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Introduction
History

The Birminghar znd Midland Bank wag formed by Deed of Settlement
dated 15th August 1836. 1In 1873 it was registered as "The
Birmingham anz Midland Bank" under the Companies Act 1862 but
without ZimiteZ liability, and in 1880 re-registered under the
Companies Acts 1862 to 187% as a Company limited by shares with

the name of "The Birmingham and ¥idland Bank Limited". In 1891,
pursuant to tns provisions of the Companiesgs (Memorandum of
Association) 2zt 183C, it adopted a Memorandum and Articles of

Asgociation i1z substitution for che Deed of Settlement.

The name of tzes Company has since been altered as fcllows:-
Date Name

28th September 1891 The London and Midland Bank Limited

3rd November 1:38 The Leondon City and Midland Bank
Limited

l1st October 1&1%2 London Joint City and Midland Bank
Limited

27th November 1223 Micdland Bank Limited

1st February 1382 Midland Bank Public Limited Company

27th September 1588 HSBC Bank plc

Capital Changes

The capital of The Birmingham and Midland Bank Limited upon re-
registration in 1880 as a Company limited by shares, was
£2,400,0C0 divided into 40,000 shares of £60 each, of which £3E
per share could only be called up in the event of ligquidation.
Between 1380 zna 1914 this was increased to £28,200,000,
consisting of 270,000 shares of £60 each, subject to the same
restriction; in the latter year these shares were divided into
2,350,000 sharses of £12 each, of which £7 per share could only
be called up ir the event of liquidation.

In 1918 the carital was increased to £41,450,000 by the creat.sn
of a further 1,200,000 shares of £12 each {of which £7 per share
could only be called up in the event of liquidation) and 500,000
new shares c¢f £Z 10s.0d each, and in 1919 to £45,200,000 by the
creation of a Zurther 1,500,000 new shares of £2 10s.0d each.

In 1925 the capital was reduced by the cancellation of 480,921
shares of £12 each which had not been issued and immediately
increased to the figure before reduction (£45,200,000) by the
creation of 5,771,052 new shares of £1 each.




In 1557 the capital was reorganised by extinguishing the
liability of £9 10s 0d per shares on the £12 shares (which were
paid up to the extent of £2 10s.0d each;, sub-dividing all the
shares of £2 10s.0d. each into shares of 10s. each, and
consolidating all the resultant shares of 10s each into shares
of £1 each, restoring the capital to £45,200,000 by the creation
of new shares of 10s each, and consolidating all the resultant
shares of 10s each into shares of £1 each. (See page 57 for a
copy of the Minute approved by the Court). The capital thus
became £45,200,000 divided inte £45,200,000 shares of £1 each.

There have been further increases or changes in capital as shown
below:

Date Capital

lgt July 1880 £2,400,000

2nd June 1890

18th June 1897

13th August 1500
4th December 1201
11th December 1908
17th February 1914
30th September 1918

£6,000,000
£12,000,000
£13,800,000
£16,200,000
£22,200,000
£28,200,000
£41,450,000

30th December 1919 £45,200,000
lst September 1964 £80,000,000
21lst April 1972 £110,000,000
24th August 1973 £125,000,000
15th March 1975 £150,000,000
20th April 1977 £200,000,000
18th April 1979 £230,000,000
15th August 1983 £265,000,000
23rd April 1986 £315,000,000
30th April 1987 £400, 000,000
10th August 1987 £750,000,000

27th April 1989 (AGM) £1,000,000,000

27th April 1989 EGM

£1,000,000,000 divided into 1,000,000,000 ordinary shares of £1
each.

£150,000,000 divided into 150,000,000 preference shares of £1
each.

US$250,000,000 divided into 2,500,000 preference shares of
US$100 each.

2nd October 1989 EGM

£1,000,000,000 divided into 1,000,000,000 ordinary shares of £1

each.

£150,000,000 divided intoc 150,000,000 non-cumulative preference

shares of £1 each.

US$500,000,000 divided into 20,000,000 non-cumulative preference
shares of US$25 each.

Continued over




27 August 1993 EGM

£1,000,C77,200 divided intc 1,0C83,000,000 ordinary shares of =
each.

£150,00C,027 zZvided into 153,003,000 non-cumulative preferencs
shares cof £. e=ach.

UsS$2,000,000 divided into 200,000,000 non-cumulative preference
shareg of USS..21 each.

16 September 1993 EGM

£1,150,020,30° divided intc 999,999,999 ordinary shares of £1
each, 1 ctreferrsd cordinary share of £1 and 150,000,000 non-

[l i g

cumulatci-—e greference shares of £1 each.

US$2,000, 000 civided into 200,000,000 non-cumulative preference

.

shares of USS$S2.01 each.

5 Pebruary 1997 EGM

£1,15G6,022,200 divided into 999,999,999 ordinary shares of £1
each, 1 treferrad ordinary share of £1 and 150,000,000 non-
cumulative preisrence shares of £1 each.

US$2,040,000 civided into 200,000,000 non-cumulative dollar
preference shares and 4,000,000 non-cumulative second dollar

preference shares of USSC.01 each.

22 June 2001 EGM

£1,150,002,000 Zivided into 99%,¢99,999 ordinary shares of £1
each, 1 preferred crdinary share of £1 and 150,000,000 non-
cumulative prelerence shares of £1 each.

UsS$2,190,000 divided into 200,000,000 non-cumulative dollar
preference shares, 4,000,000 non-cumulative second dollar
preference shares of US550.01 each and 15,000,000 non cumulative

preference shares of US50.01 each (third dollar preference
shares) .

27 September 2001 EGM

£1,150,002,00C Zivided into 999,999,999 ordinary shares of {1
each, 1 preferred ordinary share of £1 and 150,000,000 non-
cumulativs preference shares of £1 each.

US$2,440,000 divided into 200,000,000 non-cumulative dollar
preference shares, 4,000,000 non-cumulative second dollar
preference shares of US$0.01 each and 40,000,000 non cumulative
preference shares of US50.01 each (third dollar preference

shares) .




Registered No. 14259

Memorandum of Association
of

HSBC Bank plc

1. The name of the Company is HSBC BANK PLC.*

2, The Company is to be a public Company.

3. The Registered Office of the Company is and will be situate
in England.

4. The objectg for which the Company is established are:
(1} To carry on in any part of the world the business of

banking of all kinds and to transact and do all
matters and things incidental thereto, or which may at
any time hereafter, at any place where the Company
shall carry on business, be usually carried on as part
of or in connection with, or which may conduce toc or
be calculated to facilitate or render profitable the
transaction of, the business of banking or dealing in
money or securities of any kind; and, in particular,
and without prejudice to such generality:-

a. To receive money on loan, deposit, current
account or otherwise, with or without security,
to obtain the use and contrel of money and
securities, and to employ and use the same.

b. To advance or lend money with or without
security.
C. To draw, make, accept, endorse, grant, discount,

acquire, buy, sell, issue, negotiate, transfer,
hold, invest, or deal in and honour, retire, pay
or secure obligations, instruments (whether
negotiable or not) and securities of every kind.

d. To grant, issue, negotiate, honour, retire and
pay letters of credit, circular notes, drafts and
other instruments and securities of every kind.

e. To buy, sell and deal in foreign exchange,
precious metals, bullion and specie.

f. To contract for public and private lcans and to
negotiate and igsue the same.

* For changes of name see Introduction




(2}

(3)

To receive money, securities, documents and
valuables cn deposit or for safe custody or
ctherwise.

Q]

ol To collect and transmit money and securities and
tc act as agent for the receipt of money or of
documents and for the delivery of documents.

1. To guarantee or otherwise accept responsibility
for the genuineness and validity of obligations,
instruments, deeds and documents of all kinds.

J. Tc guarantee or otherwise become responsible for
the performance of obligations or contracts of
every kind by any company or persorn.

k. To prcmote, effect, insure, guarantee,

underwrite, secure the subscription or placing
of, subscribe of tender for or procure the
subscription of, participate in, manage or carry
out any issue, public or private, of state,
municipal or other loans, or of shares, stock,
debentures, or debenture stock of any company and
to lend money for the purposes of any such issue.

1. Tc receive security for the implementation of any
obligaticns.

m. To grant indemnities against loss and risks of
all kinds.

To carry o0 financial business and financial operations of
all kinds, and in particular and without prejudice tc the
generalitv of the foregoing to finance or assist in the
financing of the sale of gocds, articles or commodities of
all and every kind whether by way of personal loan, hire
purchase, instalment finance, deferred payment or
otherwise, to acguire by assignment or otherwise, debts due
and owing to any person or company and to collect such
debts and o constitute and to act as managers of unit
trusts and investment trusts and to issue and transact
business in respect of all types of bankers' payment
systems and to carry on all kinds of insurance business and
generally to act as financiers, traders, factors,
commigsion agents, insurance brokers or in any other
capacity, and to import, export, buy, sell, barter,
exchange, let on hire, pledge, make advances upon or
otherwise deal in any property whethexr tangible or
intangible.

To undertake the office of trustee, custodian trustee,
administrator, receiver, treasurer, registrar or secretary
and to undertake and execute trusts of all kinds and in
particular to act as trustee of any deeds constituting or
securing any debentures, debenture stock or other
securities or cbhligations.




(5)

(6)

(7)

(9)

To carry on business as an invegtment and holding company
and

a. to acquire and hold, sell, mortgage, exchange, deal
with, dispose of, issue, place and underwrite shares,
stocks, debentures, debenture stocks, notes, bonds,
obligations and securities issued or guaranteed by any
company constituted or carrying on business in any
part of the world.

b. to act as managers, controllers and organisers of all
or any part of any business, company managers,
managing agents, management consultants, commercial,
financial and technical advisers and to provide
secretarial, administrative, technical and commercial
services of all kinds.

c. to contrel, co-ordinate, finance, subsidise and
otherwise assist any company any part of whose share
capital is held by the Company, to enter into any
arrangements for sharing profits or losses, union of
interests, joint adventure, reciprocal concegsions or
co-operaticn, for making gratuitous payments by way of
gsubvention or otherwise and any other arrangements
which may seem desirable with respect to any business
or operations of or generally with respect to any such
company as aforesaid.

To constitute any trusts with a view to the issue of
preferred and deferred or any other special stocks,
gsecurities, certificates or other documents based on or
representing any shares, stocks or other assets
appropriated for the purposes of any such trust and to
settle and regulate and if thought fit to undertake and
execute any such trusts, and to issue, hold or dispose of
any such preferred, deferred or other special stocks,
securities, certificates or documents.

To purchase, take on lease or otherwise acquire land and
property of any tenure and to develop and turn to account
the land and property of the Company or any other land and
property and in particular to erect and construct thereon
buildings and works of every description and to pull down,
rebuild, enlarge and improve existing buildings and works
and to enter into contracts and arrangements of all kinds
with builders, tenants and others.

To manage property of all kinds and to act as agents and to
transact all kinds of agency business, and to act for and
represent, and to employ as agents any company Or person
domiciled or resident at home or abroad.

To establish and maintain branches and agencies in any part
of the world.

To purchase, take options over, take on lease or in
exchange, hire or otherwise acquire for any estate or
interest any real or personal property, businesses, rights,
or privileges, the acquisition whereof may appear to be




(13)

(14)

(15)

neIassary or ccnvenient for the purposes, or directls or
indirectly conduzive to the interests, of the Companv.

To =sell, exchange, mortgage, develcp, let on rent, royalty,

snare of profit or otherwise, improve, manage, turn <o
ccount, grant coptions, licences, easements or other rights

in resgpect ¢f, and in any other manner deal with or dispose
£ zhe urdertaking, property, assets, rights and effects of

the Company or any part thereof.

Tz porrow or raise money in such manner as the Company
sha’l think fit, and in particular by the issue of
depentures or debenture stock (perpetual or otherwise} and
to secure the repayment of any money borrowed, raised or
owing by mortgage, charge or lien upon all or any of the
property or assets of the Company (both present and future)
includinc its uncalled capital, and alsc by a similar
mor-gage, charge or lien to secure and guarantee the
performarce by the Company or any cther person or company
of any okligation undertaken by the Company or any other
person or company as the case may be.

To establish and maintain or procure the establishment and
maintenarce of any non-contributory or contributory pension
or superannuation fund for the benefit of and grant cr
procure the granting of pensions, donations, allowances,
gratuities, emcluments, bonuses or benefits to or in
respect cf the Directors, ex-Directors, officers,
ex-cfficers, employees or ex-employees of the Company or of
any company which is a subsidiary of the Company or allied
to cr associated in business with the Company or with any
such subsidiary company, or of any business acquired by the
Comrany, 9r to any persons in whose welfare the Company or
any such other company as aforesaid is or has been
interested, and the wives, widows, families, dependents and
personal representatives of any such persons, and to make
payments for or towards the insurance of any such persons
as aforesaid and to establish and support or aid in the
establishment and support of associations, institutions,
clubs, building and housing schemes, funds, trusts and
conveniences calculated to benefit any such persons as
aforesaid.

To subscribe or guarantee money for any purpose which may

ke considered likely directly or indirectly to further the
objects ¢of the Company or the interests of its members or

for any national, charitable, benevolent, public, general

or useful object.

To take or concur in taking all such steps and proceedings
{including the undertaking of any obligation, monetary or
otherwise) as may seem best calculated to uphold and
support the credit of the Company or to obtain, maintain,
restore and justify public confidence, or to avert of
minimise financial disturbances which might affect the

Company .

To pay for any property or rights acquired by the Company,
either in cash or shares, with or without preferred or
deferred rights in respect of dividend or repayment of




(16)

{19}

(20)

(21}

(22)

capital or otherwise, or by any securities which the
Company has power to issue, or partly in one mode and
partly in another, and generally on such terms as the
Company may determine.

To remunerate any person or company for services rendered
or to be rendered in placing or assisting to place any of
the shares, debentures, debenture stock, or cother
gecurities of the Company, or in or about the promotion of
the Company or the conduct of its business.

To accept payment for any property or rights sold or
otherwise disposed of or dealt with by the Company, either
in cash, by instalments or otherwise, or in shares of any
company, with or without deferred or preferred rights in
respect of dividend or repayment of capital or otherwise,
or by means of a mortgage or by debentures or debenture
stock of any company, or partly in one mode and partly in
another, and generally on such terms as the Company may
determine, and to hold, deal with, or dispose of any
consideration so received.

To invest and deal with the moneys of the Company in or
upon such invesgstments and securities (including land of any
tenure in any part of the world) and in such manner as may
from time to time be considered expedient and to dispose of
or vary any such investments or securities.

To enter into any arrangement with any Government or other
authority, supreme, municipal, local or otherwise, and to
cbtain from any such Government or authority all rights,
concessions, and privileges which may seem conducive to the
Company's objects or any of them, and to apply for and
promote any charter, Act of Parliament, licence, order or
concegsion for the purpcses of the Company or for the
purpose of extending or varying the objects and powers of
the Company.

To amalgamate or enter into partnership or into any
arrangement for sharing profits, union of interest,
co-operation, joint adventure, reciprocal concession, or
otherwise, with any company or person carrying on or
proposing to carry on any business which the Company is
authorised to carry on or any business or transaction
capable of being conducted so as directly or indirectly to
benefit the Company and to take part in the management,
supervision or control of any such business and for that
purpose to appoint and remunerate any directors,
accountants, consultants, experts and agents.

To promote any other company or companies for the purpose
of acquiring or taking over all or any of the property,
rights and liabilities of the Company, or for any other
purpose which may be calculated to benefit directly or
indirectly the Company.

To seek for and secure openings for the employment of
capital in any part of the world and with a view thereto to
employ experts to investigate and examine into the
condition, prospects, value, character and circumstances of




(253

(26}

(29)

any busiress ccncerns and undertakings and generally of any
assets, ccncess.ons, properties cor rights.

Tc procure the registration or incorporation of the Company
in or under tone laws of any place outside England.

To purchase or ccherwise acgquire and undertake all c¢r any
part of the business, property and liabilities of any
company <r person Carrying on any business which the
Company s authcrised to carry on, or possessed of property
suitable Zor the purpose of the Company.

To make and enter into arrangements with or on behalf of
empiloyees of the Company for profit-sharing upon such terms
as may seem expedient.

To subscribe to any trade association or fund for the
protecticn, defence or benefit of persons or companies
carrying on businesses similar tc those carried on by the
Company.

To distribute among the members of the Company in specie
any property of the Company.

To carry on any other trade or business whatscever which
can in tke opinion of the Directors be advantageously
carried ¢z by the Company in connection with or as
ancillary 2o any of the above businesses or the general
business of the Company or be calculated toc enhance
directly or indirectly the value of or render profitable
any of the property of the Company or to further any of its
objects.

To do all or any of the above things, in any part of the
world, and either as principals, agents, trustees,
contracterg or otherwise, and either alone or in
conjunction with others, and either by or through agents,
sub-contractors, trustees or otherwise.

To do all such other things as are considered to be
incidental or ccnducive to the above objects or any of
them.

It is hereby declared that:

(i) where the context so admits the word "company" in this
ciause shall be deemed to include any government or
any statutory, municipal or public body or any body
corporate or un-incorporated association, including a
partnership or other body of persons whether or not
incorporated and, if incorporated, whether or not a
company within the meaning of the Companies Act, 1948,
and whether domiciled in England or elsewhere; and

{(ii) the objects specified in each of the paragraphs of
this clause shall be regarded as independent objects,
and accerdingly shall in no wise be limited or
restricted (except where otherwise expressed in such
paragraphs) by reference to or inference from the
terms of any other paragraph, but may be carried out




in as full and ample a manner and construed in as wide
a sense as if each of the said paragraphs defined the
objects of a separate and distinct cowmpany.

5. The liability of the Members is limited

6. The capital of the Company is £6,000,000** divided into
100,000 Shares of £60 each. By virtue of a resolution
passed at a General Meeting of the Company on the 24th
March, 1880, the sum of £35 per Share is capital which is
not capable of being called up except in the event and for
the purposes of the Company being wound up.

** The history of the formation of the Company and the changes
in its capital are set out in the Introduction.




Registered No. 14259

Articles of Association
of

Midland Bank
Publi¢ Limited Company

Preliminary

1, The regulations contained in Table A in the First Schedule
to the Ccmpanies Act 1862 shall not apply to the Company.

Interpretation

2. In these Articles unless there is something in the subject
or contex: inconsistent therewith:

The "Statutes"™ means the Companies Acts 1948 to 1981 and every
other Statute for the time being in fcorce concerning companies
insofar as the same applies to the Company;

The "Company" means this Ccompany; and "company" includes any
body corporate or association of persons whether or not a
company within the meaning of the Act;

The "Articles" means these Articles of association or cther the
regulaticns of the Company for the time being in force;

The "Directors" means the Directors for the time being of the
Company as a body or a guorum of the Directors present at a
meeting c¢f the Directors:

"Member" means a member of the Company;

The "Office" means the registered office for the time being of
the Company;

The "Seal" means the common seal of the Company;

The "Securities Seal" means an official seal of the Company kept
under The Stock Exchange (Completion of Bargains) Act 1976;

"Transfer Office" means the place where the Register cof Members
is kept;
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"Stock Exchange Nominee" has the meaning given in The Stock
Exchange (Completion of Bargains) Act 1976;

"Record Date" in regard to
(a) an annual general meeting and

(b) an extraordinary general meeting called to congider a
gpecial resolution.

shall mean the date being 28 clear days before such meeting
and, in regard to any other extraordinary general meeting,
shall mean the date being 21 clear days before such
meeting;

The "United Kingdom" means Great Britain and Northern Ireland;

The "Secretary" means the secretary for the time being of the
Company and includes any deputy or assistant secretary and any
person appointed to perform the duties of secretary temporarily
or in any particular case;

Words importing the singular number include the plural number
and
vice versa;

Words importing the masculine gender include the feminine
gender;

Words importing persons include corporations;

Expressions referring to writing shall be construed as including
references to printing, lithography, photography and other modes
of representing or reproducing words in a visible form;

Subject as aforesaid, any words and expressions defined in the
Statues shall, if not inconsgistent with the subject or context,
bear the same meanings in thesge Articles,

Share Capital

3. The share capital of the Company at the time of
adoption of this Article is £1,150,000,000 divided
into 999,999,999 ordinary shares of £1 each ("ordinary
shares") and 1 preferred ordinary share of £1 (the
"preferred ordinary share") and 150,000,000
non-cumulative preference shares of £1 each ("sterling
shares" or "sterling preference shares") and
US52,440,000 divided into 200,000,000 non-cumulative
preference shares of US$0.01 each ("dollar preference
shares"), 4,000,000 non-cumulative preference shares
of US$0.01 each ("second dollar preference
shares") .and 40,000,000 non cumulative preference
shares of US$0.01 each ("third dollar preference
shares") .

3A(1) Sterling Preference Shares

The sterling preference shares shall rank pari passu
inter se and with the dollar preference shares and




therswith. They shall confer the rights and be
suk-=ct to the limitationg set out in this Article.
The shall also confer such further rights {(not being
inccnsistent with the rights set out in this Article)
as w3, be attached by the Directors tc such shares
pricr to allotment. Wnhenever the Directors have power
undexr this Article to determine any of the rights
attzcned to any of the sterling preference shares, the
rignts so determined need not be the same as those
attached to the sterling preference shares which have
ther been allotted or issued. The sterling preference
shares may be issued in one or more separate series
and sach series shall be identified in such manner as
the Zirectors may determine without any such
determination or identification requiring any
alteration to these Articles.

(2) Each sterling preference share shall confer the following
rights as to dividend and capital:-

Income

(a) the right ({subject to the provisions of paragraph (4) of
this Article, to the extent applicable} to a non-cumulative
preferential dividend payable at such rate (whether fixed
or variakle) on such dates and on such other terms and
conditionrns as may be determined by the Directors prior to
allctment thereof;

Capital

(b) the right upon return of capital on a winding up or

otherwise {but nct, unless otherwise provided by the terms
of issue of such share, upon a redemption or purchase by
the Company of any of its share capital) to receive out of
the assets of the Company available for distribution to its
members pari passu with the holders of any other shares of
the Company ranking pari passu with such share as regards
repayment of capital and in priority to the holders of the
ordinary shares ¢f the Company:-

(i) a sum equal to:-

(A) the amcunt of any dividend which is due for
payment after the date of commencement of the
winding up but which is payable in respect of a
period ending on or before such date; and

(B) 1if the date of commencement of the winding up
falls before the last day of a period in respect
cof which a dividend would have been payable and
which began before such date, any further amount
of dividend which would have been payable had
such date been the last day of that period but
only to the extent that any such amount or
further amount was, or would have been, payable
as a cash dividend in accordance with or pursuant
to this Article; and

{ii) subject thereto, a sum equal to the amount paid up or
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credited as paid up on such share together with such
premium (if any) as may be determined by the Directors
prior to allotment thereof (and so that the Directors
may determine that such premium is payable only in
specified circumstances) .

Limitations
{(3) No sterling preference share shall:-

(a) confer any right to participate in the profits or assets of
the Company other than that set out in sub-paragraphs (2)
{a) and (b) of this Article;

(b} subject to the Statutes, confer any right to participate in
any offer or invitation by way of rights or otherwise to
subscribe for additional shares in the Company;

(c} confer any right of conversion; or

(d) confer any right to participate in any issue of bonus
shareg save as set out in sub-paragraph 4 (d) of this
Article.

Further Provisions as to Income

(4) All or any of the following provisions shall apply in
relation to any particular sterling preference shares
("relevant sterling preference shares") if so determined by
the Directeors prior to allotment thereof:-

(a) (i) if, on any date ("the relevant date") on which a
dividend ("the relevant dividend") would otherwise
fall to be paid on any relevant sterling preference
shares, the profits of the Company available for
distribution are in the opinion of the Directors,
insufficient to enable payment in full to be made of
the relevant dividend, then:-

(A) none of the relevant dividend shall be payable;
or

{(B) the Directors shall (after payment in full, or
the setting aside of a sum required for payment
in full, of (1) all dividends payable on or
before the relevant date on any shares in the
capital of the Company in priority to the
relevant dividend and (2) any special dividend
referred to in sub-paragraph (g) below) apply
such profits, if any, in paying dividends to the
heolders of participating shares (as defined
below) pro rata to the amounts of dividend on
participating shares accrued and payable on or
before the relevant date. For the purposes of
this paragraph, the expression "participating
shares" shall mean the relevant sterling
preference shares and any other shares in the
capital of the Company which rank pari passu as
to participation in profits with the relevant
sterling preference shares and on which either
(1) a dividend is payable on the relevant date or
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i2) arrears of cumulative dividernd are unpaid a:
the relevant date;

but 30 that, 1f the Directors determine prior to
a..ctment of any relevant sterling preference shares
that the provisicns of this sub-paragraph (a) (i) shall
app-» in relation thereto, they shall apply one (but

not zoth} of (A) and (B} above;

(1i) 1f Z: shall subsequently appear that any such dividend

whizh has been paid in whole or in part should not, in
acccrdance with the provisions of this sub-paragraph,
have been so paid, then provided the Directors shall
have acted in goed faith, they shall not incur any
liaz:lity for any loss which any shareholder may
suffer in consegquence of such payment having been
made;

if in the Zudgement of the Directors the payment of any
dividend cn any relevant sterling preference shares would
breach or zause a breach of the Bank of England's capital
adequacy reguirements from time to time applicakble toc the
Company and/or any of its subsidiaries, then none of such
dividend shall be payabkle;

if a dividend or any part thereof on any relevant sterling
preference shares is not paid for the reasons specified in
sub-paragraphs (a) or (b) above, the holders of such shares
shall have no claim in respect of such non-payment save as
provided In sub-paragraph (d) below (if applicablej;

(i) the provisions of this sub-paragraph (d) shall apply
where any dividend otherwise payable on a particular
date on any relevant sterling preference shares (a
"relevant instalment") is, for the reasons specified
in sub-paragraphs (a) (i) (A) or (b) above, not payable
and the amounts (if any) standing to the credit of any
cf the Company's reserves, including capital
redenption reserve (if any}) and share premium account
(if any), or profit and loss account and available for
the purpose are in aggregate sufficient to be applied
and capable of being applied in paying up in full at
par additional sterling preference shares on the basis
hereinafter provided in this sub-paragraph (d);

(ii) on the date for payment of the relevant instalment had
such instalment been paid the Directors shall, subject
to the Statutes, allot and issue credited as fully
paid to each holder of relevant sterling preference
shares such additional nominal amount of sterling
preference shares (disregarding any fractional
entitlement) as is equal to an amount determined by
multiplying the cash amount of the relevant instalment
which would have been payable to him had such
instalment been payable (exclusive of any imputed tax
credit) by a factor to be determined by the Directors
prior to allotment of the relevant sterling preference
shares

(iii) for the purposes of paying up additional sterling

preference shares to be allotted pursuant to this




(iv)

-6 -

sub-paragraph (d), the Directors shall capitalise, out
of such of the accounts or regerves of the Company
available for the purpose as they shall determine, a
sum equal to the aggregate nominal amount of the
additional sterling preference shares then to be
allotted and shall make all appropriations and
applications of such sum and all allotments and issues
of fully paid sterling preference shares and generally
do all acts and things required to give effect thereto
as they shall determine to be necegsary or expedient
for the purpcose of giving effect to this sub-paragraph
(d);

as from the date of allotment thereof the additional
sterling preference shares allotted pursuant to this
gsub-paragraph (d) shall confer the same rights and be
subject to the same limitations as, and shall rank
pari passu in all respects with, the relevant sterling
preference shares save only as regards participation
in the relevant instalment;

if any additional sterling preference shares falling
to be allotted pursuant to this sub-paragraph (d)
cannot be allotted by reason of any insufficiency in
the Company's authorised share capital or in the
amount of relevant securities which the Directors are
authorised to allot in accordance with Section 80 of
the Companies Act 1985, the Directors shall convene a
general meeting, to be held as soon as practicable,
for the purpose of considering a resolution or
resolutions effecting an appropriate increase in the
authorised share capital and granting the Directors
appropriate authority to allot relevant securities;

if any dividend on any relevant sterling preference
shares is not paid in full (or a sum is not set aside
to provide for its payment in full), the Company may
not thereafter redeem, purchase or otherwise acguire
for any consideration any other share capital of the
Company ranking pari passu with or after the relevant
sterling preference shares (and may not set aside or
establish any sinking fund for any such redemption,
purchase or other acquisition} until such time as
dividends on the relevant sterling preference shares
in respect of such period as the Directors shall
determine prior to allotment of the relevant sterling
preference shares shall have been paid in full (or a
sum shall have been set aside to provide for such
payment in full);

subject as provided in sub-paragraph (g) below, if
applicable, except where any payment of dividend is to
be made in accordance with Article 3A(4) (a), if any
dividend on any relevant sterling preference shares is
not paid in full (or a sum is not set aside to provide
for its payment in full), no dividend may thereafter
be declared or paid on any other share capital of the
Company ranking as to dividend pari passu with or
after the relevant sterling preference shares (and no
sum may be set aside for the payment of any such
dividend on any other such share capital) until such
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Zire as dividends on the relevant sterling preferencs
shares in respect of the then current dividend pericd
sha_l have been paid in full in respect of the then

current dividend period (or a sum shall have been set
aside to provide for such payment in full);

sl Ras

any relevant sterling preference shares has been paid
in Zull and notwithstanding any cther provision of
these Articles, the Directors may, if they so resolve
and subject to the Statutes, pay (or set aside a
sufiicient sum for payment of) a special dividend noz
exceeding 0.01 pence per share (or, in the case of US
del zax-dencminated share capital, not exceeding 0.01
US cent per share) on any shares in the capital of the
Comrany in respect of which no dividend has previously
beer paid in that calendar year. References elsewhere
in this Article and in Article 3B to any dividend
payable on any sterling preference shares shall not be
treated as including a reference to any special
dividend paid on any relevant sterling preference
shares pursuant to this sub-paragraph (g).

in any calendar vear, whether or not any dividend on

Redemption

(5) (a)

Unless the Directors determine in relation to any
particular sterling preference shares prior to
allctment thereof that such shares shall be
irredeemable, the sterling preference shares shall,
subject to the provisicns of the Statutes, be
redeemable at the option of the Company.

In case of any series of sterling preference shares
wnich are to be sc redeemable:

the Company, may, subject to the provisions of the
Statutes, redeem on any Redemption Date (as
hereinafter defined) all or some only of the sterling
preference shares by giving to the holders of the
sterling preference shares to be redeemed not less
than 30 days' nor more than 60 days' (oxr, if the
directors so determine in respect of a Sterling
Preference Share of a particular series prior to the
Relevant Date, not less than 30 Business Days' nor
more than 60 Business Days') prior notice in writing
{a "Notice of Redemption") of the relevant Redemption

Date.

"Redemption Date" means, in relation to a sterling
preference share of a particular series, any date
which falls no earlier than such one of the following
dates as shall be determined by the Directors prior to
the Relevant Date (as hereinafter defined):

(A) 5 November 2031;

(B} the date which is 5 years and one day after the
Relevant Date;

(C) the date which is 10 years and one day after the
Relevant Date;




(ii)

(iii)

(iv}

{(v)

{D} the date which is 15 years and one day after the
Relevant Date;

(E) the date which is 20 years and one day after the
Relevant Date;

Provided that, in relation to any serieg of sterling
preference shares allotted after the coming into force
of Section 133 of the Companies Act 1989, the
Directors may, prior to the allotment of such series,
fix the date on or by which, or dates between which,
the shares of such series are to be or may be redeemed
and such date or dates fixed by the Directors may be
different from or in addition to any date derived from
or set out in the foregoing provisions of
sub-paragraph (b) (i);

"Relevant Date" means, in relation to a sterling
preference share of a particular serieg, the first
date of allotment of sterling preference shares of
that series,.

there ghall be paid on each sterling preference share
go redeemed, the aggregate of the nominal amount
thereof and any premium paid on issue;

in the case of redemption of some only of the sterling
preference shares in any series, the Company shall for
the purpose of determining the particular sterling
preference shares to be redeemed cause a drawing to be
made at the Office or such other place as the
Directors may approve in the presence of the Auditors
for the time being of the Company:

any Notice of Redemption given under sub-paragraph

(b) (i) above shall specify the applicable Redemption
Date, the particular sterling preference shares to be
redeemed and the redemption price, and shall state the
place or places at which documents of title in respect
of such sterling preference shares are to be presented
and surrendered for redemption and payment of the
redemption moneys is to be effected. Upon such
Redemption Date, the Company shall redeem the
particular sterling preference shares to be redeemed
onn that date subject to the provisions of this
paragraph and of the Statutes. No defect in the
Notice of Redemption or in the giving thereocf shall
affect the validity of the redemption proceedings;

the provisions of this and the following
sub-paragraphs shall have effect in relation to
sterling preference shares for the time being issued
and registered in the register of members of the
Company ("Registered Shares") and represented by
certificates ("Certificates") and in relation to
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ster.ing preference srares which, in accordance with

rtzzle 12A, are for the time being issued and
cutszanding in bearer Zorm ("Bearer Shares") and
recrs=sented by share warrants ("Warrants").

Payments in respect of the amount due on redempticon of
a Registered Share shall be made by checue drawn on a
barx in London or upor the request of the holder or
joint holders not later than the date specified for
the Durpose in the Notice of Redemption by transfer to
a sterling acccunt maintained by the payee with a bank
irr Zcndon.  Such payment will be against presentation
ana surrender of the relative Certificate at the place
or cne of the places specified in the Nctice of
Redemption and if any Certificate so surrendered
includes any sterling preference shares not to be
redeemed on the relevant Redemption Date the Company
sha’ll within 14 days thereafter issue tc the

heolcer, free of charge, a fresh Certificate in respect
of such sterling preference shares.

Payments in respect of the amcunt due on redemption of
a Bearer Share shall be made by cheque drawn on a bank
in London or upon the request of the holder not later
thar the date specified for the purpose in the Notice
of Redemption by transfer to a sterling account
maircained by the payee with a bank in London. such
payrents will be made against presentation and
surrender of the Warrant and all unmatured dividend
coupons and talons (if any) at the place or one of the
places specified in the Notice of Redemption. Upon
the relevant Redemption Date all unmatured dividend
coupens and any talon for additional dividend coupons
appertaining thereto (whether or not returned) shall
becorme void and no payment will be made in respect
thereof. If the Warrant so surrendered represents any
sterling preference shares not to be redeemed on the
relevant Redemption Date the Company shall issue, free
of charge, a fresh Warrant representing such Bearer
Shares which are not to be redeemed on such Redemption

Date.

All payments in respect of redemption moneys will in
all respects be subject to any applicable fiscal or
other laws;

as from the relevant Redemption Date the dividend on
the sterling preference shares due for redemption
shall cease to accrue except on any such sterling
preference share in respect of which, upon the due
surrender of the Certificate or, as the case may be,
the Warrant and all unmatured dividend coupons and
talons (if any) in respect thereof, in accordance with
sub-paragraph (b) {v) above, payment of the redemption
moneys due on such Redemption Date shall be improperly
withheld or refused, in which case such dividend, at
the rate then applicable, shall be deemed to have
continued and shall accordingly continue to accrue
from the relevant Redemption Date to the date of
payment of such redemption moneys. Such sterling
preference share shall not be treated as having been
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redeemed until the redemption moneys in guestion
together with the accrued dividend thereon shall have
been paid;

{(vii) if the due date for the payment of the redemption

moneys on any sterling preference share is not a day
on which bankg in London are open for business (a
"Sterling Business Day") then payment of such moneys
will be made on the next succeeding day which is a
Sterling Business Day and without any interest or
other payment in respect of such delays; and

(viii) the receipt of the holder for the time being of any

(c)

Registered Share {(or in the case of joint holders the
receipt of any one of them) and the receipt of the
pergon delivering any Warrant to the place or one of
the places specified pursuant to sub-paragraph (b) (iv)
above in respect of the moneys payable on redemption
of such Registered Share or, as the case may be, such
Bearer Share shall constitute an absolute discharge to
the Company in respect thereof.

Upon the redemption or purchase of any sterling preference
shares the Directors shall have power toc convert the
authorised but unissued sterling preference shares existing
as a result of such redemption or purchase into shares of
any other class of share capital into which the authorised
share capital of the Company is or may be dividend of the
gsame nominal amount in sterling as the sterling preference
shares or into unclasgified shares of the same nominal
amount in sterling as the sterling preference shares.

Purchase

(6)

Subject to the provisions of the Statutes the Company may
at any time purchase any sterling preference shares (a) in
the market, (b) by tender (available alike to all holders
of the same class of sterling preference shares) or (¢) by
private treaty, in each case upon such terms as the
Directors shall determine.

Consolidation and Division

(7)

Pursuant to the authority given by the passing of the
regolution to adopt this paragraph of Article 3a, the
Directors may, at any time prior to allotment or following
purchase or redemption thereof, consolidate and divide
and/or sub-divide any sterling preference shares into
shares of a ldrger or smaller amount.

Restriction on Capitalisation

(8)

The provisions of this paragraph shall apply in relation to
any particular sterling preference shares ("relevant
gsterling preference shares") if so determined by the
Directors prior to allotment thereof. Save with the
written consent of the holders of three quarters in nominal
value of, or with the sanction of an extraordinary
resclution passed at a separate general meeting of the
heolders of, the relevant sterling preference shares, the
Directors shall not pursuant to paragraph (1) of Article
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122z capicalise any part of the amounts available for
dis-ribuzion and referred to in that paragraph if after
sucr capitalilsation the aggregate of such amounts would
less than a multiple, determined by the Directors prior
allctment of relevant sterling preference shares, of the
aggregate amount of the annual dividends (exclusive of anv
imp:ited zax credit) payable on the sterling preference
shares then in issue and any other preference shares ther
in Issue ranking as regards dividend pari passu with or in
pricrity o them or any of them.

[RENS]
(D

Further Preference Shares

(9)

(b)

{(c)

{(d)

(e)

The special rights attached to any particular sterling
preference shares allotted or in issue shall be deemed to
be -raried by the creation or issue of any further shares
ranking as regards participation in profits and assets in
pricrity <o such sterling preference shares, but shall net
(unless ctherwise provided by their terms of issue) be
deemed tc be varied by the creation or issue of any dellar
preference shares or of further shares in any currency
("new shares") ranking as regards participation in the
profits and assets of the Company in scme or all respects
pari passu with or after such sterling preference shares
and sco that any new shares ranking in some or all respects
pari passu with such sterling preference shares may either
carry rights identical in all respects with such sterling
preference shares or any of them or rights differing
therefrom in any respect including but without prejudice to
tne generality of the foregeing in that:-

the rate of dividend may differ and the dividend may be
cumulative or non-cumulative;

the new shares or any series therecf may rank for dividend
as from such date as may be provided by the terms of issue
thereof and the dates for payment of dividend may differ;

a premium may be payable on return of capital or there may
be no such premium;

the new shares may be redeemable at the option of the
holder or of the Company, or may be non-redeemable, and if
redeecmable at the option of the Company they may be
redecmable at different dates and on different terms from
those applying to the sterling preference shares; and

the new shares may be convertible into ordinary shares or
any other class of shares ranking as regards participation
in the profits and assets of the Company pari passu with or
after such sterling preference shares in each case on such
terms and conditions as may be prescribed by the terms of
issue thereof.

Dollar Preference Shares

3B(1)The dollar preference shares shall rank pari passu inter se

and with the sterling preference shares and with all other

shares expressed to rank pari passu therewith. They shall

confer the rights and be subject to the limitations set out
in this Article. They shall also confer such further
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rights (not being inconsistent with the rights set out in
this Article) as may be attached by the Directors to such
shares prior to allotment. Whenever the Directors have
power under this Article to determine any of the rights
attached to any of the dollar preference shares, the rights
so determined need not be the same as those attached to the
dollar preference shares which have then been allotted or
issued. The dollar preference shares may be issued in one
or more geparate series and each series shall be identified
in such manner as the Directors may determine without any
such determination or identification requiring any
alteration to these Articles.

(2) Each dollar preference share shall confer the following
rights as to dividend and capital:-

Income

(a} the right (subject to the provisions of paragraph (4) of
this Article, to the extent applicable) to a non-cumulative
preferential dividend payable in US dollars at such rate
(whether fixed or variable) on such dates and on such other
terms and conditions as may be determined by the Directors
prior to allotment thereof;

Capital

{(b) the right upon return of capital on a winding up or

(1)

(B}

otherwise {(but not, unless otherwise provided by the terms
of issue of such share, upon a redemption or purchase by
the Company of any of its share capital) to receive in US
dollars out of the assets of the Company available for
distribution to its members pari passu with the holders of
any other shares of the Company ranking pari passu with
such share as regards repayment of capital and in priority
to the holders of the ordinary shares of the Company:-

a sum equal to:-

the amount of any dividend which is due for payment
after the date of commencement of the winding up or
such other return of capital but which is payable in
regpect of a period ending on or before such date; and

if the date of commencement of the winding up or such
other return of capital falls before the last day of a
period in respect of which a dividend would have been
payable and which began before such date, any further
amount of dividend which would have been payable had
such date been the last day of that period

but only to the extent that any such amount or further
amount was, or would have been, payable as a cash dividend
in accordance with or pursuant to this Article; and

(ii) subject thereto, a sum equal to the amount paid up or

credited as paid up on such share together with such
premium (if any) as may be determined by the Directors
prior to allotment thereof {(and so that the Directors
may determine that such premium is payable only in
specified circumstances).




Limitations

(3)

(a)

{c}
(d)

Nz 2oilar preference share shall:-

ccnier any right to participate in the profits or assets of
tne Comparny other than that set out in sub-paragraphs (2)
{a. and k) of this Article;

sub-ect tZc the Statutes, confer any right to participate in
any offer or invitation by way of rights or otherwise to
sucscribe for additiocnal shares in the Company;

confer ary right of conversion; or
confer any right to participate in any issue of bonus

shares save as set out in sub-paragraph 4 {d) of this
Article.

Further Provisions as to Income

(4)

(a)

All or any of the following provisions shall apply in
relation to any particular dollar preference shares
{"relevant dollar preference shares") if so determined by
the Directors prior to allotment thereof:-

(i: 1if, on any date {("the relevant date") on which a
dividend ("the relevant dividend") would otherwise
fall to be paid on any relevant dollar preference
shares, the profits of the Company available for
distribution are, in the opinion of the Directors,
insufficient to enable payment in full to be made of
the relevant dividend, then:-

(A} none of the relevant dividend shall be pavable; or

(B) the Directors shall (after payment in full, or the
setting aside of a sum required for payment in full,
of (1) all dividends payable on or before the relevant
date on any shares in the capital of the Company in
priority to the relevant dividend and (2} any special
dividend referred to in sub-paragraph (g) below) apply
such profits, if any, in paying dividends to the
holders of participating shares (as defined below) pro
rata to the amounts of dividend on participating
shares accrued and payable on or before the relevant
date. For the purposes of this paragraph, the
expression "participating shares" shall mean the
relevant dollar preference shares and any other shares
in the capital of the Company which rank pari passu as
to participation in profits with the relevant dollar
preference shares and on which either (1) a dividend
is payable on the relevant date or (2) arrears of
cumulative dividend are unpaid at the relevant date;
but so that, if the Directors determine prior to
allotment of any relevant dollar preference shares
that the provisions of this sub-paragraph (a) (1) shall
apply in relation thereto, they shall apply one (but
not both} of (A} and (B) above;

if it shall subsequently appear that any such dividend
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which has been paid in whole or in part should not, in
accordance with the provisions of this sub-paragraph,
have been so paid, then provided the Directors shall
have acted in good faith, they shall not incur any
liability for any loss which any shareholder may
suffer in consequence of such payment having been
made ;

if in the judgement of the Directors the payment of any
dividend on any relevant dollar preference shares would
breach or cause a breach of the Bank of England's capital
adeqguacy requirements from time to time applicable to the
Company and/or any of its subsidiaries, then none of such
dividend shall be payable;

if a dividend or any part thereof on any relevant deollar
preference shares is not paid for the reasons specified in
sub-paragraphs (a} or (b) above, the holders of such shares
shall have no claim in respect of such non-payment save as
provided in sub-paragraph (d) below (if applicable);

(d) (i) the provisions of this sub-paragraph (d} shall apply

where any dividend otherwise payable on a particular
date on any relevant dollar preference shares (a
"relevant instalment") is, for the reasons gpecified
in sub-paragraphs (a) (i) (&) or (b) above, not payable
and the amounts (if any) standing to the credit of any
of the Company's reserve accounts, including capital
redemption reserve (if any) and share premium account
(if any), or profit and loss account and available for
the purpose are in aggregate sufficient to be applied
and capable of being applied in paying up in full at
par additional dollar preference shares on the basis
hereinafter provided in this sub-paragraph (d);

(ii) on the date for payment of the relevant instalment had

such instalment been paid, the Directors shall,
subject to the Statutes, allot and issue credited as
fully paid to each holder of relevant dollar
preference shares such additional nominal amount of
dollar preference shares (disregarding any fractional
entitlement) as is equal to an amount determined by
multiplying the cash amount of the relevant instalment
which would have been payable to him had such
instalment been payable (exclusive of any imputed tax
credit) by a factor to be determined by the Directors
prior to allotment of the relevant dollar preference
shares;

(iii) for the purposes of paying up additional dollar

preference shares to be allotted pursuant to this
sub-paragraph (d), the Directors shall capitalise, out
of such of the accounts or reserves of the Company
available for the purposes as they shall determine
(including any reserve denominated in pounds sterling
and permitted by law to be so capitalised), a sum
equal to the aggregate nominal amount of the
additional dollar preference shares then to be
allotted and shall make all appropriations and
applications of such sum and all allotments and issues
of fully paid dollar preference shares and generally
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as tney shz.li determine to be necessary or expedient
for the rurpose of giving effect to this sub-paragraph
(d) ;

this sub-paragraph (d) (iv) shall apply in any case
where the amounts standing to the credit of the
acccunts and reserves of the Company available for the
purpsse are net in aggregate sufficient to allow the
Company lawfully to allot all or some additicnal
preference shares ("unallotted shares") which would
otherwise Ia3ll to be allotted pursuant tc
sub-paracraph (d) (ii) above but would be sufficient
were the Ccmpany to allot sterling preference shares
of an aggregate nominal amount, determined by the
Directors in the manner described below, equivalent to
the aggregate nominal amcunt of the unallotted shares;

in any such case the Company shall allot to the
perscns to whom the unallotted shares would have been
allctted a number of additional sterling preference
shares of an aggregate nominal amount, credited as
fully paid, determined by the Directors as being
equivalent to the aggregate nominal amount of the
una.lotted shares (had they been allotted), such
detexrmination to be made by applying an appropriate
rate of exchange (selected by the Directors)
prevailing at the date on which, but for the reasons
specified in sub-paragraphs (a) or (b) above, the
relevant instalment would have been payable (but so
that fractions of a share shall not be allotted);

such additional sterling preference shares shall carry
such rights as to dividend, capital, wvoting and
otherwise as the Directors deem expedient for the
purpose of ensuring so far as practicable that the
holders of such additional sterling preference shares
shall be in no different position from that in which
they would have been had they received the unailotted
shares and so that (without prejudice to the
generality of the foregoing):-

(1) whenever the effect on such additional sterling
preference shares of any variation or abrogation
of the kind referred to in Article 7(3) is, in
the opinion of the Directors, substantially the
same as its effect on the dollar preference
shares in right of which such additional sterling
preference shares were allotted, then such
additional sterling preference shares shall be
treated as forming part of the same class as such
dollar preference shares; and

(2) for the purposes of any such meeting or written
consent as referred to in Article 7 (3) and
notwithstanding any other provisiocn of these
Articles, the number of votes exercisable by a
holder of such additional sterling preference
shares and the nominal value therecof shall be
determined by the Directors by converting the
nominal amount of his holding of such additional
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gsterling preference shares into US dollars at the
rate of exchange referred to in (B) above (but
ignoring any fractions thereby arising);

(v) as from the date of allotment therecf the additional
dollar preference shares so allotted pursuant to this
sub-paragraph (d) shall confer the same rights and be
subject to the same limitations as, and shall rank
pari passu in all respects with, the relevant dollar
preference shares save only as regards participation
in the relevant instalment;

{vi} 1f any additional dollar preference shares falling to
be allotted pursuant to this sub-paragraph (d) cannot
be allotted by reason of any insufficiency in the
Company's authorised share capital or in the amount of
relevant securities which the Directors are authorised
to allot in accordance with Section 80 of the
Companies Act 1985, the Directors shall convene a
general meeting, to be held as soon as practicable,
for the purpose of considering a resolution or
resolutions effecting an appropriate increase in the
authorised share capital and granting the Directors
appropriate authority to allot relevant securities;

if any dividend on any relevant dollar preference shares ig
not paid in full (or a sum is not set aside to provide for
its payment in full), the Company may not thereafter
redeem, purchase or otherwise acquire for any consideration
any other share capital of the Company ranking pari passu
with or after the relevant dollar preference shares {and
may not set aside or establish any sinking fund for any
such redemption, purchase or other acquisition) until such
time as dividends on the relevant dollar preference shares
in respect of such period as the Directors shall determine
prior to allotment of the relevant decllar preference shares
shall have been paid in full (or a sum shall have been set
aside to provide for such payment in full);

subject as provided in sub-paragraph (g) below, if
applicable, except where any payment of dividend is to be
made in accordance with Article 3B(4) (a), if any dividend
on any relevant dollar preference shares is not paid in
full (or a sum is not set aside to provide for its payment
in full), no dividend may thereafter be declared or paid on
any other share capital of the Company ranking as to
dividend pari passu with or after the relevant dollar
preference shares (and no sum may be set aside for the
payment of any such dividend on any other such share
capital) until such time as dividends on the relevant
dollar preference shareg in regpect of the then current
dividend period shall have been paid in full (or a sum
shall have been set aside to provide for such payment in
full);

in any calendar year, whether or not any dividend on any
relevant dollar preference sharez has been paid in full and
notwithstanding any other provision of these Articles, the
Directors may, if they so resolve and subject to the
Statutes, pay (or set aside a sufficient sum for payment
of) a special dividend not exceeding 0.01 pence per share
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zs2 of US doliar-denominated share capital,

(or, in ke s
0.01 US cent per share) on any shares in the

not exceeding
capital c¢I the Company in respect of which nc dividend has
previousZ. been paid in that calendar year. References

elsewhere in tnis Article and in Article 3A to any dividend
payable on anv dollar preference shares shall not be
treated as including a reference to any special dividend
paid on zany relevant dollar preference shares pursuant to
this sub-raragraph (g).

Redemption

(5) (a}Unless the Directors determine in relation to any
particular dcllar preference shares prior to allotment
thereof that guch shares shall be irredeemable, the dollar
prefererce shares shall, subiect to the provisions of the
Statutes, be redeemable at the option of the Company.

(b} In the case of any series of dollar preference shares
which are to be so redeemable:-

{i1) the Company may, subject to the provisions of the
Statutes, redeem on any Redemption Date {as
hereinafter defined) ail or some only of the docllar
preference shares by giving to the holders of the
dolilar preference shares to be redeemed not less than
30 days' nor more that 60 days' prior notice in
writing (a "Notice of Redemption") of the relevant
Redemption Date. Where applicable a Relevant
Redemption Dividend (as hereinafter defined) shall be
payab_e and, 1f so, nc relevant dollar preference
shares to be redeemed shall be redeemed unless such
Relevant Redemption Dividend is paid on or before the
Rederption Date. "Redemption Date" means, in relation
to a dollar preference share of a particular series,
any date which falls no earlier than such one of the
folicwing dates as shall be determined by the
Directors prior to the Relevant Date (as hereinafter
defined) :

(A) the date which is 5 years and one day after the
Relevant Date;

{(B) the date which is 10 years and cne day after the
Relevant Date;

(C) the date which is 15 years and one day after the
Relevant Date;

(D) the date which is 20 years and one day after the
Relevant Date;

Provided that, in relation to any series of dollar
preference shares allotted after the coming into force
of Section 133 of the Companies Act 1989, the
Directors may, prior to the allotment of such series,
fix “he date on or by which, or dates between which,
the shares of such series are to be or may be redeemed
and such date or dates fixed by the Directors may be
different from or in addition to any date derived from
or set out in the foregoing provisions of
sub-paragraph (b) (i} ;
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"Relevant Date" means, in relation to a dollar
preference share of a particular serieg, the first
date of allotment of dollar preference shares of that
series;

there shall be paid on each dollar preference share so
redeemed, in US dollars, the aggregate of the nominal
amount thereof, and any premium paid on.issue in
addition (where applicable) to the special dividend in
respect of redemption, being the Relevant Redemption
Dividend (as hereinafter defined).

"Relevant Redemption Dividend" means a dividend of an
amount calculated in accordance with such one (if any)
of the following formulae (as applied in relation to a
Redemption Date notified under sub-paragraph (b) (1)
above which falls within the period of twelve months
commencing on the date following the fifth, sixth,
seventh, eighth or ninth anniversary of the Relevant
Date, as the case may be) as may be determined by the
directors prior to the Relevant Date.

The said formulae are as follows:
A X B where:

"A" is the amount of dividend (together with any
asgociated tax credit to the extent that such tax
credit is taken into account in determining the amount
of dividend payable on a Relevant Preference Share (as
hereinafter defined)) calculated at the date of
allotment payable on a Relevant Preference Share (as
hereinafter defined} in respect of the twelve months
following allotment by virtue of the terms of issue
thereof on the assumption that such amount of dividend
has accrued on the Relevant Preference Share during
such period and was payable at the end of such period
and for this purpose "Relevant Preference Share" means
the dollar preference share to be redeemed or, where
dollar preference shares have pursuant to their terms
of issue been issued as components of units, means the
dollar preference share to be redeemed and the share
or shares comprise in the same unit as the dollar
preference share to be redeemed; and

"BY is:

in relation to a Redemption Date falling within the
period of twelve months commencing on the day
following the fifth anniversary of the Relevant Date,
100.00 per cent., or

in relation to a Redemption Date falling within the
period of twelve months commencing on the day
following the sixth anniversary of the Relevant Date,
80.00 per cent., or

in relation to a Redemption Date falling within the
period of twelve months commencing on the day
following the seventh anniversary of the Relevant
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Dats, zZ0.00 per cent., or

in rz=_ation to a Rederntion Date falling within the
per-ca of twelve months commencing on thke day
fol.cwing the eighth anniversary of the Relevant Date,
40.-.. rer cent., or

in rslation tc a Redemption Date falling within the
per-zd of twelve months commencing on the day
follzwing the ninth anniversary of the Relevant Date,
20..7 per cent.; or

C X Z where:

"C" is the amount of dividend (together with any
asscclated tax credit Zo the extent that such tax
crezZit 1s taken into account in determining the amount
of cividend payable on a Relevant Preference Share (as
defined in sub-paragraph (A) above)) calculated at the
date of allotment payable on a Relevant Preference
Share {as defined in sub-paragraph (A) above) in
rescect of the twelve months following allotment by
vircuie of the terms of issue thereof on the assumption
that such amount of dividend has accrued on the
Relevant Preference Share during such period and was
payarcle at the end of such period; and

in relation to a Redemption Date falling within the
period of twelve months commencing on the day
fcllowing the fifth anniversary of the Relevant Date,
50.C2 per cent., or in relation to a Redemption Date
falling within the period of twelve months commencing
on the day following the sixth anniversary of the
Relewvant Date, 40.00 per cent., or

in relation to a Redemption Date falling within the
period cf twelve months commencing on the day
following the seventh anniversary of the Relevant
Date, 30.00 per cent., or

in relation to a Redemption Date falling within the
periocd of twelve months commencing on the day
following the eighth anniversary of the Relevant Date,
20.02 per cent., or

in relation to a Redemption Date falling within the
period of twelve months commencing on the day

following the ninth anniversary of the Relevant Date,
10.07 per cent.; or

E x F where:
"E" is the amount of US$25; and
"F" is:

in relation to a Redemption Date falling within the
period of twelve months commencing on the day
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following the fifth anniversary of the Relevant Date,
6.00 per cent., or

in relation to a Redemption Date falling within the
reriod of twelve months commencing on the day
following the sixth anniversary of the Relevant Date,
4,80 per cent., or

in relation to a Redemption Date falling within the
period of twelve months commencing on the day
following the seventh anniversary of the Relevant
Date, 3.60 per cent., or

in relation to a Redemption Date falling within the
period of twelve months commencing on the day
following the eighth anniversary of the Relevant Date,
2.40 per cent., or

in relation to a Redemption Date falling within the
period of twelve months commencing on the day
following the ninth anniversary of the Relevant Date,
1.20 per cent.

No special dividend in respect of redempticn shall be
payable when the Redemption Date falls after the tenth
anniversary of the Relevant Date. The product of the
above formula in respect of a dollar preference share may,
in the Directors' discretion, be rounded down to the
nearest whole US cent;

in the case of redemption of some only of the dollar
preference shares in any series, the Company shall for the
purpose of determining the particular dollar preference
shares to be redeemed cause a drawing to be made at the
Office or such other place as the Directors may approve in
the presence of the Auditors for the time being of the
Company ;

any Notice of Redemption given under sub-paragraph (b) (i)
above shall specify the applicable Redemption Date, the
particular dollar preference shares to be redeemed and the
redemption price and shall state the place or places at
which documents of title in respect of such dollar
preference shares are to be presented and surrendered for
redemption and payment of the redemption moneys is to be
effected. Upon such Redemption Date, the Company shall
redeem the particular dollar preference shares to be
redeemed on that date subject to the provisions of this
paragraph and of the Statutes. No defect in the Notice of
Redemption or in the giving thereof shall affect the
validity of the redemption proceedings;

the provisions of this and the following sub-paragraphs
shall have effect in relation to dollar preference shares
for the time being issued and registered in the register
of members of the Company ("Registered Shares") and
represented by certificates ("Certificates") and in
relating to dollar preference shares which, in accordance
with Article 12A, are for the time being issued and
outstanding in bearer form ("Bearer Shares") and
represented by share warrants ("Warrants").
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Pavmernts in respect of the amount due on redemption of a
Registered Share shall ke made by US dollar cheque drawn
on a bamx in London or in the City of New York or upon the
request cf the holder or joint holders not later than the
date spacified for the purpose in the Notice of Redemption
by transfer to a US dollar account maintained by the payee
with a cank in London or in the City of New York. Such
payment will be against presentation and surrender of the
re_ative Certificate at the place or one of the places
specified in the Notice of Redemption and if any
Certifizate so surrendered includes any dollar preference
shares not to be redeemed on the relevant Redemption Date
the Cowrrzany shall within 14 days thereafter issue to the
holder, free of charge, a fresh Certificate in respect of
such dc_lar preference shares.

Pavments in respect of the amount due ¢n redempticon of a
Bearer Srare shall be made by US dollar chegue drawn on a
bank in London or in the City of New York or upon the
request of the holder no later than the date specified for
the purpose in the Notice of Redemption by transfer to a
US dollar account maintained by the payee with a bank in
London or in the City of New York. Such payments will be
made against presentation and surrender of the Warrant and
all unmatured dividend coupons and talons (if any) at the
place or one of the places specified in the Notice of
Redempticn. Upon the relevant Redemption Date all
unmatured dividend coupons and any talon for additional
dividend coupons appertaining thereto (whether or not
returned) shall become void and no payment will be made in
respect therecf. 1If the Warrant so surrendered represents
any dollar preference shares not to be redeemed on the
relevan: Redemption Date the Company shall issue, free of
charge, a fresh Warrant representing such Bearer Shares
which are not to be redeemed on such Redemption Date.

All payments in respect of redemption moneys will in all
respects be subject to any applicable fiscal or other
laws;

as from the relevant Redemption Date the dividend on the
dollar preference shares due for redempticn shall cease to
accrue except on any such dollar preference share in
respect of which, upon the due surrender of the
Certificate or, as the case may be, the Warrant and alil
unmatured dividend coupons and talons (if any) in respect
thereof, in accordance with sub-paragraph (b) (v) above,
payment of the redemption moneys due on such Redemption
Date shall be improperly withheld or refused, in which
case such dividend, at the rate then applicable, shall be
deemed to have continued and shall accordingly continue ..
accrue for the relevant Redemption Date to the date of
payment of such redemption moneys. Such dollar preference
share shall not be treated as having been redeemed until
the redemption moneys in question together with the
accrued dividend thereon shall have been paid;

if the due date for the payment of the redemption moneys
on any dollar preference share is not a day on which banks
in London and in the City of New York are open for
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business and on which foreign exchange dealings may be
conducted in London and the City of New York {(a "Dollar
Business Day") then payment of such moneys will be made on
the next succeeding day which is a Dollar Business Day and
without any interest or other payment in respect of such
delay; and

the receipt of the holder for the time being of any
Registered Share (or in the case of joint holders the
receipt of any one of them) and the receipt of the person
delivering any Warrant to the place or one of the places
specified pursuant to sub-paragraph (b} (iv) above in
respect of the moneys payable on redemption of such
Registered Share or, as the case may be, such Bearer Share
shall constitute an absolute discharge to the Company in
respect thereof.

Upon the redemption or purchase of any dollar preference
shares the Directors shall have power to convert the
authorised but unissued dollar preference shares existing
as a result of such redemption or purchase into shares of
any other class of share capital into which the authorised
share capital of the company is or may be divided of the
same nominal amount in US dollars as the dollar preference
shares or into unclassified shares of the same nominal
amount in US dollars as the dollar preference shares.

Purchase

(6}

Subject to the provisions of the Statutes the Company may
at any time purchase any dollar preference shares (a) in

the market, (b) by tender (available alike to all holders
of the same class of dollar preference shares) or (¢} by

private treaty, in each case upon such terms as the '
Directors shall determine.

Consolidation and Division

(7)

Pursuant to the authority given by the passing of the
resolution to adopt this paragraph of Article 3B, the
Directors may, at any time prior to allotment or following
purchase or redemption thereof, consolidate and divide
and/or sub-divide any dollar preference shares into shares
of a larger or smaller amount.

Restriction on Capitalisation

(8)

The provisions of this paragraph shall apply in relation
to any particular dollar preference shares ("relevant
dollar preference shares") if so determined by the
Directors prior to allotment thereof. Save with the
written consent of the holders of three guarters in
nominal value of, or with the ganction of an extraordinary
resolution passed at a separate general meeting of the
holders of, the relevant dollar preference shares, the
Directors shall not pursuant to paragraph (1} of Article
122 capitalise any part of the amounts available for
distribution and referred to in that paragraph if after
such capitalisation the aggregate of such amounts would be
less than a multiple, determined by the Directors prior to
allotment of relevant dollar preference shares, of the
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acoregate amount of the annual dividends (exclusive of an
irputed tax credit) payvable on the dollar preference
shares then in issue and any other preference shares then
ir. issue ranking as regards dividend pari passu with or in
priority to them or any of them.

Further Preference Shares

(9)

The special rights attached to any particular dollar
preference shares allotted or in issue shall be deemed to
be varied by the creation or issue of any further shares
ranking as regards participation in profits and assets in
priority to such dollar preference shares, but shall not
(unless otherwise provided by their terms of isgue) he
deemed to be varied by the creation or issue of any
sterling preference shares or of further shares in any
currency {"new shares") ranking as regards participaticn
in the profits and assets of the Company in some or all
respects pari passu with or after such dollar preference
shares and sc that any new shares ranking in some or all
respects pari passu with such dollar preference shares may
either carry rights identical in all respects with such
dollar preference shares or any of them or rights
differing therefrom in any respect including but without
prejudice to the generality of the foregoing in that:-

the rate of dividend may differ and the dividend may be
cumialative or non-cumulative;

the new shares or any series thereof may rank for dividend
as Zrom such date as may be provided by the terms of issue
thereof and the dates for payment of dividend may differ;

a premium may be payable on return of capital or there may
be no such premium;

the new shares may be redeemable at the option of the
holder or of the Company, or may be non-redeemable, and if
redeemable at the option of the Company they may be
redeemable at different dates and on different terms from
those applying to the deollar preference shares; and

the new shares may be convertible into ordinary shares or
any other class of shares ranking as regards participation
in the profits and assets of the Company pari passu with
or after such dollar preference shares in each case on
such terms and conditions as may be prescribed by the
terms of issue thereof.

Preferred Ordinary Share

3C(1)

The preferred ordinary share shall rank pari passu in all
respects with the ordinary shares and with all other
shares expressed to rank pari passu therewith. It shall
carry the same rights and be subject to the same
limications as the ordinary shares but in addition the
preferred ordinary share shall confer:

(1) on each and any distribution of profits by the
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Company on any class of share (other than the
ordinary shares), the right to receive, in
priority to any other share, the first £100 of
any amount so distributed; and

on any distribution on a winding-up of the
Company (but not on any redemption, reduction or
purchase of any share capital), the right to
receive out of the assets of the Company
available for distribution, in priority to any
other share, a sum equal to the nominal amount of
the preferred ordinary share and any premium paid
on the issue thereof.

(2) The creation or issue of any share or shares in the
capital of the Company conferring any right to participate
in the profits or assets of the company in priority to the
entitlements referred to in gub-paragraphs (i) or (ii) of
Article 3C(1) shall be deemed to constitute a variation in
the rights of the preferred ordinary share.

Second Dollar Preference Sharesg

3D{1) The second dollar preference shares shall rank pari passu
inter se and with all other shares expressed to rank pari
passu therewith. They shall confer the rights and be
subject to the limitations set out in this Article. They
shall also confer such further rights (not being
inconsistent with the rights set out in this Article) as
may be attached by the Directors to such shares prior to
allotment. Whenever the Directors have power under this
Article to determine any of the rights attached to any of
the second dollar preference shares, the rights so
determined need not be the same as those attached to the
second dollar preference shares which have then been
allotted or issued. The second dollar preference shares
may be issued in one or more separate serieg and each
series shall be identified in such manner as the Directors
may determine without any such determination or
identification requiring any alteration to these Articles.

(2) Each second deollar preference share shall confer the
following rights as to dividend and capital:-

Income

(a) the right (subject to the rights attached to the dollar
preference shares, the sterling preference shares, the
preferred ordinary share and any other class of share in
the capital of the Company for the time being) to a non-
cumulative preferential dividend (in priority to the
ordinary shares of the Company) payable in US dollars at
such rate (whether fixed or variable) on such dates and on
such other terms and conditions as may be determined by
the Directors prior to allotment thereof:

Capital
(b) the right (subject to the rights attached to the dollar

preference shares, the sterling preference shares, the
preferred ordinary share and any other class of share in
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<= capital of the Company for the time being} upcon return
5f capital on a winding up or otherwise {but not, unless
~-~erwise provided by the terms cf issue of such share,
upzn a redemption or purchase by the Company of any of its
share capital) to receive in US dollars out of the assets
of the Company available for distribution to its members
pari passu with the holders of any other shares of the
Ccmpany ranking pari passu with such share as regards
repayment of capital and in priority to the holders of the
oridinary shares of the Company:-

a sum egual to:-

(A the amount of any dividend which is due for payment
after the date of commencement of the winding up or
such other return of capital but which is payable in
respect of a period ending on or before such date; and

(8 if the date of commencement of the winding up or such
other return of capital falls before the last day of a
per:iod in respect of which a dividend would have been
payable and which began before such date, any further
amount of dividend which would have been payable had
such date been the last day of that period

buz only to the extent that any such amount or further
amount was, or would have been, payable as a cash dividend
in accordance with or pursuant to this Article; and

(ii) subject thereto, a sum equal to the amount paid up or
credited as paid up on such share.

Limitations

(3) Nc second dollar preference share shall:-

(a! confer any right to participate in the profits or
assets of the Company other than that set out in sub-
paragraphs (2){a) and (b) of this Article;

(b} subject to the Statutes, confer any right to
participate in any offer or invitation by way of
rights or otherwise to subscribe for additional shares
in the Company;

(c) confer any right of conversion; or

(@) confer any right to participate in any issue of bonus
shares.

Redemption
(4) {a} The second deollar preference shares shall, subject to

the provisions of the Statutes, be redeemable at the
option of the Company.

(b) (1’ The Company may, subject to the provisions
of the Statutes, redeem on any Redemption
Date (as hereinafter defined)} all or some
only of the second dollar preference shares
by giving to the holders of the second
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dollar preference shares to be redeemed not
less than 30 days' nor more than 60 days'
prior notice in writing (a "Notice of
Redemption") of the relevant Redemption
Date. "Redemption Date" means, in relation

to any second dollar preference share, any
date which falls no earlier than 5 years and
one day after the date of allotment of that
second dollar preference share.

There shall be paid on each second dollar
preference share so redeemed, in US dollars,
the aggregate of the nominal amount thereof,
and any premium paid on issue.

In the case of redemption of some only of
the second dollar preference shares in any
series, the Company shall for the purpose of
determining the particular second dollar
preference shares to be redeemed cause a
drawing to be made at the Office or such
other place as the Directors may approve in
the presence of the Auditors for the time
being of the Company.

Any Notice of Redemption given under sub-
paragraph (b} (i) above shall specify the
applicable Redemption Date, the particular
second dollar preference shares to be
redeemed and the redemption price and sghall
state the place or places at which documents
of title in respect of such second dollar
preference shares are to be presented and
surrendered for redemption and payment of
the redemption moneys is to be effected.
Upon such Redemption Date, the Company shall
redeem the particular second dollar
preference shares to be redeemed on that
date subject to the provisions of this
paragraph and of the Statutes. No defect in
the Notice of Redemption or in the giving
thereof shall affect the wvalidity of the
redemption proceedings.

Payments in respect of the amount due on
redemption of a second dollar preference
share shall be made by US dollar cheque
drawn on a bank in London or in the City of

New York or upon the request of the holder

or joint holders not later than the date
specified for the purpose in the Notice of
Redemption by transfer to a US dollar
account maintained by the payee with a bank
in London or in the City of New York. Such
payment will be against presentation and
surrender of the relative share certificate
at the place or one of the places specified
in the Notice of Redemption and if any share
certificate so surrendered includes any
second dollar preference shares not to be
redeemed on the relevant Redemption Date the
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Zompany shall within 14 days thereafter
:gsue to the holder, free of charge, z fresh
share certificate in respect of sucn second
dcllar preference shares.

AXl payments in respect of redempticn moneys
will in all resgpects be subject toc any
applicable fiscal or other laws.

(vi As from the relevant Redemption Date the
dividend on the second dollar preference
shares due for redemption shall cease to
accrue except on any such second dellar
preference share in respect of which, upon
rhe due surrender of the share certificate
in respect thereof, in accordance with sub-
paragraph (b) (v) above, payment of the
redemption moneys due on such Redemption
Date shall be improperly withheld or
refused, in which case such dividend, at the
rate then applicable, shall be deemed to
have continued and shall accordingly
continue to accrue for the relevant
Redemption Date to the date of payment of
such redemption moneys. Such dollar
preference share shall not be treated as
having been redeemed until the redemption
moneys in question together with the accrued
dividend thereon shall have been paid.

(vii} If the due date for the payment of the
redemption moneys on any second dollar
preference share is not a day on which banks
in London and in the City of New York are
open for business and on which foreign
exchange dealings may be conducted in London
and the City of New York (a "Dollar Business
Day") then payment of such moneys will be
made on the next succeeding day which is a
Dollar Business Day and without any interest
or other payment in respect of such delay.

(vizi) The receipt of the holder for the time being
of any second dollar preference share (or in
the case of joint holders the receipt of any
one of them) in respect of the moneys
payable on redemption of such gsecond dollar
preference share shall constitute an
absolute discharge to the Company in respect
thereof.

(c) Upon the redemption or purchase of any second dollar

preference shares the Directors shall have power to
convert the authorised but unissued second dollar
preference shares existing as a result of such
redemption or purchase into shares of any other class
of share capital into which the authorised share
capital of the company is or may be divided of the
same nominal amount in US dollars as the second dollax
preference shares or into unclassified shares of the
game nominal amount in US dollars as the second dollar




preference shares.

Purchase

(5)

Subject to the provisions of the Statutes of the Company
may at any time purchase any second dollar preference
shareg (a) in the market, (b) by tender (available alike
to all holders of the same class of second dollar
preference shares) or {(c) by private treaty, in each case
upon such terms as the Directors shall determine.

Congolidation and Division

(6)

Pursuant to the authority given by the passing of the
regolution to adopt this paragraph cof Article 3D, the
Directors may, at any time following purchase or
redemption thereof, consolidate and divide and/or sub-
divide any second dollar preference shares into shares of
a larger or smaller amount.

Further Preference Shares

{7)

The special rights attached to any particular second
dollar preference shares allotted or in issue shall be
deemed to be varied by the creation or lissue of any
further shares ranking as regards participation in profits
and assets pari passu with such second dollar preference
shares, but shall not (unless otherwise provided by their
terms of issue) be deemed to be varied by the creation or
issue of any dollar preference shares or sterling
preference shares or of further shares in any currency
{("*new shares") ranking as regards participation in the
profits or assets of the Company in priority to or after
such second dollar preference shares.

Third Dollar Preference Shares

3E(1)

The third dollar preference shares shall rank pari passu
inter se and with all other shares expressed to rank pari
passu therewith. They shall confer the rights and be
subject to the limitations set out in this Article. They
shall also confer such further rights (not being
inconsistent with the rights set out in this Article) as
may be attached by the Directors to such shares prior to
allotment. Whenever the Dirvectore have power under this
Article to determine any of the rights attached to any of
the third dollar preference shares, the rights s=o
determined need not be the same as those attached to the
third dollar preference shares which have then been
allotted or issued. The third dollar preference shares
may be issued in one or more separate series and each
series shall be identified in such manner as the Directors
may determine without any such determination or
identification requiring any alteration to these Articles.




2) Each thiz3 4dcllar preference share shall confer the
followins richts as to dividend and capital:-

Income

ta) the righc {sub-ect to the rights attached to the dollar
preference shares, the second dollar preference shares,
the sterling preference shares, the preferred ordinary
share ani any other class of share in the capital of the
Ceompany for the time beinc) to a non-cumulative
preferenzial dividend {in priority to the ordinary shares
of the Ccmpany. payable in US dollars at such rate
(whether fixed or variable) on such dates and on such
other terms and conditions as may be determined by the
Directers pricr to allotment thereof;

Capital

(b) the righz (subject to the rights attached to the dollar

preference shares, the second dollar preference shares,
the sterling preference shares, the preferred ordinary
share and any other class of share in the capital of the
Company for the time being} upon return of capital on a
winding up or otherwise (but not, unless otherwise
provided by the terms of issue of such share, upon a
redemption or purchase by the Company of any of its share
capital’ to receive in US dollars out of the assets of the
Company available for distribution to its members pari
passu with the holders of any other shares of the Company
ranking pari passu with such share as regards repayment of
capital and in priority to the holders of the ordinary
shares c¢f the Company:-

{(i: a sum equal to:-

(A) the amount of any dividend which is due for
payment after the date of commencement of the
winding up or such other return of capital but
which is payable in respect of a period ending on
or before such date; and

(B) if the date of commencement of the winding up or
such other return of capital falls before the last
day of a period in respect of which a dividend
would have been payable and which began before
such date, any further amount of dividend which
would have been payable had such date been the
last day of that period but only to the extent
that any such amount or further amount was, or
would have been, payable as a cash dividend in
accordance with or pursuant to this Article; and

(i subject thereto, a sum equal to the amount paid up or
credited as paid up on such share.
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No third dollar preference share shall:-

confer any right to participate in the profits or
assets of the Company other than that set out in sub-
paragraphs (2) (a) and (b) of thig Article;

subject to the Statutes, confer any right to
participate in any offer or invitation by way of
rights or otherwise to subscribe for additional shares
in the Company;

confer any right of conversion; or

confer any right to participate in any issue of bonus

shares.

The third dollar preference shares shall, subject to
the provisions of the Statutes, be redeemable at the
option of the Company.

Limitations
(3)

(a)

{b)

(c)

(d)
Redemption
(4) (a)

(b) (1)

(ii)

{iii)

(iv)

The Company may, subject to the provisions of the
Statutes, redeem on any Redemption Date (as
hereinafter defined) all or some only of the
third dollar preference shares by giving to the
holders of the third dollar preference shares to
be redeemed not less than 30 days' nor more than
60 days' prior notice in writing (a "Notice of
Redemption") of the relevant Redemption Date.
"Redemption Date" meansg, in relation to any third
dollar preference share, any date which falls no
earlier than 5 years and one day after the date
of allotment of that third dollar preference
share.

There shall be paid on each third dollar
preference share so redeemed, in US dollars, the
aggregate of the nominal amount thereof, and any
premium paid on issue.

In the case of redemption of some only of the
third deollar preference shares in any series, the
Company shall for the purpose of determining the
particular third dollar preference shares to be
redeemed cause a drawing to be made at the Office
or such other place as the Directors may approve
in the presence of the Auditors for the time
being of the Company.

Any Notice of Redemption given under sub-

paragraph (b} (i) above shall specify the




{vi)

cplicable Redemption Date, the particular third
dcllar preference shares to be redezmed and the
redemption price and shall state the place or
places at which documents of title in respect of
uch third dellar preference shares are to be
presented and surrendered for redemption and
vayment of the redemption moneys is tc be
effected. Upon such Redemption Date, the Company
shall redeem the varticular third dollar
pvreference shares to be redeemed or that date
subject to the provisions of this paragraph and
of the Statutes. No defect in the Nctice of
Redemption or in zhe giving therecf shall affect
the validity of the redemption proceedings.

h

Payments in respect of the amount due on
redempticn of a third dollar preference share
shall be made by US dollar chegue drawn on a bank
in London or in the City of New York or upon the
request of the hoilder or joint holders not later
than the date specified for the purpose in the
Notice of Redemption by transfer to a US deollar
account maintained by the payee with a bank in
London or in the City of New York. Such payment
will be against presentation and surrender of the
relative share certificate at the place or one of
the places specified in the Notice of Redemption
and if any share certificate so surrendered
includes any third dollar preference shares not
to be redeemed on the relevant Redemption Date
the Company shall within 14 days thereafter issue
to the holder, free of charge, a fresh share
certificate in respect of such third dollar
preference shares.

All payments in respect of redemption moneys will
in all respects be subject to any applicable
fiscal or other laws.

As from the relevant Redemption Date the dividend
on the third dollar preference shares due for
redemption shall cease tc accrue except on any
such third dollar preference share in respect of
which, upon the due surrender of the share
certificate in respect thereof, in accordance
with sub-paragraph (b) (v) above, payment of the
redemption moneys due on such Redemption Date
shall be improperly withheld or refused, in which
case such dividend, at the rate then applicable,
shall be deemed to have continued and shall
accordingly continue to accrue for the relevant
Redemption Date to the date of payment of such
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redemption moneys. Such dollar preference share
shall not be treated as having been redeemed
until the redemption moneys in guestion together
with the accrued dividend thereon shall have been
paid.

(vii} If the due date for the payment of the redemption
moneys on any third dollar preference share is
not a day on which banks in London and in the
City of New York are open for business and on
which foreign exchange dealings may be conducted
in London and the City of New York (a "Dollar
Buginesg Day") then payment of such moneys will
be made on the next succeeding day which is a
Dollar Business Day and without any interest or
other payment in respect of such delay.

(viii} The receipt of the holder for the time being of
any third dollar preference share (or in the case
of joint holders the receipt of any one of them)
in respect of the moneys payable on redemption of
guch third dollar preference share shall
constitute an absolute discharge to the Company
in respect thereof.

(c} Upon the redemption or purchase of any third
dollar preference shares the Directors shall have
power to convert the authorised but unissued
third dollar preference shares existing as a
result of such redemption or purchase into shares
of any other class of share capital into which
the authorised share capital of the company is or
may be divided of the same nominal amount in US
dollars as the third dollar preference shares or
into unclassified shares of the same nominal
amount in US dollars as the third dollar
preference shares.

Purchase

(5) Subject to the provisions of the Statutes of the Company may
at any time purchase any third dollar preference shares (a)
in the market, (b) by tender (available alike to all holders
of the same class of third dollar preference shares) or (c¢)
by private treaty, in each case upon such terms as the
Directors shall determine.

Conscolidation and Division

(&) Pursuant to the authority given by the passing of the
resolution to adopt this paragraph of Article 3E, the
Directors may, at any time following purchase or
redemption thereof, consolidate and divide and/or sub-
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divide zny third dollar preference shares irto shares of a
iarger zxr smaller amount.

Further Preference Shares

(7)

The special rights attached to any particular third dollar
preferencze shares allotted or in issue shall not (unless
otherwise provided by their terms of issue} be deemed tc
be varisd by the creation or issue of any further shares
ranking as regards participation in profits and assets in
priorits to, pari passu with or after such third dellar
preference shares.

Witnhout trejudice to any special rights previously
conferrec on the holders of any shares or class of shares
for the Zime being issued {(which rights may be wvaried or
abrogated in the manner provided by Article 7) any share in
the Company may be issued with such preferred, deferred or
other special rights or such restrictions, whether in
regard tc dividend, voting, return of capital or otherwise,
ags the Cocmpany may from time to time by ordinary resoluticn
determine, or as the Directors may from time to time
determine pursuant to any power conferred on them by these
Articles: Provided that the special rights attached to any
shares or calls of shares shall not be varied ctherwise
than pursuant to these Articles.

Subject to the provisions of the Statutes, the Company may
purchase its own shares (including any redeemable shares)
and may issue shares which are to be redeemed or are liable
to be redeemed at the option of the Company or the holder.
Unless ctherwise provided by its terms of issue, the
rights attached to any preference share shall not be deemed
to be varied or abrogated by the purchase or redemption by
the Company of any of its shares ranking as regards
participation in the profits and assets of the Company pari
passu with or after that preference share.

If any class of shares shall have any preferential right to
dividend or return of capital, the conferring upon other
shares of rights to either dividend or return of capital
ranking in point of priority either before or pari passu
with that class shall (unless otherwise expressly provided
by the terms of issue of that class or by these Articles)
be deemed a variation of the rights of the holders of that
class of shares.

(1) Whenrnever the share capital is divided into different
classes of shares, the rights attached to any class
(uniess otherwise provided by the terms of issue of
the shares of that class) may, whether or not the
Company is being wound up, be varied or abrogated with
the written consent of the holders of three-fourths in
nominal value of the issued shares of that class or
with the sanction of an extraordinary resolution
passed at a separate general meeting of the holders of
the shares of the class. To any such separate general
meeting all the provisions of these Articles as to
general meetings of the Company shall mutatis mutandis
apply., but so that the necessary quorum shall be two
persons holding or representing by proxy not less than
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one-third of the issued shares of the class, that
every holder of shares of the class shall be entitled
on a poll (subject to the provisions as to votes set
out in paragraphs (2) and (3) of this Article) to one
vote for every such share held by him, that any holder
of shares of the class present or by proxy may demand
a poll and that at any meeting of such holders
adjourned through want of a quorum one holder present
in person or by proxy (whatever the number of shares
held by him) shall be a quorum and for the purposes of
this Article one holder present in person or by proxy
may constitute a meeting.

{2} Whenever the rights attached to any particular
sterling preference shares in issue differ from the
rights attached to any other sterling preference
shares in issue and:-

(a) some matter has arigen which would amount to a
variation or abrogation of the rights attached to all
those gterling preference shareg; and

{b} the effect of such variation or abrogation on all
those sterling preference shares is, in the opinion of
the Directors, substantially the same,

the rights attached to all those sterling preference shares
may be varied or abrogated by the written consent of the
holders of three fourths in nominal value ©of all those
sterling preference shares or with the sanction of an
extraordinary resolution passed at a separate general
meeting of the holders of all those sterling preference
shares. Whenever any such separate general meeting of the
holders of all those sterling preference shares is held
pursuant to this paragraph, the second sentence of
paragraph (1) of this Article shall apply to such meeting
as 1if all those sterling preference shares formed one
uniform class (but so that, if those sterling preference
shares have differing nominal values, each holder shall be
entitled on a poll to one vote for every £1 in nominal
amount of such sterling preference share capital held by
him) ;

{3} Whenever the rights attached to any particular dollar
preference shares in issue differ from the rights
attached to any other dollar preference shares in
issue and:-

(a) some matter hag arisen which would amount to a
variation or abrogation of the rights attached to all
those dollar preference shares; and

(b) the effect of such variation or abrogation on all
those dollar preference shares is, in the opinion o
the Directors, substantially the same; '

the rights attached to all those dollar preference shares
may be varied or abrogated by the written consent of the
holders of three fourths in nominal value of all those
dollar preference shares or with the sanction of an
extraordinary resolution passed at a separate general
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meezing < the holders of all those dollar preference
shares. Whenever any such separate general meeting of the
holders cf all those dollar preference shares is held
pursuant to this paragraph, the second sentence of
paragrapn (1) of this Article shall apply to such meeting
as if all those dollar preference shares formed one unifrrm
class (but so that, if those dollar preference shares shal.l
have differing nominal values, each holder shall be
ent:tled on a poll to one vote for every US$S1 in nominal
amcunt c¢I such dollar preference share capital held by

him

Shares

8.A

(3)

Subiect tc the provisions of the Statutes and any relevant
resoluticn of the Company, all shares from time to time
unissued shall be at the disposal of the directors and they
may offer, allot, grant options over or otherwise dispose
of them tc such persons, at such time and on such terms as
thev think proper.

Pursuant to and in accordance with section 80 cf the
Companies Act 1985 ("the 1985 Act") the directors shall be
generally authorised to exercise during the prescribed
perzod a.l the powers of the Company to allot relevant
securities up to an aggregate nominal amount equal to the
prescribed amount.

Pursuant to and within the terms of the said authority and
in accordance with section 95 of the 1985 Act the directors
shall be empowered

(a) during the special prescribed period to allot wholl
for cash equity securities not exceeding in nominal
amount the limit stated in sub-paragraph (3) below;
and

(b) during the five years following the beginning of the
special prescribed period to allot wholly for cash
equity securities in connection with a rights issue

as if section 89 (1) of the 1985 Act did not apply to any
such allctment.

The aggregate nominal amount of equity securities allotted
wholly fcr cash during each special prescribed period
pursuant to the power in sub-paragraph 2 (a) above shall
not exceed 5% of the issued ordinary share capital of the
Company as shown in its audited accounts published most
recently before the beginning of that period.

The said authority and the said power shall allow the
Company before the expiry of a prescribed period or, as the
case may be, a special prescribed period to make an offer
or agreement which would or might require the allotment of
relevant securities or, as the case may be, equity
securities after such expiry and the directors may,
notwithstanding such expiry, allot relevant securities or,
as the case may be, equity securities in pursuance of such
offer or agreement.




(5)

10.

11.
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For the purposes of this paragraph (B):-

{a) "prescribed period" means in the first instance the
period expiring five years after the date of the
adoption of this Article and shall include any other
period (not exceeding five years on any occasion) for
which the authority conferred by sub-paragraph (1)
above ig renewed or extended by ordinary resolution
stating the pregcribed amount for such period;

(b) "special prescribed period" means in the first
instance the period from the date of adoption of this
Article to the conclusion of the annual general
meeting in 1989 (or 28 July 1989, if earlier) and
shall include any other period (not exceeding fifteen
months on any occasion) for which the power conferred
by sub-paragraph (2) above is renewed by sgpecial
regsolution;

{c) "prescribed amount" shall for the first prescribed
period be 182,208,794 and for any other prescribed
pericd shall be the amount stated in the relevant
ordinary resolution;

{d) "rights issue® means an offer of securities open for
acceptance for a period fixed by the directors to
holders of relevant shares and relevant employee
shares in proportion (as nearly as may be) to their
holdings of such shares (or, in the case of securities
convertible into shares, to the holding of shares
which would fall to be allotted upon exercise in fulil
of conversion rights) but subject to such exclusions
or other arrangements as the directors may deem
necessary or expedient to deal with fractional
entitlements that would otherwise arise or with legal
or practical problems under the lawg of, or the
requirements of any recognised regulatory body or any
stock exchange in, any territory;

(e) words and expressions defined in the 1985 Act shall
bear the same meanings.

The directors shall, as regards any offer or allotment of
shares, comply with such of the provisions of the Statutes
as may be applicable thereto and in particular shall comply
with the Statutes as to the minimum subscription on which
the Company may proceed to an allotment of its shares.

The Company may exercise the powers of paying commissions
conferred by the Statutes. The Company may also on any
issue of shares pay such brokerage as may be lawful.

Except as required by law, no person shall be recognised by
the Company as holding any share upon any trust and the
Company shall not be bound by or be compelled in any way to
recognise (even when having notice thereof) any equitable,
contingent, future or partial interest in any share or
(except as provided by these Articles) any interest in any
fractional part of a share, or any other rights in respect
of any share except an absolute right to the entirety
thereof in the registered holder.
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12.

—
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Company shall not be bound to register more than four
ons z8 the joint holders of any share (except in the
of executors cr trustees of a deceased Member).

0

oD

Hh 0

12A. Tne Company may issue share warrants to bearer in respect
of any fully paid shares in the Company, stating that the
bearer of a warrant is entitled to the shares represented
tnereby, and the Company may provide by coupons or
otnerwise for the payment of any future dividends on the
shares sc represented. Such powers shall be vested in the
Directors who may determine and from time to time vary the
conditions upon which warrants shall be issued. Without
prejudice to the generality of the foregoing, the Directors
may determine the conditions upon which any warrant or
couron snhall be replaced, but so that, in the case of the
loss of a warrant or coupon, no replacement warrant or
ccupon snall be issued unless the Directors are satisfied
beyond reascnable doubt that the original has been
deszroyed. The Directors may alsoc determine the conditions
upcnl which the holder of a warrant shall be entitled to
receive notice of, and to attend and vote at, general
meetings of the Company and to join in requisitioning
general meetings, and upon which a warrant may be
surrendered and the name of the holder entered in the
Register in respect of the shares represented thereby.
Subject to such conditions and to these presents, the
heolder ¢ a warrant shall be deemed to be a member for all
purposes. The holder of a warrant shall hold the same
subject to the conditions for the time being in force in
regard tc warrants for shares cof the same class to which
the warrant relates and whether such conditions are
determined upon by the Directors before or after the issue
of such warrant.

Share Certificates

13(1) Subject to Section 1 of the Stock Exchange (Completion of
Bargains' Act 1976, every Member shall be entitled to receive
one certificate in respect of each class of shares held by him
for all his shares of that c¢lass without charge or several
certificates each for one or more of his shares of that class
upon payment of such sum, 1f any, as the directors shall from
time to time determine for every certificate after the first:
Provided always that the Company shall not be bound tc issue
more than one certificate in respect of a share held jointly by
several persons and delivery thereof to one of several joint
holders shall be sufficient delivery to all such holders.
Delivery of a certificate to the broker or agent acting in
regard to the purchase or transfer of shares to which it relates
shall be sufficient delivery to the purchaser or, as the case
may be, the transferee.

{(2) A Member who has sold or transferred part of his
shares comprised in a share certificate shall be
entitled to receive without charge a certificate
comprising the shares not sold or transferred.
Delivery of such certificate to the broker or agent
acting in regard to such sale or transfer shall be
sufficient delivery to the Member.



14.

15.

Lien

16.

17.

18.

19.
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Every certificate for shares (other than letters of
allotment or scrip cerxtificates) shall be under the Seal or
the securities Seal. Every certificate for shares shali
specify the number and class of shares to which it relates
and the amount paid up thereon.

If a share certificate be defaced, worn out, lost or
destroyed, it shall be renewed without charge upon delivery
up of the old certificate or if it is alleged to have been
lost upon such evidence of loss, indemnity and payment of
expenses ag the Company may require.

The Company shall have a first and paramount lien and
charge on every share (not being a fully paid share) for
all moneys, whether presently payable or not, called or
payable at a fixed time in respect of such share; and the
Company shall also have a first and paramount lien and
charge on every share (not being a fully paid share)
standing registered in the name of each Member (whether
solely or jointly with others) for all the debts,
liabilities and engagements of such Member or his estate to
the Company, whether the same shall have been incurred or
entered into before or after notice to the Company of any
equitable or other interest of any person other than such
Member and whether the period for the payment or discharge
of the same shall have actually arrived or neot, and
notwithstanding that the same are joint debts or
liabilities or engagements of such Member or his estate and
any other person, whether a Member or not. The Company's
lien, if any, on a share shall extend to all dividends
payable thereon. The Directors may at any time declare any
share to be wholly or in part exempt from the provisions of
this Article. Unless otherwise agreed with the transferee,
the registration of a transfer of a share shall operate as
a waiver of the Company's lien, if any, on such share.

The Company may sell, in such manner as the Directors think
fit, any share on which the Company has a lien, but nc sale
shall be made unless some amount in respect of which the
lien exists 1i1s presently payable and until a notice in
writing, stating and demanding payment of such amount, has
been given to the registered holder for the time being of
the share, or the persons, if any, entitled thereto by
transmission and default in payment shall have been made by
him or them for fourteen days after the service of such
notice.

To give effect to any such sale the Directors may authorise
some person to transfer the share scld to the purchaser
thereof. The purchaser shall be registered as the holder
of every share comprised in any such transfer, and he shall
not be bound to see to the application of the purchase
money, nor shall his title to such share be affected by any
irregularity or invalidity in the proceedings in reference
to the sale.

The net proceeds of the sale shall be received by the
Company and applied in payment of such part of the amount
in respect of which the lien exists as is presently payable
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and the residue, if any, shall (subject to a like lien for
sums not presentiy payable as existed upon the share before
the sale be paid o the person entitled to the shars at
tne date of the sale.

Calls On Shares

20.

21.

22.

23.

24,

25.

The Directors may from time to time make calls upon the
Members in respect of any moneys unpaid on their shares
{whether on account of the nominal value of the shares or
by way c¢I premium) and not by the conditions of allotment
therecf made pavable at fixed times, provided that no call
shail be payable at less than two months from the date
fixed fcr the payment of the last preceding call; and each
Member shkall (subject to his having been given at least
fourteen days' notice specifying the time or times and
place of payment) pay to the Company at the time or times
and place sc specified the amount called on his shares. A
cal_ may be made payable by instalments. A call may be
revoked or postponed as the Directorsgs may determine. A
call sha.l be deemed to have been made at the time when the
resolution of the Directors authorising the call was
passed.

The jeoint helders of a share shall be jointly and severally
liable tc pay all calls in respect thereof.

If a sum called in respect of a share or an instalment
thereof Is not paid before or on the day appointed for
payment thereof, the person from whom the sum is due shall
pay interest on the sum from the day appointed for payment
thereof tc the time of actual payment at such rate as the
Directecrs may determine, but the Directors shall be at
liberty to waive payment of such interest wholly or in
part.

Any sum which by the terms of issue of a share becomes
pavable ¢cn allotment or at any prescribed time, whether on
account cf the nominal value of the share or by way of
premium, shall for the purposes of these Articles be deemed
to be a call duly made and payable at the time when by the
terms cf issue the same becomes payable and, in cage of
non-payment, all the relevant provisions of these Articles
as to payment of interest and expenses and as to forfeiture
or otherwise shall apply as 1if such sum had become payable
by wvirtue of a call duly made and notified.

The Directors may, on the issue of sharesg, differentiate
between the hclders as to the amount of calls to be paid
and the times of payment, except as between holders of
shares of the same class.

The Directors may, if they think fit, receive from any
Member willing to advance the same all or any part of the
morneys uncalled and unpaid upon any shares held by him and,
upon all or any of the moneys so advanced, may {until the
same would, but for such advance, become payable) pay
interest at such rate as may be agreed upon between the
Directors and the Member paying such sum in advance.

Except in a liquidaticon, sums paid in advance of calls
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shall not, until the same would but for such advance have
become payable, be treated as paid up on the shares in
regpect of which they have been paid.

Transfer of Shares

26.(1) Any Member may, without payment of any fee, transfex
all or any of his shares by instrument in writing in
the usual common form or any other form which the
Directors may approve, executed by or on behalf of the
transferor and, in the case of a transfer of a share
not fully paid, by or on behalf of the transferee.

(2) Any authority to sign an instrument of transfer
granted by a Member for the purpose of transferring
shareg which may be lodged, produced or exhibited with
or to the Company at the Transfer Office shall, as
between the Company and the grantor of such authority,
be taken and deemed to continue and remain in full
force and effect and the Company may allow the same to
be acted upon until such time as express notice in
writing of the revocation of the same shall have been
given and lodged at the Transfer Office at which the
authority was lodged, produced or exhibited. Even
after the giving and lodging of such notice, the
Company shall be entitled to give effect to any
instrument signed under the authority to sign and
certified by any officer of the Company as being in
order before the giving and lodging of such notice.
The Company shall not be bound to allow the exercise
of any act or matter by an agent for a Member, unless
a duly certified copy of such agent's authority be
deposited at the Transfer Office.

27. The transferor shall be deemed to remain the holder of a
share until the name of the transferee is entered in the
register of Members in respect thereof.

28. (1) Subject to Article 66 and the reguirements of the
London Stock Exchange, the Directors may, in their
absolute discretion and without giving a reason,
refuse to register the transfer of a share which is
not fully paid or the transfer of a share on which the
Company has a lien. If that share has been admitted
to the Official List of the London Stock Exchange, the
board may not refuse to register the transfer if this
would prevent dealings in the share from taking place
on an open and proper basis.

(2) Subject to Article 66 and the requirements of the
London Stock Exchange, the Directors may also, in
their absolute discretion and without giving a reason,
refuse to register the transfer of a share or
renunciation of a renounceable letter of allotment
unless all of the following conditions are satisfied:

{i) it is in respect of only one class of shares:

(ii) it is in favour of a single transferee or
renouncee or not more than four joint
transferees or renounceesg;
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(iiz it is duly stamped (if required); and

(i~ it is delivered for registratiorn to the office
or such other place as the board may decide,
accompanied by the certificate for the shares
to which it relates (except in the case of a
transfer by a recognised person where a
certificate has not been issued, or in the case
cf a renunciation} and such other evidence as
the Directors may reasonably require to prove
the title of the transferor or person
renouncing and the due execution by him of the
transfer or renunciation or, if the transfer or
renunciation is executed by some other person
on his behalf, the authority of that person to
de so.

29. 1If the Directors refuse to register a transfer they shall,
within twc months after the date on which the transfer was
lodged with the Company, send to the transferee ncotice of
the refusal.

30. All instruments of transfer which shall be registered may
be retained by the Company. Any instrument of transfer
which the Directors may decline to register shall be
returned to the person depositing it, unless the Directors
suspect fraud.

31. The registration of transfers may be suspended at such
times and for such periods as the Directors may from time
to time cdetermine, provided always that such registration
shall not be suspended for more than thirty days in any

year.

Transmission of Shares

32. In the case of the death of a Member, the survivor or
survivors where the deceased was a joint holder, and the
legal personal representatives of the deceased where he was
a sole holder, shall be the only persons recognised by the
Company as having any title to his shares; but nothing
herein contained shall release the estate ¢of a deceased
holder (whether sole or joint) from any liability in
respect of any share which had been solely or jointly held

by him.

33.(1) Any perscon becoming entitled to a share in consequence
of the death or bankruptcy of a Member may, upon such
evidence being produced as may from time to time be
required by the Directors, and subject as hereinafter
provided, elect either to be registered himself as
holder of the share or to have some person nominated
by him registered as the holder thereof.

(2) If the person so becoming entitled shall elect to be
registered himself, he shall give to the Company a
notice in writing signed by him stating that he so
elects. If he shall elect to have another person
registered, he shall testify his election by executing
to that person a transfer of the share. All the
limitations, restrictions and provisions of these
Articles relating to the right to transfer and the
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registration of transfers of shares shall be
applicable to any such notice or transfer as aforesaid
ag if the death or bankruptcy of the Member had not
occurred and the notice or transfer were a transfer
signed by that Member.

34. A person becoming entitled to a share by reason of the
death or bankruptcy of the holder shall be entitled to, and
may give a discharge for, any dividends and other
advantages to which he would be entitled if he were the
registered holder of the share, except that he shall not,
before being registered as a Member in respect of the
share, be entitled in regpect of it to exercise any right
conferred by membership in relation to meetings of the
Company.

Forfeiture of Shares

35.(1)

If a Member fails to pay the whole or any part of any
call or instalment of a call on or before the day
appointed for payment thereof, the Directors may, at
any time thereafter during such time as any part of
the call or instalment remains unpaid, serve a notice
on him requiring payment of so much of the call or
instalment as is unpaid, together with any interest
and expenses which may have accrued by reason of such
non-payment.

The notice shall name a further day (not earlier than
the expiration of fourteen days from the date of
sexvice of the notice) on or before which the payment
required by the notice is to be made. It shall also
name the place where payment is to be made and shall
state that, in the event of non-payment at or before
the time appointed, the shares in respect of which the
payment was due will be liable to be forfeited.

36. If the requirements of any such notice as aforesaid are not
complied with, any share in respect of which the notice has
been given may at any time thereafter, before the payment
required by the notice has been made, be forfeited by a
resolution of the Directors to that effect.

37. A forfeiture of a share shall include all dividends in
respect of the share not actually paid before the
forfeiture, notwithstanding that they shall have been
declared.

38.(1)

(2)

A forfeited share may be sold, re-allotted or
otherwise disposed of on such terms and in such manner
as the Directors think fit and, at any time before a
sale, re-allotment or other disposition, the
forfeiture may be cancelled on such terms as the
Directors think fit.

The Company may receive the consideration, i1f any,
given for the share on any sale or disposition thereof
and, to give effect to any such sale or disposition,
the Directors may authorise some person to execute a
transfer of the share in favour of the person to whom
the share is sold or disposed of and the transferee
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sha.. thereupon be registered as the holder of the
share and shall not be bound to see to the application
of e purchase money, if any, nor shall his title to
the share be affected by any irregularity or
invalidity in the proceedings in reference to the
forZeiture, sale or disposal of the share.

3%. A person whose share has been forfeited shall cease to be a
Member i respect of the forfeited share but shall,
notwithstanding, remain liable to pay to the Company all
moneys wiich were, at the date of forfeiture, payable by
him to tne Company in respect of the share with interest
thereon at such rate as the Directors shall think fit from
the date of forfeiture until payment: Provided always
that the Directors shall be at liberty to waive such
payment sither wholly or in part.

40. (1) Notice of any forfeiture shall be given to the holder
of -“he share forfeited or, as the case may be, to the
person entitled by transmission to the share
forfeited. An entry of the forfeiture, with the date
thereof, shall be made in the register of Members
oppcsite to the share. No forfeiture shall be in any
manrer invalidated by any omission or neglect to give
sucn notice or to make such entry as aforesaid.

{2} A statutory declaration in writing that the declarant
is a Director or the Secretary of the Company and that
a share in the Company has been duly forfeited on a
date stated in the declaration shall be conclusive
evidence of the facts therein stated as against all
persons claiming to be entitled to the share.

41. The Directors may accept the surrender of any share which
they are in a position to forfeit. The same conseguences
shaill flow from the surrender of such share as if such
share had been effectively forfeited by the Directors: in
particular any share so surrendered may be disposed of in
the same manner as a forfeited share.

Conversion of Shareg into Stock

42. The Company may by ordinary resolution convert any paid up
shares into stock and reconvert any stock into paid up
shares of any denomination.

43. The holders of stock may transfer the same, or any part
therecf, in the same manner, and subject to the same
regulaticns, as and subject to which the stock, if existing
as shares, might have been transferred, or as near thereto
as circumstances admit.

44, Stock may only be transferred in minimum units, or
multiples of minimum units, of such amount as the Directors
shall from time to time determine, but so that the amount
of a minimum unit shall not exceed the nominal amount of
the individual shares from which the stock arose.

45, The holders of stock shall, according to the amount of
stock held by them, have the same rights, privileges and
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advantages as regards dividends, voting at meetings of the
Company and other matters as if the stock held by them
existed as shares, but nc such privilege or advantage
(except participation in the dividends and profits of the
Company and in the assets on winding up} shall be conferred
by an amount of stock which would not, if existing in
shares, have conferred that privilege or advantage.

Unless otherwise expressly provided, such of these Articles
as are applicable to paid up shares shall apply to stock
and the words "share" and "shareholder" therein shall
include "stock" and "stockholder".

Alteration of Capital

47.

48,

49.

(A)

(C)

50.

The Company may from time to time by ordinary resolution
increase the share capital by such sum, to be divided into
shares of such amount and with such rights and privileges
annexed thereto as the resolution shall prescribe.

Except so far as otherwise provided by or pursuant to these
Articles or by the conditions of issue, any new share
capital shall be considered as part of, and shall be
subject to the same provisions with reference to the
payment of calls, lien, transfer, transmission, forfeiture
and otherwise asg, the existing share capital.

The Company may by ordinary resolution:-

consolidate and divide all or any of its share capital into
shares of larger amount than its existing shares;

sub-divide its existing shares, or any of them, into shares
of smaller amount than is fixed by its Memorandum of
Association and so that, as between the resulting shares,
one or more of such shares may, by the resolution effecting
such sub-division, be given any preferential rights,
privileges and advantages as regards dividends, voting at
meetings of the Company and otherwise over the others or
any other of such shares;

cancel any shares which, at the date of the passing of the
resolution, have not been taken or agreed to be taken by
any person and diminish the amount of its share capital by
the amount of the shares so cancelled.

The Company may by special resolution reduce its share
capital, any capital redemption reserve fund or any share
premium account in any manner authorised by law, but with
and subject to any incident authorised or consent required
by law. Unless otherwise provided by its terms of issue,
the rights attached to any preference share shall not be
deemed to be varied or abrogated by a reduction of any
share capital ranking as regards participation in the
profits and assets of the Company pari passu with or after
that preference share.

General Meetings

51.

The Company shall in each year hold a general meeting as
its annual general meeting in addition to any other
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ings in that yesr. Not more than fifteen months shall
se between the date of one annual general meeting and
tnzt of the next.

LS

A__ general meetings other than annual general meetings
srnazll be called extraovrdinary general meetings.

Tne Directors may, whenever they think fit, convene an
extracorcinary general meeting and extraordinary general
mes=tings shall also be convened on such requisition or, in
deZault, may be convened by such requisitionists as
prcvided by the Statutes. If at any time there are not
within the United Kingdom sufficient Directors capable of
acting tc form a quorum at a meeting of Directors, any
Director within the United Kingdom or any two Members may
convene an extraordinary general meeting in the same manner
as nearly as possible as that in which meetings may be
convened by the Directors.

The time and place of any meeting shall be determined by
the conveners of the meeting.
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Notice of General Meetings

55. (1) An annual general meeting and a meeting convened for
the passing of a special resolution shall be convened
by twenty- one days' notice in writing at the least.
Any other meeting of the Company shall be convened by
fourteen days' notice in writing at the least.

(2) The notice shall be exclusive of the day on which it
is served or deemed to be served and of the day for
which it is given, shall specify the place, the day
and the hour of meeting and, in case of special
business, the general nature of that business.

(3) The notice convening an annual general meeting shall
specify the meeting as such.

(4) The notice convening a meeting to consider a special
or extraordinary regolution shall specify the
intention to propose the resolution as a special or,
as the case may be, extraordinary resolution.

{5) In every notice convening a meeting, there shall
: appear with reasonable prominence a statement that a
Member entitled to attend and vote is entitled to
appoint one or more proxies to attend and, on a poll,
to wvote instead of him and that a proxy need not be a
Member.

56. (1) Notice of every general meeting shall be given in any
manner authorised by these Articles to:-

(&) every Member holding shares conferring the right to
attend and vote at the meeting who at the time of the
convening of the meeting shall have paid all calls or
other sums presently payable by him in respect of
shares in the Company.

(B} the Directors; and

(Cy the Auditors.

(2) No other person shall be entitled to receive notice of
general meetings.

(3) The accidental omission to give notice of a meeting
to, or the non-receipt of notice of a meeting by, any
person entitled to receive notice shall not invalidate
the proceedings at that meeting.

Proceedings at General Meetings

57. All business shall be deemed special that is transacted at
an extraordinary general meeting, and also all that is
transacted at an annual general meeting, with the exception
of the declaration of dividends, the consideration of the
accounts, balance sheets, and the reports of the Directors
and Auditors, the appointment of Directors in the place of
those retiring, the appointment of Auditors and the fixing
of, or the determination of the manner of the fixing of,
the remuneration of the Auditors.
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60.

61.

(A)
(B)

(C)
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Three Memcers personally present and entitled -o vote
at such mesting shall be a guorum for a general
meeting. Nz business shall be transacted at any
ger.eral mesting unless the reguisite quorum be present
at the commencement of the business.

If within nalf an hour from the time appointed for the
meeIlng a guorum is not present, the meeting, if
corrvened upon the reguisition of Members, shall be
disseclved; in any other case, it shall stand adjourned
to the same day in the next week, at the same time and
place or to such other day and at such other time and
place as the chairman of the meeting may determine
and, if at the adjourned meeting, a quorum is not
present within fifteen minutes from the time appointed
for the meeting the Members present and entitled to
vote at such meeting shall be a quorum.

The Chairman, 1if any, of the Board of Directors shall
preside as chairman at every general meeting of the Company
or, if there is nc such Chairman or if he shall not be
present within fifteen minutes after the time appocinted for
the holding of the meeting or is unwilling or unable to
act, the senior or Deputy Chairman present and willing to
act or, 1f there is no such Deputy Chairman, then the
senicr ¢ the Vice-Chairmen present and willing to act,
shall preside; and, in default, the Directors present shall
elect one of their number to be chairman of the meeting.

If at any meeting no Director is willing to act as Chairman
or 1f no Director 1s present within fifteen minutes after
the time appointed for holding the meeting, the Members
present and entitled to vote at such meeting shall choose
one of trheir number to be chairman of the meeting.

The chairman of the meeting may, with the consent of any
meeting at which a quorum is present, and shall, if so
directed by the meeting, adjourn the meeting from time to
time and from place tc place, but no business shall be
transacted at any adjourned meeting other than the business
left unfinished at the meeting from which the adjournment
took place. When a meeting is adjourned for thirty days or
more, notice of the adjourned meeting shall be given as in
the case cof an original meeting. Save as aforesaid it
shall not be necessary to give any notice of an adjournment
or of the business to be transacted at an adjourned

meeting.

At any general meeting, a rescolution put to the vote of the
meeting shall be decided on a show of hands, unless before,
or on the declaration of the result of, the show of hands a
poll is demanded: -

by the chairman of the meeting; or

by at least five Members entitled to vote at such meeting
present 1in person or by proxy; or

by one or more Members entitled to vote at such meeting
present in person or by proxy and holding not less than
one-tenth of the total voting rights of all the Members
entitled to vote at the meeting; or
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by one or more Members present in person or by proxy and
holding shares in the Company conferring a right to vote at
the meeting on which an aggregate sum has been paid up
equal to not less than one-tenth of the total sum paid up
cn all the shares conferring that right.

A demand for a poll may be withdrawn. A declaration by the
chairman of the meeting that a resolution hasg on a show of
hands or on a poll been carried or carried unanimously, or
by a particular majority, or lost or not carried by a
particular majority and an entry to that effect in the book
containing the minutes of the proceedings of the Company
shall be conclusive evidence of the fact without proof of
the number or proportion of the votes recorded in favour of
or against such resolution.

If at any general meeting any voteg shall be counted which
ought not to have been counted or might have been rejected,
the error shall not vitiate the result of the voting unless
it be pointed out at the same meeting and not in that case
unless it shall, in the opinion of the chairman of the
meeting, be of sufficient magnitude to vitiate the result
of the voting.

A poll demanded on the election of a chairman of the
meeting or on a guestion of adjournment shall be taken
forthwith. A poll demanded on any other question shall be
taken in such manner and at such time and place as the
chairman of the meeting directs and the result of the poll
shall be deemed to be the resolution of the meeting at
which the poll was demanded. Any business, other than that
upon which a poll has been demanded, may be proceeded with
pending the taking of the poll.

In the case of an equality of votes, whether on a show of
hands or on a poll, the chairman of the meeting at which
the show of hands takes place or at which the poll is
demanded shall be entitled to a casting vote in addition to
the vote or votes to which he may be entitled as a Member.

Votes of Members

65.

Subject to any special rights or restrictions attached to
any class of shares and to the provisions of the next
succeeding Article, on a show of hands every Member present
in person shall have one vote and, on a poll, every Member
present in person or by proxy shall have one vote for every
share held by him: Provided always that no Member shall be
entitled to vote at any general meeting or adjournment
thereof in respect of any share that he has acquired by
transfer unless he shall be registered as the holder
thereof on the Record Date for that general meeting.

66. (A) No Member shall, unless the Directors otherwise

determine, be entitled in respect of any share held by
that Member to vote at any general meeting either
personally or by proxy or at any separate meeting of
the holders of any class of shares or to exercise any
other right conferred by membership in relation to any
such meeting if any call or other sum presently
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paracle -7 thne Member in respect of tha:t share remains
ungaid.

If any Memker, or any other person appearing tc te
interested in any shares in the Company held by that
Member, =as bkeen duly served with a notice (a "Section 212
Notice" wunder Section 212 of the Companies Act 1985 ("the
Act") anz is In default for the prescribed period in
supplyirz tc the Company the information thereby required,
then at any time thereafter the Directors may at their
absolute discretion by notice to such Member (a "direction
notice", direcz:-

{1}  thazt in respect of shares in relaticn to which the
defzult occurred {("default shares", which expression
sha.Z include any further shares issued after the date
of the Section 212 Notice in right of the
first-mentioned shares) such Member shall not be
entitled toc vote at any general meeting either
perscnally or by proxy or at any separate meeting of
the holders of any class of shares or to exercise any
other rights conferred by membership in relation to
any such meeting; and/or

(1ii} 1f crhe default shares represent, at the date of the
directicon notice, 0.25 per cent or more of the issued
shares of the relevant class of shares in the Company,
thaz:-

(a) any dividend {(or part thereof) or other moneys which
would otherwise be payable on such shares shall be
retained by the Company until such time as the
direction ceases to have effect {without any liabkilicy
on the part of the Company to pay interest thereon)
and that prior to such time the acceptance of an offer
made by the Company under Article 114A in respect of

any such dividend shall be of no effect; and/or

{b) no transfer, other than an approved transfer, of any
of the default shares shall be registered.

The Company shall send a copy of the direction notice to
each other person appearing to be interested in the
relevant default shares, the address of whom has bkeen
notified to the Company, but the failure or omission by the
Company tc do so shall not invalidate such notice.

Any direction notice shall have effect in relation to
default shares in accordance with its terms but shall cac-e
to have effect:-

(i} on the expiry of five business days after the Company
has received in writing all information required in
respect of those default shares by every Section 212
Notice served on the holder thereof and each other
person appearing to be interested in such shares; or

(ii) if such shares are transferred by means of an approved
transfer; or

{iii) 1if and to the extent that the Directors so determine.
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Where any person appearing to be interested in any shares
has been served with a Section 212 Notice and such shares
are held by a recognised depositary, the provisions of this
Article shall be deemed to apply only to those shares held
by the recognised depositary in which such person appears
to be interested and references to default shares shall be
construed accordingly.

Where the Member on whom a Section 212 Notice has been
served is a recognised depositary, the obligations of the
recognised depositary acting in its capacity as such shall
be limited to disclosing to the Company such information
relating to any person appearing to be interested in the
shares held by it as has been recorded by the recognised
depositary pursuant to the arrangements entered into by the
Company or approved by the Directors pursuant to which it
was appointed as a recognised depositary.

For the purpose of this Article:-

(i) a person shall be treated as appearing to be
interested in any shares if the Member holding such
shares has given to the Company a notification under
Section 212 of the Act which names such person as
being so interested or if the Company {(after taking
into account the said notification and any other
notification under the Act or any relevant information
otherwise available to the Company) knows or has
reasonable cause to believe that the person in
guestion is, or may be, interested in the shares, and
references in this Article to persons interested in
shares and to interests in shares shall be construed
in accordance with Section 212 (5) of the Act;

(ii) the prescribed period in respect of any shares is 28
days from the date of service of the Section 212
Notice in respect thereof, except where the shares to
which such notice relates represent, at the date of
the notice, 0.25 per cent. or more of the issued
shares of the relevant class of shares in the Company
in which case such period shall be 14 days;

(iii) a transfer is an approved transfer if (but only if):-

(a) the transfer results from a sale made through a
recognised investment exchange (as defined by
the Financial Services Act 1986) or any stock
exchange outside the United Kingdom on which
the Company's shares (or rights in respect of
those shares) are normally traded; or

(b) it is a transfer of shares to an offeror by way
of acceptance of or in pursuance of a take-over
offer (within the meaning of Section 14 of the
Company Securities (Insider Dealing) Act 1985)
for the Company; or;

(c) the Directors are satisfied that the transfer
is made pursuant to a sale to a party who, in
the opinion of the Directors, is not connected
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with the holder thereof or with any cther
verson appearing to be interested in such
shares prior co such transfer (ceing a party
which itself 1s

not the holder of any shares in the Company in
respect of which a direction notice is then in
force or a person appearing to be interested in
any such shares) and the Directors do not have
reascnable grcunds to believe that the
transferor or any other person appearing to be
interested in such first-mentioned shares will
tollowing suchk transfer have any interest in
such shares;

iv]) a recognised depositary is a custodian or other person
aprcinted under arrancements entered intc with the
Corpany or otherwise approved by the Directors whereby
suc custodian or cother person holds or is interested,
directly or indirectly through a nominee, in shares of
the Company or rights or interests in respect thereof
and issues securities or other documents of t£itle, or
maintains accounts, evidencing or recording the
entzclement of the holders thereof, or account
helders, to or to receive such shares, rights or
interests, provided ard to the extent that such
arrangements have been approved by the Directcrs for
the purposes of this Article and shall include, where
sc zpproved by the Directors, the trustees {(acting in
their capacity as such) of any employees' share scheme
estzblished by the Company;

(vl a reference tc a perscn being in default in supplying
to the Ccmpany the information required by a Section
212 Notice includes a reference to his having failed
or refused to give all or any part of it and also
inciudes a reference to his having given information
which he knows to be false in a material respect or
having recklessly given information which is false in
a material respect.

None of the provisions contained in this Article shall in
any way -~imit or restrict the rights of the Company under
Sections 212 and 216 of the Act or any order made by the
court under Section 216 of the Act nor shall any sanction
imposed by the Directors pursuant to this Article cease to
have effect, otherwise than as provided in this Article,
unless it is so ordered by the court.

If there are joint registered holders of any share, any one
of such persons may vete at any meeting, either perscnally
or by proxy, in respect of such shares as if he were solely
entitled thereto but, if more than one of such joint
holders be present at any meeting personally or by proxy,
that one of the said persons so present whose name stands
first on the register of Members in respect of such share
shall alone be entitled to vote in respect thereof.

Any corporaticon which is a Member may, by resolution of its
directors or other governing body, authorise such person as
it thinks fit to act as its representative at any meeting

of the Company or of any class of Members and the person so
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authorised shall be entitled to exercise the same powers on
behalf of the corporation which he represents as that
corporation could exercise if it were an individual Member.

Any Member who is a patient for the purpose cf any statute
relating to mental health or in respect of whom an order
has been made by any Court having jurisdiction for the
protection or management of the affairs of persons
incapable of managing and administering their property and
affairs may vote by his receiver or other person authorised
te act on hig behalf and such person may give his vote by
proxy on a poll; but no person claiming to vote pursuant to
this Article shall do so unless such evidence as the
Directors may require of his authority shall have been
depogited at the Transfer Office or at the place specified
in the notice convening the meeting for the deposit of
proxies not legs than forty-eight hours before the time for
holding the meeting at which he wishes to vote.

On a poll, votes may be given either personally or by
proxy. A proxy need not be a Member.

An instrument appointing a proxy sghall be in any usual or
common form or in any other form which the Directors shall
approve. An instrument appointing a proxy shall, unless
the contrary is stated therein, be valid as well for any
adjournment of the meeting ag for the meeting to which it
relates.

The instrument appointing a proxy shall be in writing under
the hand of the appointor or of his attorney duly
authorised in writing or, if the appointor is a
corporation, either under seal or under the hand of a duly
authoriged officer or attorney of such corporation. An
instrument appointing a proxy need not be witnessed.

The instrument appointing a proxy and the power of attorney
or other authority, if any, under which it is signed, or a
notarially certified copy of that power of authority, shall
be deposited at such place within the United Kingdom as is
specified for that purpose in the notice convening the
meeting or, if no such place is specified, at the Transfer
Qffice not less than forty-eight hours before the time for
holding the meeting or adjourned meeting at which the
person named in the instrument proposes to vote or, in the
case of a poll, not legs than twenty-£four hours before the
time appointed for the taking of the poll and, in default,
the instrument of proxy shall not be treated as valid. No
instrument appointing a proxy shall be valid after the
expiration of twelve months from the date of its execution,

The instrument appointing a proxy shall be deemed to confer
authority to demand or join in demanding a poll and
generally to act at the meeting for the Member giving the
proxy, but no proxy may speak at any meeting otherwise than
for the purpose of demanding or concurring in the demand
for a poll.

A vote given in accordance with the terms of an instrument
of proxy shall be treated as valid, notwithstanding the
previous death or incapacity of the principal or revocation
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of the troxy or of the autrority under which -“he proxy was
executeZ zr the transfer oI the share in respect of which
the vcte s given; Provided that no intimation in writing
of such z=ath, incapacity, revocation or transfer as
afcresaii shall have been received by the Company at the
Transfer Zffice or at the vlace specified in the notice of
meeting Icr the deposit of proxies before the commencemant
of the m=sting or adjourned meeting at which the proxy is
used.

Directors

76 .

77.

78.

79.

80(1)

Unless znd until otherwise determined by the Company by
ordinary resolution, the number of the Directors shall not
be less than seven or such other number as the Company by
ordinary resclution shall determine.

The Directors shall be entitled to such remuneration as
shall from time to time be determined by the Company in
general meeting and such remuneration shall, subject to any
special directions of the Company in general meeting, be
divided among the Directors as they may by resolution
determinse or, failing such determination, equally except
that, ir such latter event, any Director holding office for
less than a year shall only rank in such division in
proportion to the periocd during which he has held office
during such year.

If any Director being willing shall be called upon to
perform services which in the opinion of the Directors are
outside the scope ©¢f the ordinary duties of a Director or
to make any special exerticns in going or residing abroad,
the Compary may remunerate, as may be determined by the
Directecrs, the Director so doing and such remuneration may
be either in addition to or in substitution for his share
in the remuneration above provided.

Each Director shall be entitled to be reimbursed any
reasonable out-of-pocket expenses properly incurred by him
in the execution of his duties (including expenses of
travel, notel and other expenses properly incurred in
attending and returning from meetings of the Company and
meetings of the Directors or of any committee appointed by
the Directors) as the Directors may determine.

A Director who is in any way, whether directly or
indirectly, interested in a contract or proposed
conzract or in any transaction or arrangement (whether
or not constituting a contract) with the Company chal.
declare the nature of his interest at a meeting of the
Directors in accordance with the Statutes.

(A) Except as provided by this Article, a Director shall

not vote (nor be counted in the guorum) on any
resclution of the Directors in respect of any
contract, arrangement or proposal in which he is
materially interested and, if he shall do so, his vote
shall not be counted but, subject to the Statutes this
prohibition shall not apply to:-
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(i) any contract, arrangement or proposal in which a
Director is interested by virtue of his interest in
shareg or debentures or other securities of the
Company, or by reason of any other interest in or
through the Company;

(i1} any contract, arrangement or proposal for giving to a
Director any security or indemnity in respect of money
lent by him or obligations undertaken by him at the
request of, or for the benefit of, the Company or any
of its subsidiaries;

(1ii} any contract, arrangement or proposal for the giving

by the Company of any security to a third party in
respect of a debt or obligation of the Company or any
of its subsidiaries for which a Director has made
himself responsible in whole or in part, by entering
into any guarantee, indemnity or other security;

(iv) any contract, arrangement or proposal concerning an
offer of shares or debentures or other securities of
or by the Company or any of its subsidiaries for
subscription or purchase, in which offer a Director is
interested, or is to be interested, as a participant
in the underwriting or sub-underwriting thereof;

(v) any proposal concerning the adoption, modification or
operation of a superannuation fund or retirement,
death or disability benefits scheme which relates both
to Directors and employees and does not accord to any
Director as such any privilege or advantage not
generally accorded to the employees to which such
gcheme or fund relates;

(vi) any arrangement for the benefit of employees under
which the Director benefits in a similar manner as the
employeeg;

(vii) any contract, arrangement or proposal concerning any

other company in which contract, arrangement or
proposal a Director is interested by wvirtue of any
relationship with that company, other than one falling
within paragraph (2) (b) of this Article.

(B} For the purpose of this Article, a Director shall be

(C)

deemed to be materially interested in any contract,
arrangement or proposal concerning any other company if he
is the holder of (otherwise than as bare trustee) or
beneficially interested, directly or indirectly, in one per
cent or more of any class of the equity share capital of
such company or is entitled to exercise more than cone per
cent of the votes which may be cast at all general meetings
of such company.

Where proposals are under consideration concerning the
appointment (including fixing or varying the terms of
appointment} of two or more Directors to offices or
employments with the Company or any other company in
which the Company is interested, a separate resolution
may be put in relation to each Director and, in such
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cazz, each of the Iirectors concerned shall be
enzilzled to vote and be counted in tne guorum in
resrect of each resolution except that concerning his
cwr appointment: Provided that nothing in this

Arcicle shall authorise a Director who is materiallw
inzerested in any such proposal concerning another

(D) If any cuestion shall arise at any meeting of the Directcrs
as to trne materiality of the interest of a Director (other
than the chairman ¢f the meeting) or as to the entitlement
of any Zirector other than such chairman to vote or be
counted I the gquorum, and such question is not resolved by
his velunmtarily agreeing to abstain from voting and not to
be counted in the guorum, such guestion shall be referred
to the cnairman of the meeting and his ruling in relation
to any cther Director shall be final and conclusive except
in a case where the nature or extent of the interest of the
Director concerned as known to such Director has not been
fairiy cisclosed at a meeting of the Directors. If any
questicr. as aforesaid shall arise in respect of the
chairmar. of the meeting, such question shall be decided by
a rescluzion of the Directors (for which purpose the
chairmar. shall be counted in the quorum but shall nct vote
thereon) and such resolution shall be final and conclusive
except i a case where the nature or extent of the interest
of such chairman as known to such chairman has not hkeen
fairly disclosed at a meeting of the Directors.

(E) The Company may by ordinary resolution suspend or
relax the provisions cf this Article to any extent or
ratify any transaction not duly authorised by reason
of & contravention cf this Article.

(3) A Cirector may heold any other office or place of
profit under the Company (other than the office of
Auditor) in conjunction with his office of Director
for such period and on such terms {as tc remuneration
and otherwise) as the Directors may determine. No
Director or intending Director shall be disqualified
by his office from contracting with the Company,
either with regard to his tenure or any such other
office or place of profit or as vendor, purchaser or
otherwise. No such contract, and no contract or
arrangement entered into by or on behalf of the
Company, in which any Director is in any way
interested shall be liable to be avoided, nor shall
any Director so contracting or being so interested be
liakle to account to the Company for any profit
realised by any such contract or arrangement by reason
of such Director holding that office or of the
fiduciary relationship thereby established.

(4) A Director of the Company may continue to be or may be
or become a director or other officer of, or otherwise
interested in, any company promoted by the Company or
in which the Company may be interested as shareholder
or otherwise and no such Director shall be accountable
to the Company for any remuneration or other benefits
received by him as a director or officer of, or from
his interest in, such other company unless the
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Directors otherwise direct. The Directors may
exercise the voting power conferred by the shares in
any other company held or owned by the Company and may
exercise any voting rights to which they are entitled
ag directors of any such other company in such manner
in all respects as they think fit, including the
exercise thereof in favour of any regolution
appointing the Directorxs or any of them to be
directors or cofficers of such other company and voting
or providing for the payment of remuneration to the
directors or officers of such other company.

Any Director may act by himself or his firm in a
professional capacity for the Company and he or his
firm shall be entitled to remuneration for
professional services as if he were not a Director;
Provided always that nothing herein contained shall
authorise a Director or his firm to act as Auditor to
the Company.

Powers and Duties of Directors

81.

82,

83 (1)

(2)

The business of the Company shall be managed by the
Directors, who may exercise all such powers of the Company
as are not, by the Statutes or by these Articles, required
to be exercised by the Company in general meeting subject,
nevertheless, to the provisions of the Statutes and of
these Articles.

The Directors may exercise all the powers of the Company to
borrow money and to mortgage or charge its undertaking,
property and uncalled capital, or any part thereof and,
subject to the Statutes, to issue debentures, debenture
stock, and other securities, whether outright or as
security for any debt, liability or obligation of the
Company or of any third party.

The Directors may from time to time appoint one or
more of their body to any office or place of profit
under the Company (except that of Auditor) for such
period and on such terms as they think fit and,
without prejudice to the terms of any agreement
entered into in any particular case, may revoke such
appointment.

A Director appointed to an office or place of profit
under the Company, shall be subject to the same
provisions as to resignation and removal as the other
Directors of the Company and his appointment shall be
automatically determined if he ceases from any cause
to be a Director, but without prejudice to any claim
he may have for damages for breach of any contract of
gervice between him and the Company.

A Director holding any such office or place of profit
shall receive such remuneration or emoluments as the
Directors may determine.

The Directors may entrust to, and confer upon, a
Director holding any such office or place of profit
any of the powers exercisable by them upon such terms
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85.

86.

87.
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ang conditions and with such restrictions as thev ray
thinx fit and either collaterally with or to the
excZusion of their own powers and may from time =o
time revoke, withdraw, alter or vary all or any of
SUCh powers.
ez Directors may eszablish and maintain or procure the
eszaplisnment and maintenance of any non-contributory or
cocntributory pension or superannuation fund for the benefit
oZ (and may grant or procure the granting of pensions,
dcmations, allowances, gratuities, emoluments, bonuses or
berefits o or in respect of) the directors, ex-directors,
oflicers, ex-officers, employees or ex-employees or the
company 2r of any company which is a subsidiary of the
Company or allied to or associlated in business with the
Company or with any such subsidiary company, or of any
business zcquired by the Company, or to any persons in
wncse welifare the Company or any such other company as
afcresaid is or has been interested and the wives, widows,
families, dependents and personal representatives of any
such persons and may make payments for or towards the
insurance of any such persons as aforesaid. Any Director
or, as the case may be, his personal representatives shall
be entitled to participate in and retain for his own
benefit cr for the benefit of his estate any such pension,
donation, allowance, emoluments, gratuity, bonus or
bernefit.

=1

The Directors may from time to time provide for the
management and transaction of the affairs of the Company in
any specified locality, whether in the United Kingdom or
elsewhers, in such manner as they think fit and the
prcvisions contained in the three next following Articles
shall be without prejudice to the general powers conferred
by zZhis Article.

The Directors may from time to time and at any time by
power of attorney appoint any company OY Person or any
fluctuating body of persons, whether nominated directly or
indirectly by the Directors, to be the attorney or
attorneys of the Company for such purposes and with such
powers, authorities and discretions (not exceeding those
vested in, or exercisable by, the Directors under these
Articles: and for such period and subject to such
conditions as they may think fit; and any such power of
attorney may contain such provisions for the protection and
convenience of persons dealing with any such attorney as
the Directors may think fit and may also authorise any such
attorney to delegate all or any of the powers, authorities
and discretions vested in him.

The Directors may appoint any persons as regional
directors, corporate finance directors or such other
non-board directors with such other titles (but including a
qualifying adjective, other than "managing", with the word
"director") as they may think fit and as assistants or
deputies to or for such non-board directors. Such persons
and their assistants or deputies shall not be nor shall
they be deemed to be directors of the Company within the
meaning of the Statutes or of these Articles and they shall
not be entitled to attend or vote at meetings of Directors.
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Subiect as aforesaid, the Directors may:-

(A} appoint any such non-board directors or their
assistants or deputies for such period and on such
terms as they think fit and, without prejudice to the
terms of any agreement entered into in any particular
case, may revoke any such appointment and;

(B) define and limit the powers and duties of the
non-board directors and their assistants or deputies
and may determine the remuneration or emcluments to be
received by them.

The Directors, may from time to time and at any time,
establish any local board, committee or agency for managing
any of the affairs of the Company in any specified
locality, whether in the United Kingdom or elsewhere, and
may appoint any persons to be members of such local board
or committee, or to be managers or agents, and may fix
their remuneration.

And the Directors may, from time to time and at any time,
delegate to any such local board, committee or agency or to
any such manager or agent any of the powers, authorities
and discretions for the time being vested in the Directors,
other than their power to make calls, with

or without power to sub-delegate and may authorise the
members for the time being of such local boards or
committees, or any of them, to fill any vacancies therein
and to act notwithstanding vacancies; and any such
appointment or delegation may been made on such termgs and
subject to such conditions as the directors may think fit
and the Directors may at any time remove any person so
appointed and may annul or vary any such delegation. Every
Director while present in the locality in which any such
local board, committee or agency shall have been
established shall be an ex-officio member thereof and
entitled to attend and vote at all meetings thereof.

The Company may exercise the powers conferred by Section 35
of the Act with regard to having an cfficial seal for use
abroad, and such powers shall be vested in the Directors.

The Company may exercise the powers conferred upon the
Company by the Statutes with regard to the keeping of
dominion and branch registers, and the Directors may
(subject to the provisions of the Statutes) make and vary
such regulations as they may think fit respecting the
keeping of any such register.

The Directors shall cause minutes to be made in books
provided for the purpose:-

of all appointments of officers made by the Directors;

of the names of the Directors present at each meeting of
the directors and of the persons present at each meeting of
any committee appointed by the Directors; and

of all resolutions and proceedings at all meetings of the
Company, of the Directors and of committees appointed by
the Directors.
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An such minute ol any meeting of the Directors or of any
cormittee appointed Dy the Directors or of the Company
snzll be signed by the chairman of such meeting or by the
cnairman cf the next succeeding meeting and if purporting
Z2 be sc signed shall be sufficient evidence without any
further croof cf the facts therein stated.

Disqualification of Directors

92.

{BA)

(G)

{H}

Tne office of a Director shall ipsoc facto be vacated: -

1f, by rnctice in wrizting to the Company, he resignsg the
office cf Director; or

if he aktsents himself from the meetings of the Directors
during a continucus period of three calendar months without
leave of absence from the Directors and they pass a
resoluticn that he has, by reason of such absence, vacated
office; oxr

if he viclates the declaration of secrecy regquired of him
under these Articles; or

if he has a receiving order made against him or suspends
payment cr makes any arrangement or composition with his
creditors; or

1f he becomes of unsound mind or a patient for the purposes
of any s:tatute relating to mental health and the Directors
resolve zhat his office be vacated; or

1f ne is prohibkited by law from being a Director; or

if nhe is removed by ordinary resolution from office
pursuant to, or otherwise ceases tc be a Director by virtue
of, the Statutes; or

if ne is required by resoclution passed or concurred in
writing by not less that three-fourths of the Directors for
the time being to resign and fails to do so within fourteen
days after the receipt of notice of the passing of such
resolution: Provided always that not less than seven clear
days' pricr notice shall be given to the Director concerned
of the intention to move such resolution and of the date
and time cf the meeting of the Directors at which the same
will be moved. Such notice shall either be served on him
personally or be sent to him through the post addressed to
him at the residential address for the time being recorded
for him in the Register of Directors and Secretaries kept

by the Company.

A resolution of the Directors declaring a Director to have
vacated office as aforesaid shall be conclusive as to the fact
and the grounds of vacation stated in the resolution.
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Appointment and Retirement of Directors

Subject to the provisions of these Articles, at the annual
general meeting in every year one quarter of the Directors
for the time being or, if their number is not a multiple of
four, then the number nearest to but not exceeding one
quarter shall retire from office. A Director retiring at a
general meeting shall hold office until the conclusion of
that meeting.

The particular Directors to retire at each annual general
wneeting pursuant to the last proceeding Article shall bhe
selected as follows:-

firstly, any Director who by reason of age is due to retire
at that meeting pursuant to an applicable provision of the
Statutes;

secondly, any Director who wishes to retire and does not
offer himself for re-appointment; '

thirdly, those of the other Directors who have been (or,
pursuant to any applicable provision of the Statutes, are
deemed to have been) longest in office since their last
appointment, but as between Directors who have held office
since their last appointment for an equal length of time
those to retire shall, unless they otherwise agree among
themselves, be determined by lot.

notwithstanding any provision in the Statutes to the
contrary, a person re-appointed a Director on retiring on
account of age or a person appointed in place of a Director
so retiring shall be deemed for the purpose of the rotation
of Directors to have been appointed at the meeting at which
he was so re-appointed or appointed and not before.

Subject, in the case of a Director who is over the age of
70, to a resclution (of which special notice has been
given) being passed as required by any applicable provision
of the Statutes, a retiring Director shall be eligible for
re-appointment and shall be deemed to offer himself for
re-appointment unless he gives to the Company notice in
writing of a contrary intention.

The Company at any general meeting at which any Directors
retire in manner aforesaid may fill the wvacated offices by
appointing a like number of persons to be Directors and
without notice in that behalf may fill any other wvacancies.

If, at any annual general meeting the place of a Director
retiring at that meeting is not filled then the retiring
Director, if offering himself for re-appointment, shall be
deemed to have been re-appointed unless either:-

the retiring Director was due to retire at that meeting on
account of age pursuant to an applicable provision of the
Statutes; or

the Company resolves at the meeting not to fill the vacated
office; or
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(C}  a resoluzion IZ:r the re-appointment of the retirirz
Cirector has ks=n put to the meeting and lost.

8. Noc perscn {(otner than a retiring Director) shall, unless
recommended bv the Directors, be eligible for appocintment
to the coffice ¢ Director at any general meeting unliess,
not less than seven nor more that forty-two clear days
before the date appointed for the meeting, there shall have
been lef: at the Cffice a notice 1n writing signed by a
Member culy qualified to attend and vote at the meeting for
which such ncotice is given of his intention to propose such
person as a Director and also a nctice in writing signed by
the perscn to be proposed of his willingness to serve as a
Director.

99. Subiject as aforesaid, the Company may by ordinary
resolution appoint any person to be a director either to
fill a casual wvacancy or as an additional Director.

Without prejudice thereto, the Directors shall have power
at any time likewise to appoint any person to be a director
but so that nc such appointment by the Directors shall be
effective unless two-thirds of all the Directors for the
time being concur therein. Any Director so appointed by
the Directors shall hold office only until the next
following annual general meeting and shall then be eligible
for re-appointment but shall not be taken into account in
determining the retirement of Directors by rotation at such
meeting.

100. A motion for the appointment or re-appointment or two oOr
more persons as Directors of the Company by a single
resoluticon shall not be made at a general meeting of the
Company, unless a resolution that it shall be so made has
tirst been agreed to by the meeting without any vote being
given against it.

Proceedings of Directors

101. (1) The Directors may meet together for the dispatch of
business, adjourn and otherwise regulate their
meetings as they think fit and determine the quorum
necessary for the transaction of business, provided
thaz less than three Directors shall not be a guorum.

Unless and until otherwise determined, three shall be
quorum. Questions arising at any meeting shall be
decided by a majority of votes. 1In case of an
equality of votes, the chairman of the meeting shall
have a second or casting vote.

(2) A meeting of Directors or a committee of Directors may
be validly held notwithstanding that such Directors
may not be in the same place provided that

(A) they are in constant communication with each other
throughout by telephone, television or other form of
communication; and

(B) all Directors entitled to attend such meeting so
agree.
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A Director may and, on the request of a Director, the
Secretary shall at any time summon a meeting of the
Directors by nctice served upon the several Directors. A
Director who is absent from the United Kingdom and who has
not supplied to the Company an address in the United
Kingdom for the giving of notices to him shall not be
entitled to notice of any meeting of Directors.

The Directors may elect a Chairman and one or more Deputy
Chairmen or Vice-Chairmen of their Board of Directors and
determine the period for which they are respectively to
hold office and may grant them such remuneration or
emoluments (in addition to the remuneration to which they
may be entitled as Directors under the foregoing provisgions
of these Articles) as the Directors may determine., Such
Chairman shall be entitled to take the chair at all
meetings of the Directors, but if no such Chairman is
elected or if, at any meeting, the Chairman is not present
at the time appcinted for holding the same or if he is
unable or unwilling to act as chairman of such meeting then
the senior of the Deputy Chairmen present and willing to
act or, if there is no such Deputy Chairman, then the
senior of the Vice-Chairmen present and willing to act
shall take the chair and, in default, the Directors present
may choose one of their number to be chairman of that
meeting. For the purposes of this Article, seniority shall
be determined by reference to the length of time for which
a Deputy Chairman or, as the case may be, Vice-Chairman has
held office as such. As between two or more Deputy
Chairmen or two or more Vice-Chairmen of equal seniority,
the Deputy Chairman or, as the case may be, Vice-Chairman
to take the chair shall, in default of agreement between
them, be determined by lot.

The continuing Directors may act notwithstanding any
vacancy in their body but, if and so long as their number
is reduced below the minimum number fixed by or pursuant to
these Articles, the continuing Directors or Director may
act for the purpose of appointing sufficient Directors to
bring the Board up to that number or of summoning ageneral
meeting of the Company, notwithstanding that there shall
not be a quorum, but for no other purpose.

The Directors may delegate any of their powers (with or
without power to sub-delegate) to committees, consisting of
such persons as they think fit but always including at
least one Director, to be appointed in such manner as the
Directors shall by resolution determine. Any committee so
formed shall in the exercise of the powers so delegated
conform to any regulations that may from time to time be
imposed on it by the Directors and, subject thereto, shall
be governed by the provisionsg herein contained for
regulating the meetings and proceedings of the Directors.
The Chairman and all Deputy Chairmen and Vice-Chairmen, if
any, shall be ex-officio members of any such committee and
entitled to attend and vote at all meetings thereof, unless
the Directors shall expressly resolve to the contrary.

All acts done by any meeting of the Directors or of a
committee of Directors or by any person acting as a
Director shall, notwithstanding that it be afterwards
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discovered that there was some defect in the appointment of
any such Zirector or person acting as aforesaid or that
they or any ¢f them were disqualified or had vacated office
or were ot entitled to vote, be as valid as if every such
perseon had been duly appointed and was qualified to be a
Director and had been enti:tled to vote.

A resolution in writing signed by all the Directocrs for the
time beinz entitled to receive notice of a meeting of the
Directors, or signed by all the members of a committee
appointed by the Directors, shall be as valid and effectual
as 1f it nad been passed at a meeting of the directors, or
of such committee duly convened and held. Any such
resolutizn may consist ¢f several documents in the like
terms eacn signed by one or more Directors or, as the case
may be, cne or more of such members.

dent

) The Directors may from time to time appoint any person
(whether a Director or not) to be Pregident cof the
Company for such pericd and at such remuneration as
thew think fit and may remove the President from his
appointment as such and, if thought fit, appoint
ancther person in his place.

) The President shall be entitled to be reimbursed any
reascnable out-of-pocket expenses properly incurred by
him in performing, at the request of the Directors,
any services for the Company.

) The President shall not by virtue only cf his cffice
as Fresident be an officer of the Company for the
purrvoses of the Act.

tary

The Secretary shall be appointed by the Directors for such
term, at such remuneration and upon such conditions, as
they may think f£it; and any Secretary so appcinted may be
removed by them.

A proviszon of the Statutes or these Articles reguiring or

authorising a thing to be done by or toc a Director and the

Secretary shall not be satisfied by its being done by or to
the same person acting both as Director and as, or in place
of, the Secretary.

) The Directors shall provide for the safe custody of
the Seal and the Securities Seal (if any), which shall
be affixed only with the authority of a resoclution of
the Directors or of a committee of the Directors
authorised by the Directors in that behalf or of such
other person as may from time to time be authorised by
the Directors in that behalf.
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) Except in respect of certificates for shares or
debentures or representing any other form of security,
every ingtrument to which the Seal shall be affixed
shall be signed by a Director or the Secretary or a
Deputy or Assistant Secretary or such other person as
the Directors may from time tc time authorise in that
behalf and shall also be counter-signed by a person
authorised by the Directors in that behalf. In favour
of any purchaser or person bona fide dealing with the
Company, such signatures shall be conclusive evidence
of the fact that the Seal has been properly affixed.

{(3) The Securities Seal shall be used only for sealing

securities issued by the Company and documents
creating or evidencing securities so issued. Such
securities and documents, if sealed with the
Securities Seal, shall not require to be sgsigned.

Dividends and Reserves

ilz2.

Subject to Articles 3A(4) (f) and 3B(4) (f) and to the rights
attached to any other clags of shares in the capital of the
Company for the time being allotted or in issue the Company
in general meeting may declare dividends on the ordinary
shareg provided that no such dividend shall exceed the
amount recommended by the Directors.

113 (1) Subject to Articles 3A(4) (f} and 3B(4} (f) and to the

rights attached to any other class of shares in the
capital of the Company for the time being allotted or
in issue the Directors may from time to time pay an
interim dividend on the ordinary shares provided that
such interim dividend appears to the Directors to be
justified by the profits of the Company.

(2) Provided that the Directors act boma fide they shall

114.

114A.

not incur any responsibility to the holders of any
shares conferring a preference which may at any time
be issued for any damage they may suffer by reason of
the payment of an interim dividend on any shares
ranking after such preference shares. A resolution of
the Directors declaring any interim dividend shall
(once announced) be irrevocable and have the same
effect in all respect as if such dividend had been
declared upon the recommendation of the Directors by
an ordinary resolution of the Company.

No dividend or interim dividend shall be paid otherwise
than in accordance with the provisions of the Statutes
which apply to the Company and the declaration of the
Directors in respect thereof shall be conclusive.

Subject to and without prejudice to the provigions of
Articles 112, 113 and 114, the directors may offer the
holders of ordinary shares the right to elect to
receive ordinary shares, credited as fully paid,




inszzad ¢f cash in respect of all or part of such
di--iZend or dividends as may be declared by the
Comrany pursuant to Article 112 or, as the case may
be, =y the directors gursuant to Article 113, subject
to such exclusions or restrictions as the directors
may . 1in their absoclute discretion, deem necessary
deszrable 1in relation to compliance with legal or
praczical problems under the lawsg of, or the
recuirements of any recognised regulatory body or any
stccx exchange in, any territory.

The followinc provisions shall apply:-

(1) the Zirectors shall nect exercise their powers under
this Article in respect of a particular dividend
unlsss the Company in general meeting has authorised
the exercise of those powers in respect of that
dividend or in respect of dividends (including that
dividend) to be declared or paid during or in respect
of 2z specified period;

1l

(2) the rtasis of allotment shall be determined by the
directors so that, as nearly as may be considered
convenient without involving any rounding-up of
fractions, the value (calculated by reference to the
average guctation) of the new shares (including any
fraztional entitlement) to be allotted instead of any
amc:znt of dividend shall equal such amount.

For such purpose, the "average quotation" of a share shall
be the average of the middle market guotations for a fully
paid ordinary share of the Company as derived from the
Daily OfZicial List of The Stock Exchange on the business
day on which the shares are first quoted "ex" the relevant
dividend and the four subsequent business days;

{3) nc shareholder may receive a fraction of a share;

(4) the directors may make such arrangements as they
consider necessary or expedient in relation to any
offer to be made pursuant to this Article including
but not limited to the giving of notice to
shareholders of the right of election offered to them,
the provision of forms of election (whether in respect
of a particular dividend or dividends or generally)
and determination of the procedure for making and
revcking such elections and the place at which, and
the latest time by which, forms of election and any
cther relevant documents must be lodged in order tu Le
effective;

(5) the dividend (or that part of the dividend in respect
of which a right of election has been offered) shall
not be declared or payable on shares in respect
whereof the said election has been duly made (the
"elected shares") and instead thereof additional
shares shall be allotted to the holders of the elected
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shares on the basis of allotment determined as
aforegaid. For such purpose, the directors shall
capitalige out of such of the sums standing to the
credit of reserves (including any share premium
account or capital redemption reserve) or any of the
profits which could otherwise have been applied in
paying dividends in cash as the directors may
determine, a sum equal to the aggregate nominal amount
of the additional shares to be allotted on such basis
and apply the same in paying up in full the
appropriate number of unissued shares for allotment
and distribution to and amongst the holders of the
elected shares on such basis. A resolution of the
directorg capitalising any part of the reserves or
profits hereinbefore mentioned shall have the same
effect as if such capitalisation had been declared by
ordinary resolution of the Company in accordance with
Article 122 and in relation to any such capitalisation
the directors may exercise all the powers conferred on
them by paragraph (3) of that Article without need of
such ordinary resolution;

(6) the additional ordinary shares so allotted shall be

allotted as of the record date for the dividend in
respect of which the right of election has been
offered and shall rank pari passu in all respects with
the fully paid shares then in issue except that the
shares so allotted will not rank for any dividend or
other distribution or other entitlement which has been
declared, wmade, paid or payable by reference to such
record date.

Subject to the rights of persons, if any, entitled to
shares with special rights as to dividend, all dividends
shall be declared and paid according to the amounts paid or
credited as paid on the shares in respect whereof the
dividend is paid, but no amount paid or credited as paid on
a share in advance of calls shall be treated for the
purposes of this Article as paid on the share. All
dividends shall be apportioned and paid proportionately to
the amounts paid or credited as paid on the shares during
any portion or portions of the period in respect of which
the dividend is paid; but if any share is issued on terms
providing that it shall rank for dividend as from a
particular date, such share shall rank for dividend
accordingly.

The Directors may deduct from any dividend or other moneys
payable to a Member on or in respect of a share all sums of
money (if any) presently payable by him to the Company on
account of calls or otherwise in relation to shares of the
Company .

A transfer of shares shall not pass the right to any
dividend declared thereon before the registration of the
transfer.
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The Direcstors may retain any dividends payable upon shares
in respect of which any person is by reason of the death or
barkrupzcy of a member entitled to become a Member, or
which any person is under any of such provisions entitled
to transfer, until such person shall become a Member in
respect 2I such shares or shall duly transfer the same, c¢r
the Direczors may pay such dividends to such person.

Amny diviZdend, interest or other moneys payable in cash in
respect I a share may be paid by cheque or warrant sent
through the post directed to the registered address of the
holder cx, in the case of a share held by joint holders, to
the registered address of the person first named on the
register of Members as a hclder of that share, or to such
person and to such address as the holder or joint holders
may in writing direct: Provided that, in the case of a
share he_d by joint holders, any one of such holders may
give an eifectual receipt for all dividends and payments on
account oI dividends in respect of such share. Every such
chegue cr warrant shall be made payable to the persocn to
whom it s sent and payment of the cheque or warrant shall
be a goci discharge to the Company. Every such cheque or
warrant shall be sent at the risk of the persons entitled
to the money represented thereby.

No dividend or other moneys payable to a Member on or in
respect £ a share shall bear interest against the Company.
The payment by the Directors of any unclaimed dividend or
other moneys payable on or in respect of a share into a
separate account shall not constitute the Company a trustee
in respect thereof and any dividend unclaimed after a
period oI twelve years from the date of declaration of such
dividend shall be forfeited and shall revert to the
Company: Provided that, if a claim is subsequently made
for any dividend so forfeited, the Directors may at their
discretion pay out of the profits of the Company a sum
equal tc the dividend so forfeited or part thereof to any
person who prior to the expiry of the said period of twelve
years would have been entitled to such dividend or to the
personal representatives of any such person.

121 (1) The Directors may, before recommending any dividend,

set aside out of the profits of the Company and carry
toc a reserve fund such sums as they think proper which
shall, at the discretion of the Directors, be
applicable for any purpose to which the profits of the
Company may be properly applied and pending such
application may, at the like discretion, either be
employed in the business of the Company or be invesrtad
in such investments {other than shares of the Company)
as =he Directors may from time to time think fit. the
Directors may divide the reserve fund into separate
funds for special purposes and may consolidate into
one reserve fund any such separate funds or any parts
thereof: Provided that any part of the reserve fund
which the Directors may at any time declare to be in
excess of the amount necessary to be retained may,
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with the consent of the Company in general meeting, be
applicable as profits available for dividends. The
Directors may also, without placing the same to
reserve, carry forward any profits which they may
think prudent not to divide.

Notwithstanding the provisions of paragraph (1} of
this Article:-

the Directors shall not set aside out of
profits and carry to any reserve fund referred
to in paragraph (1), or carry forward in the
manner described in paragraph (1), any sum then
required for payment of the dividend payable on
any sterling preference shares or dollar
preference shares or gecond dollar preference
shares or third dollar preference shares; and

if at any time there ghall be insufficient
profits standing to the credit of profit and
loss account (or any other of the Company's
accounts or reserves and available for
distribution) for the payment of any such
dividend, the Directors shall withdraw from any
such reserve fund referred to in paragraph (1)
such sums as may be required for the payment of
any such dividend (and so that the Directors
shall not require the consent of the Company in
general meeting to any such withdrawal) .
Subject to the Statutes, any sum so withdrawn
(and any profits previously carried forward
pursuant to paragraph (1} but subsequently
required for the payment of any such dividend)
may be applied in or towards payment of such
dividend.

Capitalisation of Profits and Reserves

122 (1)

Subject to the provisions of Articles 3A(8) and 3B(8)
the Company in general meeting may, upon the
recommendation of the Directors, resolve that it is
desirable to capitalise any part of the amount for the
time being standing to the credit of any of the
Company's reserve funds, or to the credit of the
profit and loss account, or otherwise available for
distribution; and accordingly that such sum be set
free for distribution amongst the Members who would
have been entitled thereto, if distributed by way of
dividend, and in the same proportions, on condition
that the same be not paid in cash but be applied
either in or towards paying up any amounts for the
time being unpaid on any shares held by such Members
respectively, or paying up in full unissued shares or
debentures of the Company to be allotted and
distributed credited as fully paid up to and amongst
such Members in the proportions aforesaid, or partly
in the one way and partly in the other, and the
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Ziractors shail give effect to such resolution:
rrcvided always that a share premium account and a
carizal redemption reserve fund may for the purposes
2f this Article only be applied in the paying up of
unzssued shares to be allotted to Members as fully
paid bonus shares.

The CZompany in general meeting may on the
reccmmendation of the Directors resclve that it is
desirable to capitalise any part o<f the amount for the
time being standing to the credit of any of the
Corpany's reserve accounts or to the credit of the
prciit and loss account which is not available for
distribution by applying such sum in paying up in full
unissued shares to be allotted as fully paid bonus
shares to those members of the Company who would have
been entitled to that sum if it were distributed by
way ©of dividend (and in the same proportions) and the
Directors shall give effect to such resolution.

Whenever such a resolution shall have been passed, the
Directors shall make all appropriations and
app-ications of the amounts resolved to be capitalised
thereby and all allotments and issues of fully paid
ghares or debentures, if any; and generally shall do
all acts and things required to give effect thereto
witn full power to the Directors to make such
provision for the satisfaction of the right of any
Memzer under any such resolution to a fractional part
of a share by the issue of fractional certificates, or
by mayment in cash or otherwise, as they think fit and
also to authorise any person to enter, on behalf of
all the Members entitled thereto, into an agreement
witnh the Company providing for the allotment to them
respectively, credited as fully paid up, of any
furcher shares or debentures to which they may be
entitled upon such capitalisation or (as the case may
require) for the payment up by the Company on their
behalf, by the application theretoc of their respective
proportions of the profits resolved to be capitalised,
of the amounts or any part of the amounts remaining
unpaid on their existing shares and any agreement made
under such authority shall be effective and binding on
all such Members. Further the Directors may, if they
think fit, make provision for the registration of any
or all of such shares as aforesaid in the names of
nominees of the Members entitled thereto.

Recoxrd Dates

122A.

Notwithstanding any other provision of these Articles,
the Company or the Directors may fix any date as the
record date for any dividend, distribution, allotment
or issue and such record date may be on or at any time
before any date on which any such dividend,
distribution, allotment or issue is paid or made and
cn or at any time before or after any date on which




125,

126.

127.

124.

-70-
such dividend, distribution, allotment or issue is
declared.

Accounts

123, The Directors shall cause proper accounting records to be

kept in accordance with the Statutes.

The books of account shall be kept at the Office, or,
subject to the Statutes, at such other place or places as
the Directors think fit and shall always be open during
business hours to the inspection of the officers of the
Company .

The Directors shall from time tc time determine whether and
to what extent, at what times and places and under what
conditions or regulations the accounting records of the
Company or any of them shall be open to the inspection of
Members not being officers of the Company; and no Member
(not being an officer of the Company) shall have any right
of inspecting any account or book or document of the
Company except as conferred by statute or authorised by the
Directors or by the Company in general meeting.

The Directors shall from time to time, in accordance with
the Statutes, cause to be prepared and to be laid before
the Company in general meeting such profit and loss
accounts, balance sheets, group accounts (if any) and
reports as may be required by the Statutes. Every balance
sheet shall be signed by three Directors and by the
Secretary or a General Manager.

A printed copy of every balance sheet (including every
document required by law to be annexed thereto) which is to
be laid before the Company in general meeting, together
with a copy of the Auditors' report or, where permitted, a
summary financial statement or other document as may be
authorised by the Statutes, shall not less than twenty-one
days before the date of the meeting be delivered or sent by
post to every Member, director and to every holder of
debentures of the Company and printed copies of every such
document shall at the same time be sent to The Stock
Exchange and to any other stock exchange which has granted
a guotation for, or a listing of, the Company's shares or
any of them, as required by their regulations in force from
time to time: Provided always that this Article shall not
require a copy of those documents to be sent to any person
of whose address the Company is not aware or to more than
one of the joint holders of any shares or debentures.

Auditors

128.

Auditors shall be appointed and their duties regulated in
accordance with the Statutes.
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Notices

125.

130.

131.

132.

133.

A motice may be given to any Member either personally or by
serding 1t by pcst to him at his registered address or (if
he nas nc registered address within the United Kingdom) to
the address, if any, in the United Kingdom supplied by him

tc the Cocmpany for the giving of notices tc him.

A rmotice may be given to the joint holders of a share by
giving tnhe notice to the joint helder first named in the
register of Members in respect of the share.

A notice may be given to the persons entitled to a share in
consequence of the death or bankruptcy of a member by
sending it through the post addressed to them by name or by
the title of representatives of the deceased or trustee of
the bankrupt Member, or by any like designation, at the
address, if any, within the United Kingdom supplied for the
puroose v the persons claiming to be entitled, or, whether
or not the Company has notice of such death or bankruptcy,
by giving the notice in any manner in which the same might
have been given 1f the death or bankruptcy had not
occurred.

If zhe Company is aware that during a period of three
consecutive years all notices given by the Company to a
Member have not been received by that Member because the
registered address or, as the case may be, address for
service cf that Member is no longer a current address for
communications then the Company shall no longer be obliged
to give nctices to that Member until he notifies the
Company cf ancther address to be entered at his registered
address or, in the case of a Member whose registered
address Is outside the United Kingdom, another address in
the United Kingdom as his address for service.

Any notice required to be given by the Company to the
Members or any of them, and not expressly provided for by
these Articles, shall be sufficiently given if given by
advertisement.

134 (1) Any notice reguired to be or which may be given by

advertisement shall be advertised once in two leading
Londaon daily newspapers.

{2) If postal services in the United Kingdom shall be

curtailed or suspended so that the Company is unable
to give effective notice by post of a general meeting,
notice of a general meeting may be given in two London
newspapers as provided for in this Article and shall
be deemed to have been given on the day of such
publication. In such event, the Company shall as soon
as practicable {(and, if able so to do prior to the
date of the general meeting) send notice by post to
all Members.
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Any document, other than a notice, requiring to be served
on a Member may be served in like manner as a notice may be
given to him under these Articlesg and, in the case where
notice might be given by advertising the same in a
newspaper or newspapersg, such document shall be deemed to
be duly served if the same is available for him at the
Office and a notice to that effect is advertised in a
newgpaper oY newspapers as regquired by these Articles.

Any notice or document, if sent by post, shall be deemed to
have been given or served on the day next after that on
which the letter containing the same is put into the post,
if gent by first-class mail, and on the day next but one
after that on which the letter containing the same is put
into the post, if sent by second-class mail, and in proving
such giving or service it shall be sufficient to prove that
the notice or document or the envelope containing the same
was properly addressed, prepaid and put into a post office
or post box or handed to an authorised official of the Post
Office. A notice or document given or served by exhibition
or advertisement shall pe deemed to be given or served on
the day on which the same is first exhibited or advertised.

The signature to any notice required to be given by the
Company may be written or printed.

Winding Up

138.

If the Company shall be wound up, the Ligquidator may, with
the sanction of an extraordinary resolution passed before,
on or after the commencement of the winding up, wvest in
trustees upon trust for the Members or divide among the
Members in specie any part of the assets of the Company and
any such vesting or division may be otherwise than in
accordance with the existing rights of the members but so
that, if any division is resclved on otherwise than in
accordance with such rights, the Members shall have the
same right of dissent and consequential rights as if such
resolution were a special resclution under the Statues. A
special resolution sanctioning a transfer or sale to
another company duly passed pursuant to the said Section
may in like manner authorise the distribution of any shares
or other consideration receivable by the Liquidator amongst
the Members otherwise than in accordance with their
existing rights; and any such determination shall be
binding upon all the Members, subject to the right of
dissent and consequential rights conferred by the said
Sectiomn.

Secrecy

139.

Every Director and employee of the Company shall observe a
strict secrecy with regard to all dealingg, transactions
and cother matters of a confidential nature of and
concerning the Company and with regard to all transactions
of the Cowpany with its customers, the state of their
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accounts and matters relating thereto, except when required
or authcrised tc disclose particulars thereof by the
Directeors, a general meeting of the Company, the person to
whcm such matters relate or by law and except so far as may
be necessary irn order to comply with any of the provisions
of these Articles; and every Director and employee shall
sign a daclaration to the above effect in such form as the
Directors may from time tc time prescribe.

Indemnity and Responsibility

140C.

141.

Every Director, manager, auditor, secretary and other
officer cr servant for the time being of the Company shall
be indemnified out of the assets c¢f the Company against any
liability incurred by him in defending any proceedings,
whether civil or criminal, in or about the business of the
Company in which judgement is given in his favour or in
which he i1s acgquitted or in connection with any application
under the Statutes in which relief is granted to him by the
Court or by reason of any contract entered intc or any act
or thing done by him as such Director, officer cor servant
or in arny way in the discharge of his duties.

Subject zZo the provisions of the Statutes, no Director or
other officer of the Company shall be liable for the acts,
receipts, neglects or defaults of any other Director or
officer zr for joining in any receipt or other act for
conformicy or for any loss or expense happening to the
Compmany zhrough the insufficiency or deficiency of title to
any property acgquired by order of the Directors for or on
behalf ¢f the Company or for the insufficiency or
deficiency of any security in or upon which any ¢f the
moneys ¢f the Company shall be invested or for any loss cor
damage arising from the bankruptcy, insolvency or tortious
act of any perscn with whom any moneys, securities or
effects shall be deposited or for any other loss, damage or
misfortune whatever which shall happen in the execution of
the duties of his office, or in relation thereto, unless
the same happen through his own wilful act or default.

Destruction of Documents

142.

The Company shall be entitled to destroy: (a) all
instruments cof transfer of shares at any time after the
expiration of six years from the date of registration
therecf; (b) all share or stock certificates which have
been cancelled or have ceased to have effect at any time
after the expiration of one year from the date of such
cancellation or cessation; and (c) all notifications of
change of name or address and dividend mandates after the
expiraticon of one year from the date of the recording
thereof.

It shall conclusively be presumed in favour of the Company
that every instrument of transfer so destroyed was a valid
and effective instrument duly and properly registered and
every share or stock certificate so destroyed was a valid
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and effective document duly and properly cancelled and that
every other document hereinbefore mentioned so destroved
was a valid and effective document in accordance with the
recorded particulars therecf in the books and records of
the Company: Provided always that:-

nothing herein contained shall be construed as imposing
upon the Company any liability in respect of the
destruction of any such document earlier than as aforesaid;

references herein to the destruction of any document
include references to the disposal thereof in any manner;
and

references to an instrument of transfer shall be deemed to
include references to any document constituting the
renunciation of an allotment of any shares in the Company
by the allottee in favour of some other person.
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Midland Bank Limited

Minute
Approved by Order of Court

The capital of Midiand Bank Limited was by virtue of a Special
Resclution and with the sanction of an Order of the High court
of Justize dazed the 11lth Novemkber 1957 reduced from £45,200, 000
divided into 2,869,079 shares of £12 each 2,000,000 shares of

£2 10s. sach =zrnd 5,771,052 shares of £1 each, to £17,843,749
10s., divided into 4,86%,CG79 shares of £2 10s. each and
5,771,032 shares of £1 each. At the date of registraticn of
this Minute ¢,790,75¢ of the said shares of £2 10s each and
3,181,732 of tne said shares of £1 each have been issued and are
deemed to be fully paid up. None of the remaining 78,323 shares
of £2 10s eacn and 2,58%,321 shares of £1 each has been issued.
The said special Resolution alsco provided (upon the said
reducticon of capital taking effect) for sub-dividing the said
shares oI £2 _2s. each into share of 10s. each, increasing the
capital zo its former amount by the creation of 54,512,501
gshares of 10s. each and consolidating the shares of 10s each
into shares cZ £1 each. The capital of the Company 1is
accordingly cn the registration of this Minute £45,200,000
divided into 42,200,000 shares of £1 each of which 15,158,621
are issusd and are deemed to be fully paid up and 30,041,379 are
unissued.

An office copy of the Order of Court confirming the reduction of
capital of the Company and a copy of the Minute approved by the
Court were duly registered by the Registrar of Companies on
26th November 1957.
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No. 14259

The Companies Actg 1985

Resclutions
of

Midland Bank plc

At the Annual General Meeting of Midland Bank plc held at the
Merchant Taylors' Hall, 20 Threadneedle Street, London EC2 on
Thursday, 2 May 1991, the following Resolution was duly passed:

That

9 Ordinary resolution (Scrip dividend)

That the directors of the bank be and are hereby authorised to
exercise the powers conferred on them by article 114A of the
bank's articles of association in respect of any ordinary
dividend declared by the shareholders in general meeting or by
the directors before the annual general meeting of the bank in
199%96.




Company Nc. 14233

THE COMPANIES ACTS 1985 AND 1589

PUBLIC COMPANY LIMITED BY SHARES

SPECIAL RESOLUTION
OF

MIDLAND BANK PLC
("the company")

At an Extraordinary General Meeting {(the "Meeting") of the
Company held at Poultry, London EC2P 2BX on 16 September 1993
the following resclution was passed as a special resolution:

SPECIAL RESOLUTION

THAT: -

(1)

the 1,002,226,000 ordinary shares of £1 ezch in the capital
of the Ccmpany be redesignated as 999,999,99% ordinary
shares ¢Z £1 each and 1 preferred ordinary share of £1,
such preZferred ordinary share having the rights and being
subject tc the limitations set out in the articles of
association of the Company as amended by paragraph (2) of
this resclution;

the articles of association of the Company be amended by: -

(a} the deletion of Article 3 and the substitution
therefor of the following new Article 3:

"3. The share capital of the Company at the time of
adozzicn of this Article is £1,150,000,000 divided
intz 999,999,999 ordinary shares of £1 each {"ordinary
shares™) and 1 preferred ordinary share of £1 (the
"preferred ordinary share") and 150,000,000 non-
cumi_ative preference shares of £1 each ("sterling
gshares" or "sterling preference shares") and
USS$2,000,000 divided into 200,000,000 non-cumulative
preference shares of US$0.01 each ("dollar preference
shareg”)";

(b) the insertion of the following words immediately
befcre Article 4:




"Praferred Ordinary Share

3C(1)

(2)

(3)

The preferred ordinary share shall rank pari passu in
all respects with the ordinary shares and with all
other shares expressed to rank pari passu therewith.
It shall carry the same rights and be subject to the
same limitations as the ordinary shares but in
addition the preferred ordinary share shall confer:

(i) on each and any distribution of profits by the Company
on any class of share (other than the ordinary
shares), the right to receive, in priority to any
other share, the first £100 of any amount so
distributed; and

(ii) on any distribution on a winding-up of the Company
{(but not on any redemption, reduction or purchase of
any share capital), the right to receive out of the
assets of the Company available for distribution, in
priority to any other share, a sum equal to the
nominal amount of the preferred ordinary share and any
premium paid on the issue thereof.

The creation or issue of any share or shares in the capital
of the Company conferring any right to participate in the
profits or assets of the company in priority to the
entitlements referred to in sub-paragraphs (i) or (ii) of
Article 3C(l) shall be deemed to constitute a variation in
the rights of the preferred ordinary share."; and

the Directors bhe generally empowered in accordance with
section 95 of the Companies Act 1985 (the "Act") to allot
equity securities (within the meaning of section 94(2) of
the Act) pursuant to the authorities conferred by Article
8B (1) of the articles of association and the resolutions of
the Company (numbered 8 and 9) passed on 5 May 1992 as if
gsection 89(1) of the Act did not apply to the allotment.
This power:

(a) expires on 4 May 1997 but the Company may make an
offer or agreement which would or might require equity
gsecurities to be allotted after expiry of this
authority and the directors may allot equity
gecurities in pursuance of that offer or agreement;
and

(b} is limited to allotments of equity securities for cash
up to an aggregate nominal amount egqual to
£215,090,622 plus the aggregate nominal value of the
sterling preference shares and the dollar preference
shares {(as defined in the articles of association as
amended by paragraph (2) of this resoclution) in the
capital of the Company at the date of the passing of
this resolution




Company No. 1=z33

THE COMPANIES ACT 1985 AND 1985

PUBLIC COMPANY LIMITED BY SHARES

SPECIAL RESOLUTION
OF
MIDLAND BANK PLC

("the Company")

At an Extraordinary General Meeting (the "Meeting") of the
Company held at Poultry, London, EC2P 2BX on 5 February 1997 the
following resolution was passed as a special resolution:

THAT:

SPECIAL RESOLUTION

the authcrised share capital of the Company be increased by
the creazion of 4,000,000 non-cumulative preference shares
of US$0.2- each, such shares ("second dollar preference
shares") naving attached thereto the respective rights and
being suzZect to the respective limitations set out in the
Articles cf Association of the Company as altered by
paragrars (2) of this resclution;

the alterations to the Articles of Association of the
Company as set cut in the Appendix to the Notice convening
the Extracrdinary General Meeting, a copy of which Appendix
was produced tc the Meeting and initialled by the Chairman
for purpcses of identification, be and are hereby approved;

in addition to and without prejudice to the authority
conferred by Article 8B{l) of the Articles of Association
of the Company, the Directors be and are hereby generally
and unccnditionally authorised in accordance with Section
80 of the Companies Act 1985 (the "Act") to exercise all
the powers of the Company to allot second dollar preference
shares ur to an aggregate nominal amount of US$ 40,000 ana
this autheority (unless previously revoked or varied) shall
expire on 4 May 1997 but shall allow the Company before
such expiry to make an offer or agreement which would or
might require the allotment of all or any of those shares
after such expiry;

the Directors be generally empowered in accordance with
section 25 of the Act to allot equity securities (within
the meaning of section 94(2) of the Act) pursuant to the
authority conferred by paragraph (3) of this resolution as
if secticn 89{1) of the Act did not apply to the allotment.
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This power:

{a)

expires on 4 May 1997 but the Company may make an
offer or agreement which would or might require equity
securities to be allotted after expiry of this
authority and the Directors may allot equity
securities in pursuance of that offer or agreement;
and

is limited to allotments of equity securities for cash
up to an aggregate nominal amount egqual to the
aggregate nominal value of the second dollar
preference shares.

W Purves
Chairman




Company MNc. 112589

THE COMPANIES ACT 1985 AND 1589

PUBLIC COMPANY LIMITED BY SHARES

SPECIAL RESOLUTION
OF
MIDLAND BANK PLC

("the Company")

At an Extracrdinary General Meeting of the above-named Company
held on 24 Jume 1997 the following Resolution was duly passed as
a Specia. Rescluticn:

SPECIAL RESOLUTION

THAT, in relation to Article 77 of the Articles of Asscciation,
the sum of £327,000 per arnum be agreed as a limit in respect of
the remuneraticn for the Directors, inclusive of Committee fees.

For the avoidance of doubt, any £fees payable pursuant to this
Article shall be distinct from any salary, remuneration or cther
amounts payable to a Director pursuant to any other provisions of
these Articles.

W Purves
Chairman
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THE COMPANIES ACT 1985 AND 1989

PUBLIC COMPANY LIMITED BY SHARES

{PRIVATE }
SPECIAL RESOLUTION
OF
MIDLAND BANK PLC

(“the Company”)

At the 163rd Annual General Meeting (the “Meeting”) of the Company held at Poultry, London
EC2P 2BX on Wednesday, 28 April 1999 the following resolution was passed as a special
resolution:

SPECIAL RESOLUTION

THAT the Directors be generally empowered in accordance with section 95 of the Companies Act
1985 (the “Act”) to allot equity securities (within the meaning of section 94(2) of the Act) pursuant
to the authorities conferred by Article 8B(1) of the articles of association and the resolution of the
Company (numbered 5) passed on 23 April 1997 as if section 89(1) of the Act did not apply to the
allotment. This power:

(a) expires on 22 April 2002 but the Company may make an offer or agreement which would
or might require equity securities to be allotted after expiry of this authority and the
directors may allot equity securities in pursuant of that offer or agreement; and

(b)  is limited to allotments of equity securities for cash up to an aggregate nominal amount
equal to £353,096,796 and US$1,340,000.

JR HBond
Chairman




Company No, 14259

THE COMPANIES ACT 1985 AND 1989
PUBLIC COMPANY LIMITED BY SHARES
SPECIAL RESOLUTION
OF
HSBC BANK PLC
(the "Company")

At an Extraordinary General Meeting (the "Meeting") of the Company at Poultry, London
EC2 on Friday 22 June 2001 the following resolution was passed as a special resolution:

SPECIAL RESOLUTION

THAT:

(1)

(2)

3)

the authorised share capital of the Company be increased by the creation of 15,000,000
non-cumulative preference shares of US$0.01 each, such shares ("third dollar preference
shares") having attached thereto the respective rights and being subject to the respective
limitations set out in the Articles of Association of the Company as altered by paragraph
(2) of this resolution;

the alterations to the Articles of Association of the Company as set out in the Appendix to
the Notice convening the Extraordinary General Meeting, a copy of which Appendix was
produced to the Meeting and initialled by the Chairman for purposes of identification, be

and are hereby approved;

in addition to and without prejudice to the authority conferred by Article 8B(1) of the
Articles of Association of the Company, the Directors be and are hereby generally and
unconditionally authorised in accordance with Section 80 of the Companies Act 1985 (the
"Act") to exercise all the powers of the Company to allot third dollar preference shares up
to an aggregate nominal amount of US$150,000 and this authority (unless previously
revoked or varied) shall expire on 21 June 2006 but shall allow the Company before such
expiry to make an offer or agreement which would or might require the allotment of all or
any of those shares after such expiry.

D W Baker
CHAIRMAN




Company No, 14259

THE COMPANIES ACT 1985 AND 1989
PUBLIC COMPANY LIMITED BY SHARES
SPECIAL RESOLUTION
OF
HSBC BANK PL.C
(the "Company")

At an Extraordinary General Meeting (the "Meeting") of the Company at Poultry, London
EC2 on Thursday 27 September 2001 the following resolution was passed as a special
resolution:

SPECIAL RESOLUTION

THAT:
(1)  the authorised share capital of the Company be increased by the creation of an additional

25,000,000 non-cumulative preference shares of US$0.01 each ("third dollar preference
shares") such shares to rank pari passu with the existing third dollar preference shares;

{2)  the alterations to the Articles of Association of the Company as set out in the Appendix to
the Notice convening the Extraordinary General Meeting, a copy of which Appendix was
produced to the Meeting and initialled by the Chairman for purposes of identification, be
and are hereby approved;

(3) in addition to and without prejudice to the authority conferred by Article 8B(1) of the
Articles of Association of the Company, the Directors be and are hereby generally and
unconditionally authorised in accordance with Section 80 of the Companies Act 1985 (the
"Act") to exercise all the powers of the Company to allot third dollar preference shares up
to an aggregate nominal amount of US$250,000 and this authority {unless previously
revoked or varied) shall expire on 26 September 2006 but shall aliow the Company before
such expiry fo make an offer or agreement which would or might require the allotment of
all or any of those shares after such expiry.

D W Baker
CHAIRM AN




THE COMPANIES ACT 1985 AND 1988%

PUBLIC COMPANY LIMITED BY SHARES

ORDINARY RESOLUTION
OF
MIDLAND BANK PLC

("the Company")

At the 156" Annual General Meeting (the "Meeting") of the Company
held at Poultry, London, EC2P 2BX on 29 May 2002 the following
resolution was passed as an ordinary resolution:

ORDINARY RESOLUTION

THAT the general authority conferred on the directors by Article
8B{1) of the Articles of Association of the Bank be renewed for a
period of five vyears from the date of the passing cof this
resolution and that for such period the prescribed amount (as
referred to in that Article) be £353,096,796 and USS1, 340,000.

J R H Bond
Chairman
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THE COMPANIES ACT 1985 AND 1989

PUBLIC COMPANY LIMITED BY SHARES

SPECIAL RESOLUTION
OF
HSBC BANK PLC

(“the Company”)

At an Extraordinary General Meeting (the “Meeting™) of the Company held at 8 Canada Square,
London, E14 SHQ on 28 November 2002 the following resolution was passed as a special
resolution:

SPECIAL RESOLUTION

THAT the Articles of Association of the Company be amended by the deletion in Article
14 of the words "or debentures or representing any other form of security" from the first
sentence.

W R P Dalton
CHAIRMAN




-87-

THE COMPANIES ACT 1985 AND 1989

PUBLIC COMPANY LIMITED BY SHARES

SPECIAL RESOLUTION
OF
HSBC BANK PL.C

(“the Company”)

At an Extraordinarv General Meeting (the “Meeting™) of the Company held at 8 Canada Square,
London, E14 SHQ on 31 October 2003 the following resolution was passed as a special resolution:

SPECIAL RESOLUTION

THAT Article 3A(5)b)(i) (Share Capital - Sterling Preference Shares - Redemption) of the
Company’'s Articles of Association be amended by:

(1) the addition of the words “(or, if the Directors so determine in respect of a Sterling Preference
Share of a particular series prior to the Relevant Date, not less than 30 Business Days' nor more
than 60 Business Days’)" immediately before the words "prior notice” in the first paragraph; and

(2) deleting the second paragraph (being the definition of "Redemption Date") and replacing it with:

"Redemption Date" means. in relation to a sterling preference share of a particular series, any
date which falls no earlier than such one of the following dates as shall be determined by the
Directors prior to the Relevant Date (as heremnafter defined):

(A)
(B)
(©)
(D)

(E)

5 November 20631,

the date which is 5 years and one day after the Relevant Date;
the date which is 10 years and one day after the Relevant Date;
the date which is 15 years and one day after the Relevant Date;

the date which is 20 years and one day after the Relevant Date;
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Provided that, in relation to any series of sterling preference shares allotted after the
coming into force of Section 133 of the Companies Act 1989, the Directors may, prior to
the allotment of such series, fix the date on or by which, or dates between which, the
shares of such series are to be or may be redeemed and such date or dates fixed by the
Directors may be different from or in addition to any date derived from or set out in the
foregoing provisions of sub-paragraph (b) (i);

"Relevant Date" means, in relation to a sterling preference share of a particular series, the
first date of allotment of sterling preference shares of that series.

W R P Dalton
CHAIRMAN




