to conduct business in the event of regulatory change.

Cyber/information Security and Infrastructure risk

The Board recognises the increasing threat of a malicious attack on the Company’s systems and data and the
consequential impact this may have on its various stakeholders. To this end, it employs the services of various
security specialists who monitor its infrastructure to detect attack attempts, scan its email traffic for malicious
activity and filter accessibility to website content. Vulnerability assessments are carried out regularly and any
weaknesses noted and remediated. Strong end user password protocols are followed and staff are also subject to
compulsory cyber awareness training. Staff mobile assets are encrypted and centrally tracked. With regard to
infrastructure, all hardware used is within warranty and maintained under strict maintenance agreements
stipulating 24-hour replacement. Disaster recover testing takes place to give comfort over the robustness of failover
provisions.

Operational and other risks
The Board considers that it has adequate protections in place concerning operational and financial risks, including
business disruption, and that its margins provide adequate protection against exchange rate, liquidity and credit

risks.

Section 172 statement

The Section 172(1) Statement requires directors to disclose how they have met their duties under Section 172 and
which would most likely promote the success of the company for the benefit of its stakeholders. During the year
the directors have had regard to the following matters when performing their duty under Section 172:

A) The likely consequence of any decisions in the long-term;

B) The interests of the wider Group's employees;

C) The need to foster the Group's business relationships with suppliers, customers and others;
D) The impact of the Group's operations on the community and the environment;

E) The aim of the Group is to maintain a reputation for high standards of business conduct; and
F) The need to act fairly between members of the Group.

The directors of the Company maintain regular contact with both employees and shareholders. This allows directors
to appreciate the context of current projects and to be on hand to assist and advise where necessary. The culture
that the Company and wider Group strives for and the way that the Group works means that there is regular
communication with its key stakeholders. Management drives the desired culture throughout the Group, this
having been set by the Company’s directors who are additionally responsible for setting high standards of business
conduct to ensure that the commitment to stakeholders is met. This is achieved by continuously delivering a quality
service to clients, and by maintaining a culture of empowerment by putting the employees first, providing agility,
and embracing the integrity of the employees and supporting their aspirations.
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The Company's long-term model reflects the determination to share successes and to grow in a responsible,
sustainable way. This goes beyond environmental and societal impacts; it impacts the products the Company offers,
the talent hired, and how the Company manages its future. The Company is determined to reduce its environmental
impact as much as it possibly can - continuing to build a sustainable business while reducing, replacing, recycling,
and commencing the process of becoming carbon neutral. The Company also wishes to support society and
manages this through supporting fundraising and volunteering, a commitment to protect the environment and
corporate donations to charitable causes overseen by the Company’s Charity Committee.

The board ensures that it addresses the S172 requirements by allocating responsibility for specific areas to senior
management, conducting board and committee meetings with the use of clear agendas, discussion and review of
appropriate board papers, budgeting and reforecasting, and strategy events. Decisions discussed and reached in
board meetings are reported against agreed strategic objectives set annually.

Key stakeholders are identified during board and committee meetings and stakeholder engagement takes place in
numerous forms; the board receives quarterly reports from senior management staff which include a full overview
of the Company, including a strategic update, financial performance, business updates, regulatory and legal
matters, risks, errors and omissions, client updates and team updates. Actions resulting from discussion of these
reports are agreed and then shared with stakeholders as appropriate.

Our stakeholders
Clients
Why the Company engages

The Company advises on and intermediates large and complex insurance transactions. In doing so it is clear that
policyholders and prospective policyholders are its clients. It acts exclusively and unambiguously for its clients as
their agent, providing the highest levels of service and advice at all times and trying to obtain the best pricing and
terms from insurers. In fulfilling its role to clients it also, like many transacting intermediaries, provides services to
insurers. While the Company does not act for insurers or charge them for services, it is nevertheless aware of its
obligations to treat insurers - as its clients’ counterparties - fairly and transparently.

Understanding clients’ needs and demands for credit and political risk insurance (“CPRI”), and tailoring the
Company’s products and services accordingly, is vital to the Company’s long-term success as the leading specialist
broker within CPRI.

How the Company engages

The Company has a number of broking teams within the subsidiary companies of the Group which take a very
proactive and hands-on approach to engaging with clients, both through the handling of their day-to-day enquiries,
policies and claims, and through providing them with broader market intelligence and data.

The digitalization of the CPRI market is also a key area of engagement with the Company’s clients to drive
efficiencies in the insurance placement process and further enhance client service levels. The Company provides
clients with access to BPL Sphere, its digital portfolio management solution, which gives clients full and immediate
visibility across all their CPRI data, via a single portal. The Company is also working with insurers to support efforts
to digitalise the full insurance placement cycle via third party digital pfatforms.

The Company’s board closely monitors client servicing levels, business development activities, product
development and other commercial initiatives in order to support sustainable growth over the long term.
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Employees
Why the Company engages

Empowerment of staff by putting them first is ultimately beneficial to clients too. Collaboration of employees’
knowledge and skills has a motivating effect on others and ensures the ongoing success of the Company by ensuring
its clients are offered the most suitable solutions to their needs.

How the Company engages

The Company’s board engages with employees through regular update meetings, akin to an AGM but for staff only,
as well as through an internal website and direct electronic correspondence. It strives to support employees’
ambitions by encouraging the completion of professional qualification exams, providing both financial support and
time off to enable the completion of exams, and also awards generous exam completion bonuses. Recruiting the
right people is vital to the continued success of the wider Group. The Company strives to ensure that its recruitment
process is free from bias and discrimination and the result of this is an approach which has resulted in it being able
to attract and retain staff of the highest quality.

In August 2022, a complete review was undertaken of our people policies and a revised Employee Handbook was
issued, reaffirming our commitment to equal opportunities. The policies were developed with a mindfulness on
how BPL support, encourage and instil inclusive behaviours, policies and practices which are supportive of
individual needs. In addition, in September 2022 the Company worked together with the Diversity & Inclusion
(“D&I") Steering Group to develop and implement the first annual Employee Engagement Survey, which resulted
in an 83% participation. As a result of the survey and employee feedback a number of commitments were made
to review benefits, training and procedures that are important to the Employees. Work is currently underway for
our 2023 Employee Engagement Survey.

Through the pandemic, staff were encouraged to work from home and were supported in this way by facilitating
the acquisition of the necessary home-working equipment to ensure their roles could be performed as seamlessly
as possible. Video-conferencing software was made available to all staff to ensure that easy and regular contact
could be maintained with their peers and reporting lines. Given the success of home-working across the Group,
subsequent to the easing of lockdown restrictions, in September 2022, we reviewed and established changes to
our working practices to adopt a hybrid working model and core hours. The aim has been to create a sense of
balance between the home and office, and we have seen an increase in the sense of wellbeing amongst our
employees as a result. Their mental and physical wellbeing has improved and their ability to manage the demands
of work and home, easier to achieve. This sense of wellbeing is known to be a key component of inclusivity and
fostering a culture of trust and acceptance.

Facilitating this, the Group’s HR platform allows staff to book their time off more easily, be that for holidays, study
and medical leave, as well as booking office-working time. The platform also gives staff access to details of the
various insurances and other benefits that the Group has provided for them free of charge and how to access these,
and also acts as a portal to enable management to quickly communicate Group news and developments to all staff
and issue feedback on surveys.

In November 2021, the board of the Company’s parent approved the creation of the D&l Steering Group, which
reports to the board of BPL (Holdings) Limited via the Operations Committee, and to our Finance, Risk, Audit and
Compliance Committee (FRACC) via the identification of D&I and culture risks on our Risk Register. All Groups,
Committees and Boards meet on a quarterly basis to approve recommendations made by each and to ensure
oversight.
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We had an overwhelming response from our call for volunteers to the D&l Steering Committee with all of
employees requesting to be included. This again evidences our culture and work continues to strengthen this
further.

Our D&I Steering Committee is representative of all levels of hierarchy in the business from trainees, brokers,
operational specialists and board directors. We have achieved a diverse group who represent different genders,
ages, ethnicities, the LGBTQ+ community and the neurodiverse. This has created an enthusiasm and energy to
achieve meaningful progress.

Suppliers

Why the Company engages

Long-term, robust working relationships with suppliers provides stability to the Company’s operations.
How the Company engages

Thorough due diligence is conducted on all prospective suppliers to ensure that the service they claim to be able
to provide is the reality for the Company. Comparisons to alternate suppliers are made to ensure that those
ultimately chosen provide the best blend of value and customer service to the Company. Significant capital
expenditure is first discussed at board level. A procurement policy has been approved by the Company’s relevant
committees which seeks to ensure that supplier relationships are regularly reviewed to ensure ongoing fitness for
purpose and value for money, as part of the Group’s sustainability initiatives.

The Company abides by the Modern Slavery Statement and is committed to ensuring that its business dealings are
carried out in compliance with relevant laws and, in doing so, the Group endorses the implementation and
promotion of ethical business practices to protect workers from being abused and exploited.

Communities and the environment
Why the Company engages

The Company recognises the importance of sustainability to its key stakeholders and is committed to supporting
local communities and reducing its environmental impact.
How the Company engages

The Company’s Charity Committee exists to oversee and channel the Company’s corporate charitable donations
and forge partnerships with organisations which align with causes close to colleagues anywhere in the world, and
where the Company’s support can make a meaningful impact.

In addition, the Charity Committee exists to encourage employee engagement in its activities and in those
organisations which the Company is supporting. All employees are entitled to 2 days for charitable volunteering
each year for organisations of their choice, and the Company match-funds employee donations up to £500 each
per year.

The Committee’s overriding focus is to support charities that work to promote human welfare. In line with the
above, in recent years the Company has particularly focused on charities that work to further training, skills and
employment opportunities for people from challenging and disadvantaged backgrounds, especially young people,
both in the UK and overseas.
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In the financial year end to 31 March 2023, the Company donated over £255,000 to charitable causes. This included
donations to its main charity partners: The Brain Tumour Charity, Justice & Care, Bedford & District Cerebral Palsy
Society, East End Community Foundation and the the Nick Kilhams Foundation. The Company also made donations
to the Disasters Emergency Committee (DEC) Ukraine appeal as well as a number of other smaller organisations
local to the Company’s employees.

In recent years, great progress has been made at BPL to identify and address our Corporate Social Responsibilities
(“CSR”) and our Environmental, Social and Governance (“ESG”) obligations. In August 2023, we published our
second Carbon Reduction Plan in accordance with the UK Government’s PPN 06/21 and associated guidance and
reporting standard for Carbon Reduction Plans. This sets out our UK emissions for the latest reporting year (being
our financial year end to 31st March 2023), against baseline year emissions for the financial year to 31st March
2020. We are publicly committed to achieving NetZero emissions in the UK by 2035, and will continue to publish a
Carbon Reduction Plan on an annual basis moving forward.

We are working to establish our demographics and recognise how diverse a company we are and how we can make
proactive steps to promote access, development, and inclusivity. We are conscious that any decisions within the
CSR and ESG space are followed by meaningful actions. Our work continues as we stay focused on this important
area for our business.

These initiatives as detailed in our Social Values Report 2022 and our ESG policy, aim to promote and reaffirm our
culture of belonging and opportunity for all, whilst recognising the important role business has in addressing wider
global environmental and social issues and promoting positive change. We have engaged with the Lloyd’s market
and wider Insurance networks and specialised outside organisations, to develop our commitment to a series of
actions through to the end of 2023 and beyond, that are both meaningful and measurable. The Company has
recently partnered with VisionPath and continues our longstanding partnerships with Uptree (who assist with social
integration) and the Resurgo Trust (a UK-registered charity) to support our ambitions for social mobility and
integration within the Insurance sector. In 2023, we plan to take on two Apprentices via the VisionPath nework.
We are also committed to our work with Ambitious About Autism to promote work opportunities and support for
the neurodiverse. In addition, we partner with the Employers Network for Equality & Inclusion who guide, support
and challenge the business in relation to CSR policy and practice. They also provide support to ensure we remain
culturally mindful in the CSR, ESG and D&! space given our global presence. We also have representation at the
Lloyd’s Corporation’s Equality, Diversity and Inclusion Forum.

Regulators
Why the Company engages

As an insurance intermediary in the financial services sector, the Company operates in a highly regulated
environment and is subject to the oversight and supervision by regulators in the jurisdictions within which it
operates.

How the Company engages

The Company is authorised and regulated by the Financial Authority Conduct (“FCA”) and has an open and
transparent communication with the FCA, engaging with it as required or requested, and in compliance with
Principle 11 of the FCA Handbook. The Company’s Hong Kong branch is licensed appropriately to operate in this
territory and engages with the Hong Kong Insurance Authority (HKIA) as needed.

The Company’s regulatory communications and liaison are managed by the Compliance Department. The
Compliance Director is a member of the Group’s Finance, Risk, Audit and Compliance Committee (FRACC) and
provides quarterly updates to the committee, with significant matters escalated to the board as necessary.
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Shareholders
Why the Company engages

The Company finds itself in the relatively unique position of being entirely employee-owned which makes dialogue
with shareholders even more important for its board bearing in mind that implicitly a good deal of its employees
will be shareholders: there is a high degree of circuity at play in that a satisfied shareholder means a satisfied
employee that in turn will strive for greater success leading to greater reward for that individual in the form of their
stake becoming more valuable. Hence the Company’s board understanding the importance of providing
information to shareholders regularly so that they are able to fully understand how the investment of their
remuneration stands to provide them with both future income from distributions and long-term capital growth.

How the Company engages

The Company holds “town hall” meetings that all staff and shareholders are freely able to attend. These act as
interim annual general meetings (with a formal AGM taking place each October), allowing senior management
(Executive Chairman, CEQ’s, CFO) to update all in attendance on the progress of the Group, any new developments

or initiatives that may impact them, and current financial performance. For those unable to attend, these meetings
are recorded and posted on the Group’s internal website for replay at employees’ convenience.

Approval

This report was approved by the Board on S September 2023 and signed on its behalf by:

q JW Esdaile
Director
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The directors present their report and the financial statements for the Company for the year ended 31 March 2023.
The Company’s registration number is 01661686.
Statement of directors’ responsibilities

The directors are responsible for preparing the strategic report, the directors’ report and the financial statements
in accordance with applicable law and regulations.

Company law requires the directors to prepare financial statements for each financial year. Under that law the
directors have elected to prepare the financial statements in accordance with United Kingdom Generally Accepted
Accounting Practice (United Kingdom Accounting Standards, including FRS 102 The Financial Reporting Standard
applicable in the UK and Republic of Ireland and applicable law). Under company law the directors must not
approve the financial statements unless they are satisfied that they give a true and fair view of the state of affairs
of the Company and of the profit or loss of the Company for that period.

In preparing these financial statements, the directors are required to:

e select suitable accounting policies and then apply them consistently;

e make judgements and accounting estimates that are reasonable and prudent;

e state whether applicable UK Accounting Standards have been followed, subject to any material departures
disclosed and explained in the financial statements; and

e prepare the financial statements on the going concern basis unless it is inappropriate to presume that the
Company will continue in business.

The directors are responsible for keeping adequate accounting records that are sufficient to show and explain the
Company’s transactions and disclose with reasonable accuracy at any time the financial position of the Company
and enable them to ensure that the financial statements comply with the Companies Act 2006. They are also
responsible for safeguarding the assets of the Company and hence for taking reasonable steps for the prevention
and detection of fraud and other irregularities.

Future developments.

The majority of the Company’s revenue is derived from regulated bank and financial institution clients’ lending
activity. Notwithstanding the supply chain disruption and fluctuations in the price of raw materials being a hangover
of the pandemic and the Russia/Ukraine crisis, which in turn has fuelled the battle with inflation and rising interest
rates, there is no evidence of increase in distress in the Company'’s insured portfolio with claims activity being
relatively benign. Whilst the current circumstances and the uncertainty they create may have an impact on overall
lending volumes, the Company is not witnessing any significant impact on its enquiry volume and believe that the
CPRI market’s broadening appetite for types of lending is helping to offset any direct impact on the Company’s
business.

In conjunction with other major stakeholders in the CPRI market, the Company is actively involved in promoting
the importance of its insurance products in providing capital relief to its regulated financial institution
clients. There is uncertainty over the global implementation of Basel 3 and the impact that this may have on the
efficacy of the CPRI market’s product range for the part of its client base that may be impacted — but the Company
is confident that any downside would be limited.

Whilst the Russia/Ukraine crisis continues and shows no sign of resolution in the near future, the impact on the
CPRI market’s exposure in the two countries has become clearer and more quantifiable in terms of exposure and
likely insured losses. Claims are now beginning to be settled by insurers who have long since been prepared to do

10
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so. Due to the relatively low historic market exposure to Russia and Ukraine and given that enough time has passed
for insurers and their reinsurers to have an accurate idea of their likely losses, the impact on the CPRI market is
considered to be manageable. This view is supported by the fact that the Company has not experienced any
significant hardening of the market with both the demand and supply sides being in good health and demonstrating
resilience.

Results and dividends

The profit for the year, after taxation, was £8,481,749 (2022: £6,353,746).

During the year, the directors recommended and paid dividends totalling £8,500,000 (2022: £13,250,000) to enable
the Company's parent to finance equity redistribution transactions among employees.

Branch office

The Company operates a branch in Hong Kong.

Financial instruments

Foreign exchange risk

The Company is exposed to foreign exchange risk through transactions in foreign currencies. This risk is managed
by matching assets and related liabilities by currency wherever possible, and through the use of foreign exchange
contracts as disclosed in Note 16.

Credit risk

The Company has a concentration of credit risk on its cash investments. It manages this risk by operating an
investment policy that restricts placement of these investments only with highly creditworthy financial institutions.
There is also a risk that other debtors will not pay. The Company minimises this risk by maintaining sound credit
and collection policies.

Interest rate risk

The Company’s operations are subject to the risk of interest rate fluctuations only as it affects interest earning
assets.

11
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Directors

The directors set out below held office during the year from 1 April 2022 to the date of this reporf, except as stated.

J CH Berry Chairman (Resigned 6 December 2022)

S D Aspinall Joint Managing Director

T J Cullis Chief Financial Officer, Company Secretary
J W Esdaile Joint Managing Director

M J Graham Director

C H Y Radcliffe Director (appointed 6 December 2022)

Charitable contributions
During the year, the Company made payments for charitable purposes of £259,674 (2022: £186,009).
Qualifying third party indemnity provisions

The Company's Articles of Association provide, subject to the provisions of UK legislation, an indemnity for directors
and officers of the Company in respect of liabilities they may incur in the discharge of their duties or in the exercise
of their powers.

Going concern

The directors have determined that the going concern basis of preparation of these financial statements remains
appropriate having assessed the principal risks and having considered the ongoing impact of stresses in the world
economy and the Ukraine/Russia conflict.

Notwithstanding the numerous challenges the business has been thrown over the past three to five years in terms
of Brexit, the pandemic and the Russia/Ukraine conflict, the Company has witnessed significant growth and
continued profitability in the same period. The company believes that this trend is in line with the health of the
CPRI market.

On the supply side, whilst insurers risk appetite has been naturally influenced by recent events market capacity
continues to grow and diversify in terms of the types of risks insurers will consider particularly for long standing
clients. Indeed, the Company believes the breadth and strength of its client base has stood it in good stead to
adapt and will continue to allow it to take advantage of the business insurers are actively looking to do

The directors continue to consider several scenarios concerning income reductions. Given the cost base of the
Company and being mindful of its historic strong operating margins, a significant reduction in income could be
withstood and budgeted fixed costs for the next financial year remain covered. The first 5 months of the year to
31 March 2024 have been encouraging in terms of the stability of both demand and supply suggesting the Company
will remain profitable over the next 12 months.

The Company continues to have excellent liquidity and continues to be cash generative and cashflow positive in
the current financial year. All cash held by the Company is accessible within one business day and therefore the
directors consider that liquidity remains sufficient to meet the demands of the business.

In addition, the Company’s assets are assessed for recoverability on a regular basis, and the directors consider that
the Company is not exposed to losses on these assets which would affect their decision to adopt the going concern
basis. '

12
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The company values its independence and employee-owned structure and is intent on using its own profits to
recycle its equity from older to younger employees which is deemed a key strategic aim to preserve the status and
culture of the Group.

The directors believe that the Company is well placed to manage its business risks satisfactorily and have a
reasonable expectation that the Company will have adequate resources to continue in operational existence for at
least 12 months from the signing date of these financial statements and that there are no material uncertainties
that lead to significant doubt upon the Company’s ability to continue as a going concern. Thus, the directors have
continued to adopt the going concern basis of accounting in preparing these financial statements.

Statement as to disclosure of information to auditor

Each of the persons who are directors at the time when this directors' report is approved has confirmed that:

e so far as that director is aware, there is no audit information which should have been made available to the
Company’s auditor and has not been; and

e that director has taken all the steps that ought to have been taken as a director to establish information that
might be needed by the Company’s auditor in connection with preparing their report and to pass on that

information to the Company’s auditor.

This report was approved by the Board on 5 September 2023 and signed on its behalf by:

[CONOS'S -

JW Esdaile
Director
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Independent auditor’s report to the members of Berry
Palmer & Lyle Limited

Opinion

We have audited the financial statements of Berry Palmer & Lyle Limited (“the company”) for the year ended 31
March 2023 which comprise the Profit and Loss Account, the Statement of Comprehensive income, the Balance
Sheet, the Statement of Changes in Equity, and notes to the financial statements, including a summary of significant
accounting policies.

The financial reporting framework that has been applied in their preparation is applicable law and United Kingdom
Accounting Standards, including FRS 102 “The Financial Reporting Standard applicable in the UK and Republic of
Ireland” (United Kingdom Generally Accepted Accounting Practice).

In our opinion, the financial statements:

e give a true and fair view of the state of the company’s affairs as at 31 March 2023 and of its profit for the
year then ended;

e have been properly prepared in accordance with United Kingdom Generally Accepted Accounting Practice;
and

e have been prepared in accordance with the requirements of the Companies Act 2006.

Basis for opinion

We conducted our audit in accordance with International Standards on Auditing (UK) (I1SAs (UK)) and applicable
law. Our responsibilities under those standards are further described in the ‘Auditor’s responsibilities for the audit
of the financial statements’ section of our report. We are independent of the company in accordance with the
ethical requirements that are relevant to our audit of the financial statements in the UK, including the FRC’s Ethical
Standard, and we have fulfilled our other ethical responsibilities in accordance with these requirements. We believe
that the audit evidence we have obtained is sufficient and appropriate to provide a basis for our opinion.

Conclusions relating to going concern

In auditing the financial statements, we have concluded that the directors’ use of the going concern basis of
accounting in the preparation of the financial statements is appropriate.

Based on the work we have performed, we have not identified any material uncertainties relating to events or
conditions that, individually or collectively, may cast significant doubt on the company's ability to continue as a
going concern for a period of at least twelve months from when the financial statements are authorised for issue.

Our responsibilities and the responsibilities of the directors with respect to going concern are described in the
relevant sections of this report.

14
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Palmer & Lyle Limited (continued)

Other information

The other information comprises the information included in the Annual Report and Financial Statements, other
than the financial statements and our auditor’s report thereon. The directors are responsible for the other
information contained in the annual report. Our opinion on the financial statements does not cover the other
information and, except to the extent otherwise explicitly stated in our report, we do not express any form of
assurance conclusion thereon.

Our responsibility is to read the other information and, in doing so, consider whether the other information is
materially inconsistent with the financial statements, or our knowledge obtained in the course of the audit, or
otherwise appears to be materially misstated. If we identify such material inconsistencies or apparent material
misstatements, we are required to determine whether this gives rise to a material misstatement in the financial
statements themselves. If, based on the work we have performed, we conclude that there is a material
misstatement of this other information, we are required to report that fact.

We have nothing to report in this regard.

Opinions on other matters prescribed by the Companies Act 2006
In our opinion, based on the work undertaken in the course of the audit:

e theinformation given in the Strategic Report and the Directors’ Report for the financial year for which the
financial statements are prepared is consistent with the financial statements; and

e the Strategic Report and the Directors’ Report have been prepared in accordance with applicable legal
requirements.

Matters on which we are required to report by exception

In light of the knowledge and understanding of the company and its environment obtained in the course of the
audit, we have not identified material misstatements in the Strategic Report or the Directors’ Report.

We have nothing to report in respect of the following matters in relation to which the Companies Act 2006 requires
us to report to you if, in our opinion:

e adequate accounting records have not been kept, or returns adequate for our audit have not been
received from branches not visited by us; or

e the financial statements are not in agreement with the accounting records and returns; or

e certain disclosures of directors’ remuneration specified by law are not made; or

e we have not received all the information and explanations we require for our audit.

Responsibilities of Directors

As explained more fully in the Statement of Directors’ Responsibilities set out on page 9, the directors are
responsible for the preparation of the financial statements and for being satisfied that they give a true and fair
view, and for such internal control as the directors determine is necessary to enable the preparation of financial
statements that are free from material misstatement, whether due to fraud or error.
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Independent auditor’s report to the members of Berry
Palmer & Lyle Limited (continued)

In preparing the financial statements, the directors are responsible for assessing the company’s ability to continue
as a going concern, disclosing, as applicable, matters related to going concern and using the going concern basis of
accounting unless the directors either intend to liquidate the company or to cease operations, or have no realistic
alternative but to do so.

Auditor’s responsibilities for the audit of the financial statements

Our objectives are to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the financial statements as a whole are free from
material misstatement, whether due to fraud or error, and to issue an auditor’s report that includes our opinion.
Reasonable assurance is a high level of assurance but is not a guarantee that an audit conducted in accordance
with ISAs (UK) will always detect a material misstatement when it exists. Misstatements can arise from fraud or
error and are considered material if, individually or in the aggregate, they could reasonably be expected to influence
the economic decisions of users taken on the basis of the financial statements.

The extent to which our procedures are capable of detecting irregularities, including fraud is detailed below.
trregularities, including fraud, are instances of non-compliance with laws and regulations. We design procedures in
line with our responsibilities, outlined above, to detect material misstatements in respect of irregularities, including
fraud.

Based on our understanding of the company and its industry, we considered that non-compliance with the
following laws and regulations might have a material effect on the financial statements: the regulatory and
supervisory requirements of the Financial Conduct Authority (“FCA”), employment regulation, anti-bribery and
anti-money laundering regulations.

To help us identify instances of non-compliance with these laws and regulations, and in identifying and assessing
the risks of material misstatement in respect to non-compliance, our procedures included, but were not limited to:

¢ Inquiring of management and, where appropriate, those charged with governance, as to whether the
company is in compliance with laws and regulations, and discussing their policies and procedures
regarding compliance with laws and regulations;
e Inspecting correspondence with the FCA;
¢ Communicating identified laws and regulations to the engagement team and remaining alert to any
indications of non-compliance throughout our audit; and
e Considering the risk of acts by the company which were contrary to applicable laws and regulations,
including fraud.
We also considered those laws and regulations that have a direct effect on the preparation of the financial
statements, such as Companies Act 2006.
In addition, we evaluated the directors’ and management’s incentives and opportunities for fraudulent
manipulation of the financial statements, including the risk of management override of controls, and determined
that the principal risks related to the posting of manual journal entries to manipulate financial performance and
management bias through judgements and assumptions in significant accounting estimates, in particular in relation
to the level of deferred brokerage; the return premiums and cancellations provision; and significant one-off or
unusual transactions.
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Independent auditor’s report to the members of Berry
Palmer & Lyle Limited (continued)

Our audit procedures in relation to fraud included but were not limited to:
e Making enquiries of the directors and management on whether they had knowledge of any actual, suspected
or alleged fraud; .
e Gaining an understanding of the internal controls established to mitigate risks related to fraud;
e Discussing amongst the engagement team the risks of fraud; and
® Addressing the risks of fraud through management override of controls by performing journal entry testing.

There are inherent limitations in the audit procedures described above and the primary responsibility for the
prevention and detection of irregularities including fraud rests with management. As with any audit, there
remained a risk of non-detection of irregularities, as these may involve collusion, forgery, intentional omissions,
misrepresentations or the override of internal controls.

A further description of our responsibilities for the audit of the financial statements is located on the Financial
Reporting Council’s website at www.frc.org.uk/auditorsresponsibilities. This description forms part of our auditor’s

report.

Use of the audit report

This report is made solely to the company’s member in accordance with Chapter 3 of Part 16 of the Companies Act
2006. Our audit work has been undertaken so that we might state to the company’s member those matters we are
required to state to it in an auditor’s report and for no other purpose. To the fullest extent permitted by law, we
do not accept or assume responsibility to anyone other than the company and the company’s member for our audit
work, for this report, or for the opinions we have formed.

Sam Porritt (Senior Statutory Auditor)

for and on behalf of Mazars LLP .
Chartered Accountants and Statutory Auditor

30 Old Bailey
London
EC4M 7AU

S September 2023
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Profit and loss account
For the year ended 31 March 2023

Continuing operations

Turnover

Other operating income

Administrative expenses

Operating profit

Interest receivable and similar income

Interest payable and similar expenses

Gain/(loss) arising on derivative financial instruments held at fair value
Profit on ordinary activities before taxation

Taxation

Profit for the year attributable to the owners of the Company

— - — —
2023 2022
Note £ £
3 21,805,994 17,544,656
4 13,296,317 6,632,584
(24,888,623) (16,456,918)
4 10,213,688 7,720,322
7 171,646 5,923
8 {6,379) (12,134)
16 198,465 (51,406)
10,577,420 7,662,705
9 (2,095,671) (1,308,959)
8,481,749 6,353,746

The notes on pages 22 to 38 are an integral part of these financial statements.
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Statement of comprehensive income
For the year ended 31 March 2023

Continuing operations 2023 2022
3 £
Profit for the year attributable to the owners of the Company 8,481,749 6,353,746 .

Other comprehensive income

Exchange differences arising on translation of foreign operations 4,146 5,114

Total comprehensive income for the year attributable to the owners

of the Company 8,485,895 6,358,860

The notes on pages 22 to 38 are an integral part of these financial statements.
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Balance sheet

As at 31 March 2023
Registered number: 01661686

2023 2022
Note £ £
Fixed assets
Intangible assets 10 464,677 511,105
Tangible assets 11 2,529,739 2,977,496
. 2,994,416 3,488,601
Current assets
Debtors 12 8,291,665 7,576,016
Cash at bank and in hand 13 36,290,164 17,013,719
44,581,829 24,589,735
Creditors: amounts falling due within one year 14 (34,520,115) (15,368,571)
Net current assets 10,061,714 9,221,164
Total assets less current liabilities 13,056,130 12,709,765
Creditors: amounts falling due after more than one year 15 (2,978,790) (2,636,354)
Net assets 10,077,340 10,073,411
Capital and reserves .
Called up share capitat 18 500,000 500,000
Capital contribution reserve 19 961,465 943,431
Profit and loss account 19 8,615,875 8,629,980
Total equity 10,077,340 10,073,411

These financial statements were approved by the Board and signed on its behalf by:

NlGe

TJ Culiis JW Esdaile
Director ' Director
5 September 2023 5 September 2023

The notes on pages 22 to 38 are an integral part of these financial statements.
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Statement of changes in equity
For the year ended 31 March 2023

Called up Capital Profit and loss Total
share capital contribution account
reserve
£ £ £ £
At 31 March 2021 500,000 922,155 15,521,120 16,943,275
Profit for the year - - 6,353,746 6,353,746
Other comprehensive income - - 5,114 5,114
Total comprehensive income - - 6,358,860 6,358,860
Capital contribution from the
parent company in respect of - 21,276 - 21,276
share-based payments
Dividends paid - - {13,250,000) (13,250,000)
At 31 March 2022 500,000 943,431 8,629,980 10,073,411
Profit for the year - - 8,481,749 8,481,749
Other comprehensive income - - 4,146 4,146
Total comprehensive income - - 8,485,895 8,485,895
Capital contribution from the
parent company in respect of - 18,034 - 18,034
share-based payments
Dividends paid - - (8,500,000) (8,500,000)
At 31 March 2023 500,000 961,465 8,615,875 10,077,340

The notes on pages 22 to 38 are an integral part of these financial statements.
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Notes to the financial statements
For the year ended 31 March 2023

1 Accounting policies
1.1 General information

Berry Palmer & Lyle Limited (the “Company”) is a private limited company incorporated in the United Kingdom.
The address of its registered office and principal place of business is 52 Lime Street, London, EC3M 7AF.

These financial statements have been presented in Pounds Sterling as this is the Company’s functional currency,
being the currency of the primary economic environment in which the Company operates.

1.2  Basis of preparation

These financial statements have been prepared in accordance with FRS 102 The Financial Reporting Standard
applicable in the UK and Republic of Ireland (“FRS 102”) and applicable legislation, as set out in the Companies Act
2006 and The Large and Medium-sized Companies and Groups (Accounts and Reports) Regulations 2008. These
financial statements have been prepared under the historical cost convention, as modified for the fair value of
certain financial instruments.

FRS 102 allows a qualifying entity certain disclosure exemptions, subject to certain conditions, which the Company
has complied with.

In preparing these financial statements, the Company has taken advantage of the following exemptions:

¢ from disclosing key management personnel compensation, as required by paragraph 7 of Section 33
Related Party Disclosures; and
o from presenting a statement of cash flows, as required by Section 7 Statement of Cash Flows.

On the basis that equivalent disclosures are given in the consolidated financial statements of the parent company,
the Company has also taken advantage of the exemption not to provide certain disclosures required by Section 11
Basic Financial Instruments and Section 12 Other Financial Instrument Issues. Details of where the parent
company’s financial statements can be obtained are given in note 23.
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Notes to the financial statements (continued)
For the year ended 31 March 2023

1 Accounting policies {continued)
1.3 Revenue

Revenue is measured at the fair value of the consideration receivable, net of discounts and rebates, and excluding
VAT and other sales taxes or duty.

1.3.1  Turnover
Turnover comprises brokerage and fees.

Brokerage

Brokerage is derived from insurance contracts and is recognised on the inception date of individual contracts, or if
later, the date on which placement has been substantially completed. Brokerage is stated net of commissions to
third parties.

Instalments
For contracts where the premium is payable in instalments, brokerage on such instalments is normally recognised
when they fall due. Where premium instalments arise from deferred credit terms, and there is no possibility of
cancellation, income on such instalments is recognised on inception or, if later, when the placement has been
completed.

Adjustments
Brokerage arising from mid-term premium adjustments is recognised when such adjustments are made.

Future servicing obligation

Most contracts carry an obligation to provide post placement services, principally contract administration and
amendment, claims handling and advice. Where there is the possibility of future servicing, an element of income
relating to the policy is deferred to cover such associated contractual obligations.

Returned premiums and cancellations

In determining the fair value of brokerage to be recognised, an adjustment is made to reflect the amount of
brokerage that may become repayable due to the cancellation and return premium of the underlying policy. in
addition, certain contracts contain contingent obligations to make a return of premium, where a proportion of the
brokerage earned would also be returnable.

Fee income

Fee income represents amounts receivable for consultancy services, and is recognised over the period in which
the services are performed.

1.3.2  Other operating income

Other operating income relates to management services provided to overseas group companies and is recognised
over the period in which the services are performed.

1.3.3 . Interestincome

Interest income is recognised as interest accrues using the effective interest rate method.
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Notes to the financial statements (continued)
For the year ended 31 March 2023

1 Accounting policies (continued)
1.4 Taxation

The tax expense for the year comprises current and deferred tax. Tax currently payable, relating to UK corporation
tax, is calculated on the basis of the tax rates and laws that have been enacted or substantively enacted as at the
reporting date.

Deferred tax liabilities are provided in full on timing differences that result in an obligation at the balance sheet
date to pay more tax, or a right to pay less tax, at a future date, at rates expected to apply when they crystallise
based on current tax rates and law.

Timing differences arise from the inclusion of items of total comprehensive income in taxation computations in
periods different from those in which they are included in the financial statements. Deferred tax assets are
recognised to the extent that it is regarded as more likely than not that they will be recovered. Deferred tax assets
and liabilities are not discounted.

1.5 Foreign currencies

Foreign currency transactions are translated into the functional currency of the reporting entity using the exchange
rate prevailing at the date the transactions took place.

Monetary assets and liabilities denominated in foreign currencies at the reporting date are reported at the rates of
exchange prevailing at that date.

Foreign exchange gains and losses resulting from the settlement of transactions and from the translation of
monetary assets and liabilities at the reporting date, are reported within administrative expenses within profit or
loss.

Where currencies are forward sold, gains or losses arising in relation to exchange rate movements at the reporting
date are reported as gains or losses arising on derivative financial instruments held at fair value within profit or
loss. The Company does not enter into derivative contracts for speculative purposes.

The assets and liabilities of the overseas branches are translated at the exchange rates prevailing at the reporting

date. Income and expense items are translated at the average exchange rates for the period. Exchange differences
arising are recognised as other comprehensive income.
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Notes to the financial statements (continued)
For the year ended 31 March 2023

1 Accounting policies (continued)
1.6 . Intangible assets other than goodwill
Intangible assets other than goodwill comprise computer software.

Intangible assets are initially recognised at cost and are subsequently measured at cost less any accumulated
amortisation and impairment losses.

Amortisation is calculated to write off the cost less residual value of all intangible fixed assets, to profit or loss in
equal annual instalments over their estimated useful lives at the following rates:

Computer software 25% - 33.3% straight line

1.7 Tangible assets
Tangible assets comprise computer hardware, office equipment and fixtures and fittings that are initially recognised
at cost and are subsequently measured at cost less accumulated depreciation and impairment losses.

Depreciation is calculated to write off the cost less residual value of all tangible fixed assets, to profit or loss in
equal annual instalments over their estimated useful lives at the following rates:

Computer hardware 25% - 33.3% straight line
Office equipment 20% straight line
Fixtures and fittings Over the lease term

1.8 Impairment of assets

At each reporting date, the Company reviews the carrying value of its assets, or cash generating units, to determine
whether there is any indication that those assets, or cash generating units, have suffered an impairment loss. If any
such indication exists the recoverable amount is estimated in order to determine the extent of the impairment loss.

The recoverable amount of an asset, or cash generating unit, is the higher of fair value less costs to sell and value
in use. Value in use is the present value of the future cash flows expected to be derived from the asset, or cash
generating unit. The present value calculation involves estimating the future cash inflows and outflows to be
derived from continuing use of the asset, or cash generating unit, and from its ultimate disposal, applying an
appropriate discount rate to those future cash flows.

Where the recoverable amount of an asset, or cash generating unit, is less than the carrying amount an impairment

loss is recognised immediately in profit or loss. An impairment loss recognised for all assets, or cash generating
units, is reversed in a subsequent year if, and only if, the reasons for the impairment loss have ceased to apply.
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1 Accounting policies (continued)
1.9 Financial instruments

Financial assets and liabilities are recognised when the Company becomes party to the contractual provisions of
the financial instrument. The Company holds basic and non-basic financial instruments, which comprise cash and
cash equivalents, trade and other debtors, trade and other creditors, fixed asset investments and derivative
financial instruments. The Company has chosen to apply the measurement and recognition provisions of Section
11 Basic Financial Instruments and Section 12 Other Financial Instrument Issues in full.

Financial assets — classified as basic financial instruments

Cash and cash equivalents
Cash and cash equivalents including cash in hand, deposits held with banks, other short-term highly liquid
investments with original maturities of three months or less and non-statutory trust and fiduciary cash balances.

Trade and other debtors

Trade and other debtors are initially recognised at the transaction price, including any transaction costs. All
amounts are receivable within one year and are measured at the undiscounted amount expected to be receivable,
net of any impairment.

Fixed asset investments
Fixed asset investments are initially recognised at the transaction price, excluding any transaction costs, and are
subsequently measured at fair value through profit or loss.

At each reporting date, the Company assesses whether there is objective evidence that any financial asset, which
is not held at fair value through profit or loss, may be impaired. A provision for impairment is established when
there is objective evidence that the Company will not be able to collect all amounts due according to the original
terms of the financial assets. The amount of the provision is the difference between the asset’s carrying amount
and the present value of the estimated future cash flows. The amount of the provision is recognised immediately
in profit or loss. ’

Financial liabilities — classified as basic financial instruments

Trade and other creditors

Trade and other creditors are initially recognised at the transaction price, including any transaction costs. All
amounts are payable within one year and are measured at the undiscounted amount expected to be payable.
Derivative financial instruments - classified as non-basic financial instruments

Derivative financial instruments comprise forward foreign exchange contracts that are initially recognised at the

transaction price, excluding any transaction costs, and are subsequently measured at fair value through profit or
loss.
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1 Accounting policies {continued)
1.10 Insurance broking debtors and creditors

The Company has no legal title to the fiduciary assets arising from its insurance broking activities because it acts as
the agent of its clients. In recognition of this relationship, insurance debtors are included as assets only to the
extent of the brokerage due to the Company included within the relevant insurance premiums receivable.

Notwithstanding their fiduciary status, insurance cash balances are recognised within current assets. Such cash is
held by the Company to make settlements of insurance payables on behalf of the principals from which it was
received. The Company is also entitled to retain investment income arising from such balances.

Insurance creditors are shown as liabilities only to the extent that the Company holds fiduciary cash to meet the
settlement payable.

Where settlement of insurance debtors and creditors is made to insurers through certain market settlement
bureaux, the amounts of such insurance debtors and creditors are stated as net balances due to those bureaux,
rather than as debtors and creditors due from or to the individual third parties they represent.

Insurance broking debtors and creditors are basic financial instruments and are recognised and measured in
accordance with the financial instrument accounting policies, set out above.

1.11 Employee benefits

Short-term benefits

Short-term benefits, including holiday pay and other similar benefits, are recdgnised as an expense in the period in
which the service is received. An accrual is recognised for short-term compensated absences where entitlement
has accumulated, but has not been taken, at the reporting date.

Post-employment benefits
The Company operates a defined contribution pension scheme on behalf of employees. Contributions are made to
externally funded schemes and are charged to profit or loss in the year to which the contributions relate.

Share-based payments

From time to time the Company’s parent, which is wholly owned by employees of its subsidiary undertakings and
by employee benefit trusts, invites certain employees to invest in the parent’s share capital. It does this by granting
share options at exercise prices approved by HMRC. The granting of share options in this way is regarded by
financial reporting standards as the making of “share-based payments”.

The share-based payments expense is the fair value of the options at their date of grant, estimated using a Black
Scholes model, and taken to profit or loss over their minimum vesting periods. As the share options are settled
using the shares of the parent company, an equal and opposite amount is recognised in the capital contribution
reserve.

1.12 Lease arrangements
Payments made under operating lease arrangements are charged to profit or loss on a straight-line basis over the

lease term. Benefits receivable as operating lease incentives are recognised within profit or loss on a straight-line
basis over the lease term.
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2 Critical accounting judgements and key sources of estimation uncertainty

In applying the Company’s accounting policies, the directors are required to make judgements, estimates and
assumptions in determining the carrying amounts of assets and liabilities. The directors’ judgements, estimates and
assumptions are based on the best and most reliable evidence available at the time when the decisions are made,
and are based on historical experience and other factors that are considered to be applicable. Due to the inherent
subjectivity involved in making such judgements, estimates and assumptions, the actual results and outcomes may
differ.

The estimates and underlying assumptions are reviewed on an ongoing basis. Revisions to accounting estimates
are recognised in the year in which the estimate is revised, if the revision affects only that year, or in the year of
the revision and future years, if the revision affects both current and future years.

2.1  Critical judgements in applying the Company’s accounting policies

The critical judgements that the directors have made in the process of applying the Company’s accounting policies
and that have the most significant effect on the amounts recognised in the financial statements are discussed
below.

Establishing the fair value of brokerage for adjustments due to return premiums and cancellations - At the reporting
date, the directors measure the fair value of brokerage which includes an adjustment to reflect potential
cancellations and returned premiums. As future cancellations and returned premiums are unknown, the directors
estimate cancellation and returned premium rates based on the historical incidence of return premium volumes
and make adjustments accordingly. Variations to the estimates will affect the amount and timing of brokerage
recognised.

Income deferral relating to future servicing obligation - The Company defers brokerage in respect of future servicing
requirements associated with business placed. As the future servicing requirements are unknown, at the reporting
date the directors have established an estimate of the brokerage to be deferred based on historic patterns in post-
placement activities and experience of similar business placed. Variations to the estimates will affect the amount
and timing of brokerage recognised.

Establishing the fair value of share options - The directors apply a Black Scholes model when establishing the fair
value of share options at the date at which they are granted. The directors have applied judgement when estimating
the inputs to the model, the variability of which will impact the fair value calculated by the model. Changes to the
fair value estimate will impact the share-based payments expense that is recognised in profit or loss. Further
information is set out in note 20.
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3 Turnover

Turnover represents the value of brokerage, fees and commissions charged to clients.

2023 2022

£ £

Brokerage and fees . 21,805,994 17,544,656
21,805,994 17,544,656

An analysis of turnover by geographical markets is not given as the directors consider this is prejudicial to the
Company’s interests as provided by the Companies Act 2006 and SI 2008 No.410.

Brokerage income arising from general insurance activities by the Hong Kong branch amounted to £83,367 (2022:
£187,037) during the year. None {2022: Nil) arose from long-term business.

4 Operating profit

This is stated after charging/(crediting):

2023 2022
£ £
Operating lease expenses — land and buildings 775,805 768,473
Depreciation of tangible assets 508,059 542,644
Amortisation of intangible assets 212,789 138,367
Fees paya'ble to the Company’s auditor and its associates for the audit of the 65,000 57,044
Company’s annual accounts
Foreign exchange {gains) on brokerage (108,066) (66,058)
Other operating income — management charges i (13,296,317) (6,632,584)

Fees paid to the Company’s auditor, Mazars LLP, for services other than the statutory audit of the Company are not
disclosed in these financial statements as they are separately disclosed in the consolidated accounts of the
Company’s parent, BPL (Holdings) Limited.

In the year, the Company imposed a management charge on other operating subsidiary companies within the BPL
group of companies in order to recoup a proportion of expenditure incurred by it in respect of operational services
provided to these companies. The total value of invoices issued to other group companies in respect of
management services was £13,296,317 (2022: £6,632,584).
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5 Staff costs
The average monthly number of employees (including executive directors) was:

2023 2022

Management and administration 35 31
Broking and technical 12 15
) 47 46
Their aggregate remuneration comprised:
2023 2022
£ £
Wages and salaries 15,308,834 8,953,635
Social security costs 2,177,130 1,302,915
Pension costs 1,421,947 835,442
Share-based payments 18,034 21,276
18,925,945 11,113,268
6 Directors’ remuneration
Directors’ aggregate remuneration comprised:
2023 2022
£ £
Remuneration:
Emoluments 6,292,646 3,069,356
Share-based payments - -
Pension contributions - 4,269
6,292,646 3,073,625

There were no directors (2022: 2) to whom benefits were accrued under defined contribution pension schemes
during the year.

No directors (2022: 2) exercised share options during the year.
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6 Directors’ remuneration (continued)

Remuneration of the highest paid director:
Emoluments
Pension contributions

7 Interest receivable and similar income

Interest arising on bank balances

8 Interest payable and similar expenses

Interest incurred on bank balances and other expenses

9 Taxation

The tax charge recognised in profit comprises:
Current tax

UK corporation tax on profit for the year
Adjustments in respect of prior years

Total current tax

Deferred tax

Origination and reversal of timing differences
Effect of tax change on opening balances

Total deferred tax

Total tax

2023 2022
£ £
1,954,496 751,688
. 2,060
1,954,496 753,748
2023 2022

£ £
171,646 5,923
2023 2022

£ £

6,379 12,134
2023 2022

£ £
2,137,797 1,290,415
2,137,797 1,290,415
(42,126) (18,444)

- 36,988
(42,126) 18,544
2,095,671 1,308,959
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9 Taxation (continued)

Tax on profit on ordinary activities for the year is calculated based on the standard rate of corporation tax in the
UK of 19%. The differences are reconciled below:

2023 2022

£ £

Profit on ordinary activities before taxation 10,577,420 7,662,705

Corporation tax calculated at 19% (2022: 19%) 2,009,710 1,455,914
Effects of:

Expenses not deductible for tax purposes 151,700 141,680

Adjustments in respect of prior years and other 9,952 (17,362)

Tax credit on share scheme (75,691) (271,273)

Total tax . 2,095,671 1,308,959

Factors that may affect future tax charges

The UK Government announced in the 2021 budget that from 1 April 2023, the rate of corporation tax in the United
Kingdom will increase from 19% to 25%. Companies with profits of more than £250,000, a higher rate of 25% will
be applied but with a marginal relief applying as profits increase.

10 Intangible assets

Computer
software
£
Cost
At 31 March 2022 836,881
Additions ’ 166,360
Exchange differences 132
At 31 March 2023 1,003,373
Amortisation
At 31 March 2022 325,776
Amortisation 212,789
Exchange differences 131
At 31 March 2023 538,696
Carrying value
At 31 March 2023 464,677
At 31 March 2022 511,105

Amortisation charge is included within the administrative expenses in the profit and loss account.

.
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11 Tangible assets

Fixtures
and
Computer hardware Office equipment fittings Total
£ £ £ £
Cost
At 31 March 2022 1,394,256 289,274 3,294,534 4,978,064
Additions 34,141 - 26,162 60,303
Exchange differences 133 27 - 160
At 31 March 2023 1,428,616 289,302 3,320,696 5,038,614
Depreciation
At 31 March 2022 1,051,157 . 202,292 747,119 2,000,568
Depreciation 234,842 52,017 221,200 508,059
Exchange differences 133 28 - 161
At 31 March 2023 1,286,132 254,337 968,319 2,508,788
Carrying value
At 31 March 2023 142,398 34,964 2,352,377 2,529,739
At 31 March 2022 343,099 86,982 2,547,415 2,977,496
12 Debtors
2023 2022
£ £
Amounts due from group undertakings 4,689,058 3,097,458
Insurance debtors 2,129,479 2,924,817
Prepayments and accrued income 1,083,040 1,048,730
Other debtors 242,725 195,426
Corporation tax recoverable - 309,585
Derivative financial instruments (note 16) 147,363 -
8,291,665 7,576,016

Amounts receivable from group undertakings are unsecured, interest free and repayable on demand.

Insurance debtors includes £2,075 (2022: £nil) in respect of brokerage receivable arising from insurance
intermediation activities in Hong Kong.
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13 Cash at bank and in hand

2023 2022

3 £

Own funds 25,890,435 11,419,931
Fiduciary funds 10,399,729 5,593,788
36,290,164 17,013,719

Fiduciary funds arising from insurance intermediation activities in the UK are held in non-statutory trust accounts
in accordance with the regulations of the Financial Conduct Authority. Fiduciary funds of £1,025 (2022: £1,777)
arising from insurance intermediation activities in Hong Kong were held in segregated client accounts in accordance
with the requirements of the Hong Kong Insurance Authority.

14 Creditors: amounts falling due within one year

2023 2022

£ £

Accruals and deferred brokerage income 11,193,222 4,703,926
Amounts due to group undertakings 10,834,758 3,159,982
Insurance creditors 10,461,018 6,511,375
Other tax and social security : 1,709,358 793,617
Corporation tax payable ) 228,212 -
Deferred tax liability (note 17) 93,547 135,673
Derivative financial instruments (note 16) - 51,102
Other creditors - 12,896
34,520,115 15,368,571

Amounts due to group undertakings are unsecured, interest free and payable on demand.

Insurance creditors includes £nil (2022: £835) in respect of brokerage payable arising from insurance
intermediation activities in Hong Kong.
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15 Creditors: amounts falling due after more than one year

2023 2022
£ £
Lease commitment 1,634,860 1,809,899
Future servicing obligation 975,450 448,514
Return premiums and cancellations provision 368,480 377,941
2,978,790 2,636,354

16 Derivative financial instruments
2023 2022
£ £

Fair value

At 31 March (51,102) 304
Fair value gains/(losses) recognised in profit and loss account 198,465 (51,406)
At 31 March 147,363 (51,102)

The Company uses forward foreign exchange contracts to minimise exposure to short-term foreign exchange risk
associated with current assets denominated in foreign currencies. Such contracts, which have a maturity of less
than one year, are derivative financial instruments for the purposes of these financial statements.

The fair value of such instruments has been calculated using market and non-market inputs to estimate expected
discounted cash flows. These include the contracted exchange rates of individual contracts, and forward exchange

rates determined by the issuers of those contracts.

. The notional and fair value of the open derivative financial instruments at the reporting date were as follows:

Notional value Notional value Fair value Fair value
2023 2022 2023 2022
£ £
Euro denominated contracts €1,895,000 €770,000 1,574 (7,953)
United States dollar denominated $2.650,000 $2.230,000 145,789 (43,149)
contracts
147,363 (51,102)
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17 Deferred tax

2023 20Y22
£ £
At 31 March (135,673) (117,129)
Movement during the year recognised in profit or loss 42,126 (18,544)
At 31 March (93,547) {135,673)
Represented by:
Deferred tax (liability)/asset:
Excess of depreciation over capital allowances (161,726) (197,977)
Defined contribution pension scheme 30,224 18,284
Share-based payments 37,955 44,020
(93,547) {135,673)

The net deferred tax liability expected to reverse during the forthcoming financial year is £30,224 (2022: £18,284).
This primarily relates to the reversal of a pension scheme accrual.

18 Called up share capital

2023 2022 2023 2022
Number Number £ £
Allotted, called up, issued and fully
paid
Ordinary shares of £1 each 500,000 500,000 500,000 500,000

The Company has one class of ordinary shares; each share carries one voting right per share but no right to fixed
income.

19 Reserves

Capital contribution reserve

The capital contribution reserve represents the cumulative economic cost of granting options (see Note 1.11). This
cost has been taken to profit or loss and reflected as a capital contribution made by the Company’s parent.

Profit and loss account

The profit and loss account represents cumulative profits and losses arising from operations including foreign
exchange gains and losses arising on translation of foreign operations.
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20 Share-based payments

The Company’s parent grants options over shares to certain employees. Share options transactions during the year
are summarised as follows:

Number Weighted Number Weighted
of B ordinary average of B ordinary average
shares under exercise shares under exercise

option price option price

2023 2023 2022 2022

£ £

Outstanding at beginning of period 4,083 12.00 4,083 12.00

Granted during the period - - - -

Lapsed during the period - - - -
Transferred to another Group entity in

the period - - - -

Exercised during the period (4,083) 12.00 - -

Outstanding at the end of the period - - 4,083 12.00

Exercisable at the end of the period - - 4,083 12.00

The options outstanding at 31 March 2023 had a weighted average remaining contractual life of nil (2022: 3 years
and 9 months).

Number Weighted Number Weighted
of D ordinary average of D ordinary average
shares under exercise shares under exercise

option price option price

2023 2023 2022 2022

£ £

Outstanding at beginning of period 33,875 13.27 75,025 12.88

Granted during the period - - - -

Lapsed during the period - - (2,000) 15.00
Transferred to another Group entity in (4,250) -

the period . i i

Exercised during the period (1,200) 15.00 {39,150) 12.41

Outstanding at the end of the period 28,425 12.93 33,875 13.27

Exercisable at the end of the period 27,425 12.86 18,325 11.79

The options outstanding at 31 March 2023 had a weighted average remaining contractual life of 5 years and 7
months (2022: 6 years and 1 month).

All options vest within 1 to 7 years and are exercisable between 1 and 10 years from the date of grant.

The share-based payments expense represents the estimated fair value of the options at the time they are granted
and is spread over their minimum vesting periods.

37



Berry Palmer & Lyle Limited

Annual report and financial statements

Notes to the financial statements (continued)
For the year ended 31 March 2023

20. Share-based payments (continued)

Fair value is calculated using a Black Scholes model using the following assumptions:

Tranche 2 Tranche 1
Weighted average share price £15 £15
Weighted average exercise price £15 ' £15
Expected volatility 25% 25%
Expected life 12 months 1-7.5years
Risk free rate 0.13% 1.08%

Expected volatility was determined by reference to the volatility of similar listed entities. The expected life in the
model has been adjusted, based on management’s best estimate, for the effects of non-transferability, exercise
restrictions and behavioural considerations.

The share-based payments expense recognised in the year was £18,034 (2022: £21,276). A further £4,716 (2022:
£22,750) will be taken to profit or loss in future years.

21 Operating leases

The Company had outstanding commitments for future minimum lease payments under non-cancellable operating
leases as at the reporting date as follows:

Land and Land and

buildings buildings

2023 2022

£ £

Not later than one year 916,139 911,304
Later than one year not later than five years 3,455,603 3,455,217
Later than five years 4,601,984 5,464,856
Total 8,973,726 9,831,377

22 Related party transactions

The Company has taken advantage of the exemption conferred by Section 33 Related Party Transactions not to
disclose transactions with wholly owned members of the group.

23 Ultimate controlling party
The Company’s immediate and ultimate parent undertaking is BPL (Holdings) Limited.
The largest and smallest group of undertakings for which group accounts have been drawn up is that headed by

BPL (Holdings) Limited. Copies of the group financial statements are available on request from 52 Lime Street,
London, EC3M 7AF.
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