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ELECTORAL REFORM SOCIETY LIMITED

(A Company Limited by Guarantee)
REGISTERED NUMBER: 00958404

BALANCE SHEET
AS AT 31 MARCH 2023

31 31
31 March 31 March  December December
2023 2023 2021 2021
Note £ £ £ £
Fixed assets
Tangible assets 5 1,428,459 1,414,774
Investments 6 41,204,202 50,086,635
Investment property 7 1,809,231 2,618,676
44,441,892 _ 54,120,085
Current assets
Debtors: Amounts falling due within one year 8 225,134 85,502
Cash at bank and in hand 790,498 945,801
1,015,632 1,031,303
Creditors: Amounts falling due within one
year 9 (157,234) (370,186)
Net current assets 858,398 661,117
Total assets less current liabilities 45,300,290 54,781,202
Creditors: Amounts falling due after more :
than one year 10 (40,597) (29,501)
Provisions for liabilities
Deferred tax 11 (39,825) (2,107,740)
(39,825) (2,107,740)
Net assets 45,219,868 52,643,961
Capital and reserves
Revaluation reserve 1,838,095 10,644,308
Profit and loss account 43,381,773 41,999,653
52,643,961

' 45,219,868
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ELECTORAL REFORM SOCIETY LIMITED

(A Company Limited by Guarantee)
REGISTERED NUMBER: 00958404

BALANCE SHEET (CONTINUED)
AS AT 31 MARCH 2023

The financial statements have been prepared in accordance with the provisions applicable to companies subject
to the small companies regime and in accordance with the provisions of FRS 102 Section 1A - small entities.

The financial statements have been delivered in accordance with the provisions applicable to companies subject
to the small companies regime.

The Company has opted not to file the statement of comprehensive income in accordance with provisions
applicable to companies subject to the small companies' regime.

The financial statements were approved and authorised for issue by the Board and were signed on its behalf by:

Date: 16 /09 /2013

The Notes on pages 3 to 13 form part of these financial statements.
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ELECTORAL REFORM SOCIETY LIMITED
(A Company Limited by Guarantee)

NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
FOR THE 15-MONTH PERIOD ENDED 31 MARCH 2023

1.

General information

Electoral Reform Society Limited is a private company limited by guarantee incorporated in England and
Wales (registered number: 00958404). The registered office is 15 Bluelion Place, London, England, SE1
4PU.

2.1

2.2

23

24

" Accounting policies

Basis of preparation of financial statements

The financial statements have been prepared under the historical cost convention uniess otherwise
specified within these accounting policies and in accordance with Section 1A of Financial Reporting
Standard 102, the Financial Reporting Standard applicable in the UK and the Republic of Ireland and
the Companies Act 2006.

The financial statements are prepared in sterling, which is the functional currency of the company.
Monetary amounts in these financial statements are rounded to the nearest £.

The current reporting period is an extended period of 15 months, to 31st March 2023. The prior
period includes the 12 months to 31st December 2021, and is therefore not directly comparable.

The following principal accounting policies have been applied:
Going concern

At the time of approving the financial statements, the Directors have a reasonabie expectation that
the Company has adequate resources to continue in operational existence for the foreseeable future.
Thus the Directars continue to adopt the going concern basis of accounting in preparing the financial
statements.

Revenue recognition

Turnover is recognised to the extent that it is probable that the economic benefits will flow to the
Company and the turnover can be reliably measured. Turnover is measured as the fair value of the
consideration received or receivable, excluding discounts, rebates, value added tax and other sales
taxes. The following criteria must also be met before turnover is recognised:

« Membership subscriptions are recognised upon receipt.

¢ Donations are recognised when the Company has been notified in writing of both the amount and
settlement date or on a receipts basis if earlier. In the event that a donation is subject to
conditions that require a level of performance before the Company is entitled to the income, the
income is deferred and not recognised until either those conditions are fully met, or the fulfilment
of those conditions is wholly within the control of the Company.

« Dividends are recognised once the dividend has been declared and notification has been
received of the dividend due. This is normally on natification from the investment manager.

Interest income

Interest income is recognised in profit or loss using the effective interest method.
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ELECTORAL REFORM SOCIETY LIMITED
(A Company Limited by Guarantee)

NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
FOR THE 15-MONTH PERIOD ENDED 31 MARCH 2023

2.

Accounting policies (continued)

25

Tangible fixed assets

Tangible fixed assets costing £500 or more are capitalised and are shown under the cost model are
stated at historical cost less accumulated depreciation and any accumulated impairment losses.
Historical cost includes expenditure that is directly attributable to bringing the asset to the location
and condition necessary for it to be capable of operating in the manner intended by management.

Depreciation is charged so as to allocate the cost of assets less their residual value over their
estimated useful lives, using the straight-line method. :

Depreciation is provided on the following basis:

Land - NIL
Buildings freehold - 2% straight line
Plant and machinery - 33.33% to 50% straight line

The assets' residual values, useful lives and depreciation methods are reviewed, and adjusted
prospectively if appropriate, or if there is an indication of a significant change since the last reporting
date.

Gains and losses on disposals are determined by comparing the proceeds with the carrying amount

2.6

2.7

2.8

and are recognised in profit or loss.
Revaluation of tangible fixed assets

Individual freehold and leasehold properties are carried at current period value at fair value at the
date of the revaluation less any subsequent accumulated depreciation and subsequent accumulated
impairment losses. Revaluations are undertaken with sufficient regularity to ensure the carrying
amount does not differ materiaily from that which would be determined using fair value at the Balance
Sheet date.

Fair values are determined from market based evidence normally undertaken by professionally
qualified valuers.

Revaluation gains and losses are recognised in other comprehensive income unless losses exceed
the previously recognised gains or reflect a clear consumption of economic benefits, in which case
the excess losses are recognised in profit or loss.

Investment property

Investment property is carried at fair value determined annually by external valuers and derived from
the current market rents and investment property yields for comparable real estate, adjusted if
necessary for any difference in the nature, location or condition of the specific asset. No depreciation
is provided. Changes in fair value are recognised in profit or loss.

Valuation of investments

Investments in listed company shares are remeasured to market value at each Balance Sheet date.
Gains and losses on remeasurement are recognised in profit or loss for the period.
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ELECTORAL REFORM SOCIETY LIMITED
{A Company Limited by Guarantee)

NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
FOR THE 15-MONTH PERIOD ENDED 31 MARCH 2023

2.

Accounting policies {continued)

2.9 Cash and cash equivalents

Cash is represented by cash in hand and deposits with financial institutions repayable without penalty
on notice of not more than 24 hours. Cash equivalents are highly liquid investments that mature in no -
more than three months from the date of acquisition and that are readily convertible to known
amounts of cash with insignificant risk of change in value. ’

2.10 Financial instruments

The Company only enters into basic financial instrument transactions that result in the recognition of
financial assets and liabilities like trade and other debtors and creditors, loans from banks and other
third parties, loans to related parties and investments in ordinary shares.

Financial assets that are measured at cost and amortised cost are assessed at the end of each
reporting period for objective evidence of impairment. If objective evidence of impairment is found, an
impairment loss is recognised in the Income and Expenditure account.

For financial assets measured at amortised cost, the impairment loss is measured as the difference
between an asset's carrying amount and the present value of estimated cash flows discounted at the
asset's original effective interest rate. If a financial asset has a variable interest rate, the discount rate
for measuring any impairment loss is the current effective interest rate determined under the

contract.

Financial assets and liabilities are offset and the net amount reported in the Balance Sheet when
there is an enforceable right to set off the recognised amounts and there is an intention to settle on a
net basis or to realise the asset and settle the liability simultaneously.

2.11 Current and deferred taxation

The tax expense for the 15-month period comprises current and deferred tax. Tax is recognised in
profit or loss except that a charge attributable to an item of income and expense recognised as other
comprehensive income or to an item recognised directly in equity is also recognised in other
comprehensive income or directly in equity respectively.

The current income tax charge is calculated on the basis of tax rates and laws that have been
enacted or substantively enacted by the balance sheet date in the countries where the Company
operates and generates income.

Deferred tax balances are recognised in respect of all tihing differences that have originated but not
reversed by the Balance Sheet date, except that:

. The recognition of deferred tax assets is limited to the extent that it is probable that they will be
recovered against the reversal of deferred tax liabilities or other future taxable profits; and
) Any deferred tax balances are reversed if and when all conditions for retaining associated tax

allowances have been met.

Deferred tax balances are not recognised in respect of permanent differences except in respect of
business combinations, when deferred tax is recognised on the differences between the fair values of
assets acquired and the future tax deductions available for them and the differences between the fair
values of liabilities acquired and the amount that will be assessed for tax. Deferred tax is determined
using tax rates and laws that have been enacted or substantively enacted by the balance sheet date.
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ELECTORAL REFORM SOCIETY LIMITED
(A Company Limited by Guarantee)

NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
FOR THE 15-MONTH PERIOD ENDED 31 MARCH 2023

2. Accounting policies (continued)

2.12 Debtors

Short term debtors are measured at transaction price, less any impairment. Loans receivable are
measured initially at fair value, net of transaction costs, and are measured subsequently at amortised
cost using the effective interest method, less any impairment.

2.13 Creditors

Short term creditors are measured at the transaction price. Other financial liabilities, including bank
loans, are measured initially at fair value, net of transaction costs, and are measured subsequently at
amortised cost using the effective interest method.

2.14 Provisions for liabilities

Provisions are made where an event has taken place that gives the Company a legal or constructive
obligation that probably requires settlement by a transfer of economic benefit, and a reliable estimate
can be made of the amount of the obligation.

Provisions are charged as an expense to profit or loss in the period that the Company becomes
aware of the obligation, and are measured at the best estimate at the Balance Sheet date of the
expenditure required to settle the aobligation, taking into account relevant risks and uncertainties.

When payments are eventually made, they are charged to the provié,ion carried in the Balance Sheet.

2.15 Employee benefits

The costs of short-term employee benefits are recognised as a liability and an expense, unless those
costs are required to be recognised as part of the cost of stock or fixed assets.

The cost of any unused holiday entitlement is recognised in the period in which the employee’s
services are received.

Termination benefits are recognised immediately as an expense when the company is demonstrably
committed to terminate the employment of an employee or to provide termination benefits.

2.16 Retirement benefits

The company operates a defined contribution pension scheme for employees. The assets of the
scheme are held separately from those of the company. The annual contributions payable are
charged to the profit and loss account.

The company participates in a defined benefit pension scheme. The scheme operates as a pooled
arrangement, with deficit contributions paid at a centrally agreed rate. As a consequence, no share of
the underlying assets and liabilities can be directly attributed to the company. Under the terms of
FRS102, in these circumstances contributions are accounted for as if this scheme was a defined
contribution scheme based on actual contributions paid throughout the period. The present value of
the company's deficit contribution is recognised as a liability. Deficit contribution payments are offset
against the liability.
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ELECTORAL REFORM SOCIETY LIMITED
{A Company Limited by Guarantee)

NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
FOR THE 15-MONTH PERIOD ENDED 31 MARCH 2023

2. Accounting policies (continued)

2.17 Leases

Rental income from operating leases is recognised on a straight line basis over the term of the
relevant lease. : '

2.18 Government grants

Grants are accounted under the accruals model as permitted by FRS 102. Grants relating to
expenditure on tangible fixed assets are credited to profit or loss at the same rate as the depreciation
on the assets to which the grant relates. The deferred element of grants is included in creditors as
deferred income.

Grants of a revenue nature are recognised in the Profit and Loss account in the same period as the
related expenditure.

Grants received in relation to the government Coronavirus Job Retention Scheme (Furlough) have
been recognised within other operating income. The grant is accounted for on the accruals basis
once the related payroll return has been submitted.

3. Judgements in applying accounting policies and key sources of estimation uncertainty

In the application of the Company's accounting policies, the Directors are required to make judgements,
estimates and assumptions about the carrying amount of assets and liabilities that are not readily
apparent from other sources. The estimates and associated assumptions are based on historical
experience and other factors that are considered to be relevant. Actual results may differ from these
estimates. )

The estimates and underlying assumptions are reviewed on an ongoing basis. Revisions to accounting
estimates are recognised in the period in which the estimate is revised where the revision affects only that
period, or in the period of the revision and future periods where the revision affects both current and future
periods.

Key sources of estimation uncertainty
The estimates and assumptions which have a significant risk of causing a material adjustment to the

carrying amount of assets and liabilities are as follows.

Deferred tax

The provision for deferred tax represents the Directors' best estimate of the future cost to the company
due in relation to future gains on sale of investments. The estimate takes into account loss brought
forward and the current level of unrealised gains on investments at the substantially enacted corporation
tax rate at the reporting date. In the Spring Budget 2021, the Government announced that from 1 April
2023 the corporation tax rate will increase to 25%. Substantive enactment occurred on 24 May 2021,
therefore its effects are included in these financial statements.
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ELECTORAL REFORM SOCIETY LIMITED
(A Company Limited by Guarantee)

NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
FOR THE 15-MONTH PERIOD ENDED 31 MARCH 2023

4, Employees

The average monthly number of employees, including the Directors, during the 15-month period was as

follows: -
15 months 12 months
ended ended
31 31
March December
2023 2021
No. No.

Total 18 18

5. Tangible fixed assets

Land and Plant and

buildings  machinery Total
£ . £ £

Cost or valuation
At 1 January 2022 1,431,143 58,694 1,489,837
Additions 56,651 12,917 69,568
Disposals (2,897) (16,718) (19,615)
At 31 March 2023 1,484,897 54,893 1,539,790
Depreciation
At 1 January 2022 28,660 46,403 75,063
Charge for the 15-month period on owned assets 37,189 15,838 53,027
Disposals ' (41) (16,718) (16,759)
At 31 March 2023 65,808 45,523 111,331
Net book value
At 31 March 2023 1,419,089 9,370 1,428,459
At 31 December 2021 . 1,402,483 12,291 1,414,774

Page 8



ELECTORAL REFORM SOCIETY LIMITED
(A Company Limited by Guarantee)

NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
FOR THE 15-MONTH PERIOD ENDED 31 MARCH 2023

6.

Fixed asset investments

Cash held in
Listed - investment
investments portfolio Total
£ £ £
Cost or valuation . ~
At 1 January 2022 48,717,616 1,369,019 50,086,635
Additions . ’ 22,965,317 - 22,965,317
Disposals (24,201,868) - (24,201,868)
Revaluations (7,996,768) - (7,996,768)
Movement in cash held - 350,886 350,886
At 31 March 2023 39,484,297 1,719,905 41,204,202
Net book value
At 31 March 2023 ' 39,484,297 1,719,905 41,204,202
" At 31 December 2021 ' 48,717,616 ~ 1,369,019 50,086,635
The historic cost of listed investmen.ts is £38,481,297 (2021 - £40,211,104).
Investment property
Freehold
investment
property
£
Valuation
At 1 January 2022 2,618,676
Revaluation (809,445)
At 31 March 2023

1,809,231
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ELECTORAL REFORM SOCIETY LIMITED
(A Company Limited by Guarantee)

NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
FOR THE 15-MONTH PERIOD ENDED 31 MARCH 2023

8.

10.

Debtors

Other debtors
Prepayments and accrued income
Corporation tax recoverable

Creditors: Amounts falling due within one year

Holiday' pay accruals

Trade creditors

Pension scheme deficit creditor
Corporation tax

Other taxation and social security
Other creditors

Deferred income

Creditors: Amounts falling due after more than one year

Pension scheme deficit creditor
Other creditors

31

31 March December

2023 2021

£ £

190,360 . 67,326

16,935 11,713

17,839 6,463

225,134 85,502

31

31 March December

2023 2021

£ £

32,614 32,614

15,922 20,758

1,583 3,923

- 233,950
18,075 -

57,477 78,941
31,563 -

157,234 370,186

31

31 March December

2023 2021

’ £ £

8,741 8,741

31,856 20,760

40,597 29,501
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ELECTORAL REFORM SOCIETY LIMITED
(A Company Limited by Guarantee)

NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
FOR THE 15-MONTH PERIOD ENDED 31 MARCH 2023

11.  Deferred taxation

At 'Beginning of period
Charged to profit or loss
Effect of change in tax rate - profit or loss

At end of period

The provision for deferred taxation is made up as follows:

Tax losses carried forward
Potential future liability on revalued investments

2023 2021
£ £
(2,107,740)  (714,895)
1,571,615 ~ (1,167,088)
496,300 (225,757)
(39,825) (2,107,740)

31

31 March December
2023 2021

£ £

242,406 18,888
(282,231)  (2,126,628)
(39,825) (2,107,740)

The deferred tax liability set out above relates to deferred tax on unrealised gains on investments which

may crystallise on a future sale.
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ELECTORAL REFORM SOCIETY LIMITED
(A Company Limited by Guarantee)

NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
FOR THE 15-MONTH PERIOD ENDED 31 MARCH 2023

12.

13.

Pensions

The company participates in the TPT Retirement Solutions - The Growth Plan scheme, a muilti employer
scheme which provides behefits to some 950 non-associated participating employers. The scheme is a
defined benefit scheme in the UK. It is not possible for the company to obtain sufficient information to
enable it to account for the scheme as a defined benefit scheme. Therefore it accounts for the scheme as
a defined contribution scheme.

The scheme is subject to the funding legislation outlined in the Pensions Act 2004 which came into force
on 30 December 2005. This, together with documents issued by the Pensions Regulator and Technical
Actuarial Standards issued by the Financial Reporting Council, set out the framework for funding defined
benefit accupational pension schemes in the UK.

The scheme is classified as a 'last-man standing arrangement'. Therefore the company is potentially liable
for other participating employers' obligations if those employers are unable to meet their share of the
scheme deficit following withdrawal from the scheme. Participating employers are legally required to meet
their share of the scheme deficit on an annuity purchase basis on withdrawal from the scheme.

A full actuarial valuation for the scheme was carried out at 30 September 2020. This valuation showed
assets of £799m, liabilities of £832m and a deficit of £33m. To eliminate this funding shortfall, the Trustee
has asked the participating employers to pay additional contributions to the scheme.

Unless a concession has been agreed with the Trustee, deficit contributions will be made until 31 January
2025.

The i'ecovery plan contributions are allocated to each participating employer in line with their estimated
share of the Series 1 and Series 2 scheme liabilities.

Where the scheme is in deficit and where the company has agreed to a deficit funding arrangement the
company recognises a liability for the obligation. The amount recognised is the net present value of the
deficit reduction contributions payable under the agreement that relates to the deficit. The net present
value of the company's share of the deficit at 30 September 2022 is £20,156 (2021 - £12,664).

The company also participates in a further TPT Retirement Solutions Pension Scheme, which is a defined
contribution scheme. The assets of the scheme are held separately from those of the company in an
independently administered fund.

Mem'bers' liability

The Company is limited by guarantee, not having a share capital and consequently the liability of members
is limited, subject to an undertaking by each member to contribute to the net assets or liabilities of the

" company on winding up such amounts as may be required, not exceeding £1.
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ELECTORAL REFORM SOCIETY LIMITED
(A Company Limited by Guarantee)

NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
FOR THE 15-MONTH PERIOD ENDED 31 MARCH 2023

14, Commitments under operating leases

At 31 March ‘2023 the Company had future minimum lease payments due under non-cancellable
operating leases for each of the following periods:

31

31 March December

2023. 2021

£ £

Not later fhan 1 year 3,152 - 3,152
Later than 1 year and not later than 5 years 3,152 6,304
- 6,304 9,456

15. Related party transactions

There were no related party transactions in either reporting period.

16. Auditor's information

The auditor's -report on the financial statements for the 15-month period ended 31 March 2023 was
unqualified.

The audit report was signed on 22 Septembar 2623 by Stuart McKay BSc FCA DChA (Senior Statutory
Auditor) on behalf of MHA. :
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